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To:  All Members of the Council

I hereby summon you to attend a meeting of the Council of the Town of Abingdon to be held in The Guildhall (Abbey Hall), Abingdon on Wednesday 24th September 2008 at 
7.00 pm for the transaction of the business stated below.

Nigel Warner

Town Clerk
18th September 2008
SECTION I (Open to the Public Including the Press)

A G E N D A

1
Prayers
2
Public participation

It is Council policy that the Council sets aside a total of 15 minutes prior to the commencement of full Council Meetings for residents of Abingdon or owners/managers of businesses in Abingdon to ask questions of the Mayor, Chair of Finance and General 
Purposes Committee and Chair of the Planning and Highways Committee or to express views.
Any questions by members of the public will be asked at the meeting.

3
Presentation from Royal Logistic Corps, Dalton Barracks 

To receive a presentation from Captain Neil Whitewick of 4 Support Regiment, The Royal Logistic Corps.
4
Apologies

To receive any apologies for absence.
5
Declarations of Interest
Councillors are asked to declare any personal interest, and the nature of the interest which they may have in any of the items under consideration at this meeting (please refer to notes at the end of the agenda).

6
Minutes
To adopt and sign as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 30th July 2008 (copy attached).

7
Mayor’s Announcements
8
Finance and General Purposes Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 10th September and to approve any recommendations therein  (copy attached).
9
Museum Management Committee


To receive and consider the minutes of the meeting of the Museum Management Committee held on 26th August 2008 and to approve any recommendations therein (copy attached).

10
Amenities and Recreation Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Recreation Committee held  3rd September 2008 and to approve any recommendations therein (copy attached).
11
Planning and Highways Committee

To receive and consider the minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee meetings held on 11th August and 1st September 2008 (copies attached). 
12
To receive Notices of Motion under Standing Order No.  8 as follows:

(1)
Proposer Alastair Fear

Seconder Lesley Legge

 

The town council recognises the impact empty shop windows have on the appearance and mood of the town centre. It is proposed that the town council investigates the display of art, activities and information in empty shop windows, and investigates the design of some standard full colour posters, with an appropriate slogan, for windows.
13
Corporate Performance Plan 2008/2009

To approve the above Plan, copy enclosed.


Minute 11 (Best Value Sub-Committee of 12th August 2008 refers):


It was noted that the Best Value Performance Plan required approval by the Town 
Council and as this document was the successor 
to that Plan, it would be 
considered at the September meeting of the Council.  It would be intended for 
2009/10 to move approval to the July meeting.


Recommended to the Town Council:  that the Corporate Performance Plan for 
2008/09 be approved.

14
Statement of accounts
 

Report of the Town Clerk

At the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 10th September 2008 it was reported that following the audit there were a number of changes which were required by the auditor.  It is hoped that a revised set of accounts will be ready in time for this meeting together with the Auditor’s Annual Governance Report as these need to be approved by 30th September.  These timescales are relatively recent and rather tight.  If the revised accounts are not available for the Council meeting either a delegation to the Town Clerk in consultation with named members (e.g. Mayor and Chair of Finance and General Purposes Committee) or a special meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee may be necessary on Thursday 26th September.

15
National Association of Local Councils (NALC) – Larger Local Councils 
Committee


Please see attached from the NALC.  Members are requested to consider if they 
wish to seek election to this Committee.


The Committee meets on a quarterly basis in London.

16
Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust – Specialist Geriatric Care

It has been requested that the above matter be placed on the agenda as the Council 
has recently learned of some proposed changes in this area.


Please see attached a copy of a recent press article regarding this matter.
17
Exclusion of the Public, Including the Press


The Mayor will move:


“That in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (admissions to Meetings) 
Act 1960, the 
public, 
including the press, be excluded from the meeting because of 
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted as summarised below.”
SECTION II (Excluding the public and the press)

Items for Discussion:

· Confidential minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 30th July 2008.
· Confidential minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 10th September 2008.
· Confidential minutes of the Museum Management Committee held on 26th August 2008.

· Confidential minutes of the Amenities & Recreation Committee held on 3rd September 2008.

Notes on Declarations of Interest

1.
Any Member arriving after the start of the meeting is asked to declare personal interests, as necessary, as soon as practicable after their arrival even if the item in question has been considered.

2.
With the exception of the circumstances listed in paragraph 9(2) of the Local Code of Conduct for Members, a Member with a personal interest also has a prejudicial interest if it is one which a Member of the public with knowledge of the relevant facts would reasonably regard as so significant that it is likely to prejudice the Member’s judgment of the public interest.  In such circumstances, the Member must withdraw from the meeting room and should inform the Chair immediately.

3.
It is not practical for the Town Clerk to offer detailed advice during the meeting on whether or not a personal interest should be declared, or whether a personal interest should also be regarded as prejudicial.
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