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Inner Abingdon – March 2010

This is the latest Abingdon Inner Neighbourhood Update from Neighbourhood Specialist Officers Shane Hedges and Simon Charlton and PCSO’s Ali Blood, Andy McCormack, Stephen Hall, Emma Chavagnon and Chris Cochrane

Abbey and Barton – Town Centre

During the month of February the town centre neighbourhood team has been busy engaging with members of the community and listening to what matters to you. On Wednesday 10 February we 

attended a Neighbourhood Watch meeting at The Guildhall where we gave a presentation to 

approximately 45 Neighbourhood Watch coordinators on the role of Neighbourhood Policing and how Police Community Support Officers fit into this. This gave us the opportunity to explain our role in greater depth and there was a chance for people to ask questions.

On Thursday 11 February we worked in partnership with other agencies and held a joint initiative with Oxfordshire County Council’s Safer Road exhibition and the Fire Service. This was held in The Market Place and was extremely well attended. 

The neighbourhood team has received complaints about people of all ages cycling through the Abbey Shopping Centre. We would like to take this opportunity to remind people this is a pedestrian 

precinct and of the hazards and dangers this causes to people that are walking. The neighbourhood team will be ensuring they stop cyclists that are riding in this area and issue Fixed Penalty Notices where necessary. Cycling on pavements and through the Precinct could result in you being given a £30 fine. 

On Monday 15 February there were two purse thefts from within the town centre; it would appear from these and past thefts that elderly females are being targeted whilst out shopping in charity shops. We would urge people to be vigilant at all times when out and ensure you have your valuables zipped away in bags. 

Purse bells are available from Abingdon police station or from your local neighbourhood team.

During the month of February the neighbourhood team has again had excellent results in apprehending shoplifters; in a space of four days alone five shoplifters that had stolen items from Waitrose   Supermarket were all arrested at or near to the store. They were interviewed and all were subsequently charged.

We have recently received some very positive feedback and a thank you from the River Users Group in relation to the neighbourhood team tackling and reducing anti-social behaviour in the Abbey Meadows. This area is continually patrolled by the team no matter what month or weather and any form of anti social behaviour is not tolerated by us.

Peachcroft and Northcourt.
The neighbourhood team have received many complaints about how motorists are parking illegally and causing obstructions outside local schools before and after school. We have been out in force along the Radley Road during these times to deter and educate any offending drivers. 

We would like to remind motorists to be considerate when parking as the school run can be a very busy time and badly parked vehicles can cause unnecessary hazards for children travelling to and from school.

We plan to continue with similar operations at other schools within Abingdon.

PC Steve Williams is the newest member to join the Abingdon Neighbourhood Team as the Neighbourhood Officer for Peachcroft. There will be opportunity for the local community to meet PC Williams at future ‘Have Your Say’ meetings. 

Dunmore and Fitzharris.

Police Community Support Officer Mark Wakeford has moved on to pastures new and for the 

foreseeable future the area will be covered by Police Community Support Officers Chris Cochrane and Emma Chavagnon whilst still covering South Abingdon.

On Saturday 20 February the neighbourhood team held a successful ‘Have Your Say’ consultation outside Budgens, Northcourt Road. The meeting saw a lot of interaction with members of the local community and was a good way for people to meet the team. 

Caldecott and Ock Meadow.

South Abingdon has recently been suffering with a spate of nuisance behaviour by local children in particular in the area of John Morris Road. The neighbourhood team received details of the main 

offenders and as a consequence the offenders and parents were visited by members of the Team. If any nuisance behaviour continues all parties involved will be asked to attend the police station and ‘Acceptable Behaviour Contracts’ will be drawn up. 

A new initiative has been set up called ‘Coffee with a Copper’. The first of which is being held at Tesco Superstore, Marcham Road on Wednesday 10 March from 10am until 12pm. This is an ideal opportunity for the local community to meet with your neighbourhood team and express any issues or concerns you may have.

Forthcoming Have Your Say Meetings

· Saturday 6th March 2010. 1000-1100. Hadland Road Community Centre. 

· Wednesday 17th March 2010.  1700-1900.  Peachcroft Christian centre 

· Sunday 11th April 2010. 0900-1300.The Market Place, Abingdon.

For more information about your local neighbourhood team, contact 0845 8 505 505 or visit www.thamesvalley.police.uk

To report local problems such as graffiti, fly tipping, pot holes and 

broken street lights please visit

www.fixmystreet.com

