Council Meeting 11th June 2008 
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The Minutes of a meeting of the Council of the Town of Abingdon held on Wednesday 11 June 2008 in the Guildhall, Abingdon. 
Present
Cllr Patrick Lonergan

Mayor of Abingdon 
Cllr Patricia Hobby

Deputy Mayor of Abingdon

Cllr Julie Mayhew-Archer

Cllr Lesley Legge

Cllr Alison Rooke

Cllr Duncan Brown

Cllr Alastair Fear

Cllr Martin Smith

Cllr Audrey Tamplin

Cllr James Halliday

Cllr Jeanette Halliday

Cllr Samantha Bowring

Cllr Diana Nixon

Cllr Angela Lawrence

Cllr Lorraine Smith

Cllr Margaret Crick

18
Prayers

Prayers were taken by the Town Clerk

19
Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllrs Colin Walters, Peter Fulk, Lorraine Oates, Tim Oates and Jan Morter.
20
Declarations of Interest
Cllr Lesley Legge declared a personal interest in any matters concerning Oxfordshire County Council, particularly in relation to the item at minute 28 (Museum Management Committee) as the Council has an agency agreement with the County Council for the provision of curatorial and support services .  Cllrs Alison Rooke, Angela Lawrence, Jim Halliday, Julie Mayhew and Samantha Bowring declared a personal interest in any matters concerning the Vale of White Horse District Council, particularly the motion under minute 32 (2), as the District Council provide public toilet facilities in Abingdon.   Cllr Angela Lawrence declared a personal interest in planning matters at minute 29 as a member for Development Control Committee at the Vale of White Horse District Council.  

21
Minutes
It was resolved that the minutes from the meetings held on 16th April 2008 and 14th May 2008 and of the Special meeting held on 27th May 2008 be adopted and signed as  a correct record subject to attaching the citations in relation to the Mayor’s Award recipients with the signed copies of the minutes (Minute 4 of 14th May 2008).
22
Matters Arising
It was reported that responses had been received from letters sent in relation to Motions approved at the Council Meeting held on 16 April 2008.
It was proposed, seconded and resolved that the Town Clerk should write to Oxfordshire County Council urging the opening-up of the A34 at Lodge Hill into a diamond interchange, and to invite Councillor Ian Hudspeth, Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet Member with responsibility for Transport Implementation, to brief members of Abingdon Town Council.    Members were also recommended to look at the Transport Research Laboratory (for Oxfordshire County Council), to be found at  www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/content/publicnet/council_services/roads_transport/major_projects/integrated_transport_strategies/abingdon_its/Abingdon-Report-june.pdf and the Traffic Solutions (for Action4Abingdon) reports in relation reviews of the Abingdon Integrated Transport Strategy (previously circulated by Councillor Lesley Legge at the request of Mr Stephen King).
23
Mayor’s Announcements
The Mayor announced that his first fundraising activity for his charities, a sponsored ascent, would take place on 27 July 2008 at Wittenham Clumps from 10.00 am – 3.00 pm.
24
Approval of Financial Statements for the year ending 31st March 2008

The report of the Town Clerk, together with the financial statements for the year 
ending 31st March 2008, was received and considered.  He stated that the financial 
management accounts, which showed the expenditure against individual codes in 
the cost centres, would be circulated at the next Finance & General Purposes 
Meeting on 15 July 2008.  The Town Clerk was thanked for his report.
It was proposed, seconded and resolved that the financial statements for the year ending 31st March 2008 be approved.
25
Question for the Leader of the Council under Standing Order No. 10 

Question from Councillor Duncan Brown:  “In the past the Town Council has done 
much to promote events held by local clubs and societies.  Abingdon has many high 
quality shops and in the current climate it would be sensible to publicise town centre 
businesses.   What can the Town Council do to help promote shops in the town 
centre?  Particularly, how can we build on the success of the recent town shopping 
map?”
Summary of Response from Cllr Lesley Legge, Leader of the Council:  Councillor Legge stated that the Town Council has promoted town vitality in many ways and outlined specific examples in tourism, Abingdon in Bloom, Market Place improvements and provision of Christmas lights amongst many actions taken.  The Council had worked with the Chamber of Commerce and the District Council through the Joint Economic Forum in undertaking many initiatives, and had also worked with local clubs and societies.  The Town Council has this year promoted a programme of Market Place events.  Through the Joint Economic Forum it was working in partnership with local businesses, Councils and other stakeholders in creating an action plan for Abingdon.    
26
Finance and General Purposes Committee

