Council Meeting 11th June 2008 

PAGE  

To:  All Members of the Council

I hereby summon you to attend a meeting of the Council of the Town of Abingdon to be held in The Guildhall (Abbey Hall), Abingdon on Wednesday 11th June 2008 at 
7.00 pm for the transaction of the business stated below.

Nigel Warner

Town Clerk
6 June 2008  
SECTION I (Open to the Public Including the Press)

A G E N D A

1
Prayers
2
Public participation

It is Council policy that the Council sets aside a total of 15 minutes prior to the commencement of full Council Meetings for residents of Abingdon or owners/managers of businesses in Abingdon to ask questions of the Mayor,  Chair of Finance and General 
Purposes Committee and Chair of the Planning and Highways Committee or to express views.
Any questions by members of the public will be asked at the meeting.

3
Apologies

To receive any apologies for absence.
4
Declarations of Interest
Councillors are asked to declare any personal interest, and the nature of the interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting (please refer to notes at the end of the agenda).

5
Minutes
To adopt and sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 16th
April 2008 and 14th May and of the Special meeting held on 27th May 2008 (copies attached).

Responses received from letters sent from Motions at the Council Meeting held on 16 April 2008 (letters attached)

6
Mayor’s Announcements
7
Approval of Financial Statements for the year ending 31st March 2008

Report of the Town Clerk

The financial statements for the year ended 31st March 2008 are currently being drafted.  Members are requested to approve the statements (to follow).

8
Question for the Leader of the Council under Standing Order No. 10 

Question from Councillor Duncan Brown
In the past the Town Council has done much to promote events held by local clubs and societies.  Abingdon has many high quality shops and in the current climate it would be sensible to publicise town centre businesses.   What can the Town Council do to help promote shops in the town centre?  Particularly, how can we build on the success of the recent town shopping map?
9
Finance and General Purposes Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 4th June 2008 (copy to follow) and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008 and to approve any recommendations therein.  
10
Amenities and Recreation Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Recreation Committee held 28th May 2008 and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008 and to approve any recommendations therein.
11
Museum Management Committee


To receive and consider the minutes of the meeting of the Museum Management Committee held on 20th May 2008 and to approve any recommendations therein (copies attached).

12
Planning and Highways Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee meetings held on 7th April, 28th April and 19th May 2008 and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008. 
13
Reports from Representatives on Outside Bodies
To receive and consider the reports from representatives on outside bodies.  (Report attached)
14
To receive Notices of Motion under Standing Order No.  8 as follows:

(1)
Motion proposed by Councillor Alastair Fear and seconded by 



Councillor Margaret Crick
“In the recent Royal Mail consultation on Post Office Closures, Abingdon Town Council submitted very strong and compelling arguments against the closure of the Wootton Road sub Post Office.  The Council requests that the Town Clerk write to Royal Mail, and to the company that operates the main post office in Abingdon, pointing out the Council’s disappointment over the recent consultation, and ask for clarification over future plans for the main Abingdon Post Office. 

Closures to Post Offices in and around Abingdon have meant that the main Post Office in Abingdon town centre is even more vital to the people who need to access post office services. “

(2) 
Motion proposed by Councillor Colin Walters and seconded by Councillor 


Audrey Tamplin
This Council recognises that in their day, the Public Toilet facilities in the Multi-storey Car Park and also those in the Abbey Meadow were probably state of the art but they have, with age, both become difficult to bring up to and maintain at an acceptable modern standard, but Public Toilets are a very important aspect of the Town’s welcome for Tourists and other Visitors and of the respect it has for its own citizens.

 

This Council asks the Town Clerk to write to the Vale District Council with our concerns and ask them to work with the Town Council to explore innovative cost effective ways of offering a better public toilet service to residents and visitors to the town to make their stay a more comfortable experience.”  
15
Appointment to Council’s Committees
I. Councillor Alison Rooke has resigned as a member of the Personnel 
Sub-Committee because she is a member of the Personal Appeals Panel.  This leaves a vacancy on Personnel Sub-Committee.  Members may wish to consider appointing a councillor to serve on this sub-committee.
II. There is a vacancy on the Staff Joint Consultative Group for a councillor.

16
Vacancy for Community Governor at Caldecott Primary School
Report of the Town Clerk

The Council has received a communication from the Chair of Governors at Caldecott Primary School to state that they have a vacancy for a Community Governor on our

governing body. The governing body has several different types of governor (parent

governors, local authority governors, staff governors and community governors) but in reality they all play the same role. A community governor can be anyone from the local community who has an interest in education and the school. No particular qualifications are needed for the role, although any particular skills and experience would be useful. The full governing body meets six times each year. In addition to this there are three sub-committees (finance and personnel, curriculum and

premises) each of which meet up to about six times each year. Each governor usually belongs to one or more sub-committees.
As members will be aware Town Councils no longer have an automatic right to nominate individuals for governships as the minor authority governors no longer exist.

Members are asked to consider if there is anyone they would consider to be interested in this vacancy.  

17
Exclusion of the Public, Including the Press


The Mayor will move:


“That in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960 , the 
public, 
including the press, be excluded from the meeting because of 
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted as summarised below.”
SECTION II  (Excluding the public and the press)

Items for Discussion:

· Confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 16th April, and of the Special Meeting held on 27th May 2008

· Confidential minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 4th June 2008.
Notes on Declarations of Interest

1.
Any Member arriving after the start of the meeting is asked to declare personal interests, as necessary, as soon as practicable after their arrival even if the item in question has been considered.

2.
With the exception of the circumstances listed in paragraph 9(2) of the Local Code of Conduct for Members, a Member with a personal interest also has a prejudicial interest if it is one which a Member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the Member’s judgment of the public interest.  In such circumstances, the Member must withdraw from the meeting room and should inform the Chair immediately.

3.
It is not practical for the Town Clerk to offer detailed advice during the meeting on whether or not a personal interest should be declared, or whether a personal interest should also be regarded as prejudicial.
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