It was resolved that the Council receive the minutes of the  F&GP Committee of 4 June 2008 and of the Special Meeting held on 27 May 2008 and approve any recommendations contained therein.     
In relation to minute 17 it was agreed that Councillors’ email addresses should be christian.surname@abingdon.gov.uk and that a link would then go onto Councillors’ private email addresses.    
27
Amenities and Recreation Committee

It was resolved that the Council receive the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Recreation Committee held 28th May 2008 and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008 and approve any recommendations therein.
28
Museum Management Committee


It was resolved that the council receive and consider the minutes of the meeting of the Museum Management Committee held on 20th May 2008 and approve any recommendations therein.  

The meeting were informed that the outcome of the Heritage Lottery Bid was expected on 18 June 2008.  Thanks were conveyed to the Curator, Mr Peter Gale, the Town Clerk and all museum staff for the huge amount they have contributed in such a short period of time.  A Special Meeting of the Museum Management Committee has been arranged for 1st July 2008 to discuss the next steps – whatever the outcome.


Thanks were also added to Cllrs Julie Mayhew-Archer and Lesley Legge for their hard work.  

29
Planning and Highways Committee

It was resolved that the Council received the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee meetings held on 7th April, 28th April and 19th May 2008 and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008. 
30
Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
The Council received the reports from representatives on outside bodies.  
31
To receive Notices of Motion under Standing Order No.  8 as follows:


(1)
Motion proposed by Councillor Alastair Fear and seconded by 



Councillor Margaret Crick
“In the recent Royal Mail consultation on Post Office Closures, Abingdon Town Council submitted very strong and compelling arguments against the closure of the Wootton Road sub Post Office.  The Council requests that the Town Clerk write to Royal Mail, and to the company that operates the main post office in Abingdon, pointing out the Council’s disappointment over the recent consultation, and ask for clarification over future plans for the main Abingdon Post Office. 

Closures to Post Offices in and around Abingdon have meant that the main Post Office in Abingdon town centre is even more vital to the people who need to access post office services. “
It was resolved that the motion be adopted.

(2) 
Motion proposed by Councillor Colin Walters and seconded by Councillor 


Audrey Tamplin
“This Council recognises that in their day, the Public Toilet facilities in the Multi-storey Car Park and also those in the Abbey Meadow were probably state of the art but they have, with age, both become difficult to bring up to and maintain at an acceptable modern standard, but Public Toilets are a very important aspect of the Town’s welcome for Tourists and other Visitors and of the respect it has for its own citizens.

 

This Council asks the Town Clerk to write to the Vale District Council with our concerns and ask them to work with the Town Council to explore innovative cost effective ways of offering a better public toilet service to residents and visitors to the town to make their stay a more comfortable experience.”  

It was resolved that the motion be adopted.

32
Appointment to Council’s Committees
I. It was reported that Councillor Alison Rooke had resigned as a member of the Personnel Sub-Committee because she is a member of the Personal Appeals Panel.  This leaves a vacancy on Personnel Sub-Committee.  
II. It was reported that there is a vacancy on the Staff Joint Consultative Group for a councillor.

It was resolved that the Chair of Amenities & Recreation Committee, plus another Member of Amenities & Recreation Committee, to be appointed by that Committee,  should be Members of the Allotments Working Party. 

33
Vacancy for Community Governor at Caldecott Primary School
It was resolved that in future governing body vacancies should be circulated to all Councillors who would then communicate directly with the school concerned, rather than being brought forward to the Council meeting.  
34
Exclusion of the Public, Including the Press


The Mayor will move:


“That in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960 , the 
public, 
including the press, be excluded from the meeting because of 
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted as summarised below.”
SECTION II  (Excluding the public and the press)

Items for Discussion:

· Confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th April, and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008

· Confidential minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 4th June 2008.
Signed …………………………………………………………………  Date ………….
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