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Introduction from Cllr Grace Clifton
•

Earlier this year, Abingdon Town Council agreed to investigate how
a neighbourhood plan could benefit the town

•

We know that the preparation of a neighbourhood plan requires
the involvement of a wide section of the local population. We are
therefore pleased that many people have expressed an interest in
supporting this initiative

•

The larger, well-established groups and societies in the town (e.g.
civic society, campaign groups etc) will be involved but first we
want to engage local neighbourhood representatives

About our team
•

Feria Urbanism is an award-winning planning and design studio based
in Bournemouth, with specialisms in neighbourhood planning, urban
strategies, architecture, and design training.

•

We have worked on over 20 neighbourhood plans around the country
and eight of these have passed referendum

•

Earlier this year, we were appointed by Abington Town Council to
support it as prepares a neighbourhood plan for the town

About tonight’s meeting
•

Tonight’s session:
1. Explains what a neighbourhood plan is
2. Introduces a PLACE assessment process that local groups across
Abingdon can carry out in the neighbourhoods where they live

•

The results of these assessments will help produce a map of the town
that will be part of the evidence base of the neighbourhood plan

•

A steering group for the neighbourhood plan is still to be formed. It
may be that people such as yourself who help run these PLACE
assessments – and enjoy them! – are well placed to form this group

“Towns and cities have the capability
of providing something for everybody,
only because, and only when, they are
created by everybody”
Jane Jacobs – journalist, author, activist 1961

Neighbourhood plan boundary

What is a neighbourhood plan?
a)

A neighbourhood plan is a document that sets out planning policies for a defined
local area. Neighbourhood planning was introduced by the Localism Act 2011.

b) It is an important and powerful tool that gives communities statutory powers to
shape how their communities develop.
c)

It is used to decide whether to approve planning applications, including new
buildings (e.g. community facilities) or changes to existing buildings (e.g. giving
permission to change the upper floors of shops to flats).

d) It is written by the local community, the people who know and love the area, to
ensure the community gets the right types of development, in the right place.

What can a neighbourhood plan control?
a)

A neighbourhood plan is about the use and development of land and may contain a
vision, aims, planning policies, proposals for improving the area or providing new
facilities, or allocation of key sites for specific kinds of development.

b) It may deal with a wide range of social, economic and environmental issues (such as
housing, employment, design, heritage and transport) or it may focus on one or two
issues only.
c)

A neighbourhood plan should not promote less development than that identified in
the local plan for the local area (such as new housing allocations) but it can allow
greater growth levels, providing it meets the basic conditions.

d) It can specify policies and guidance on how new development should be designed,
orientated and located. Neighbourhood plans can therefore be a powerful tool in
shaping the development of a neighbourhood area.

What tests must a neighbourhood plan meet?
a)

Once a neighbourhood plan has been completed, it will have to be submitted to the
local planning authority and then be subject to an independent examination. This will
make sure that the proper legal process has been followed and that the plan meets
the basic conditions described in the regulations.

b) Following the independent examination, any necessary modifications are then made
to ensure they meet legal requirements.
c)

They are then subjected to a public referendum. It is necessary that more than 50%
of those voting in the referendum vote “yes” in order to bring the plan into force.

d) If successful at referendum, a neighbourhood plan will become part of the statutory
development plan for the area. This statutory status gives neighbourhood plans far
more weight than some other local documents, such as parish plans, community
plans and village design statements.

What steps are needed to
prepare a neighbourhood plan?
These are the steps needed to prepare neighbourhood plan:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Defining the neighbourhood area – agreeing the plan boundary
Drafting the plan – research, engagement, drafting policy text etc.

Formal 6-week consultation (Reg.14) – run by the parish council on a draft of the whole plan
Consider revisions and changes – based on the results of the Reg. 14 consultation
Submission to Vale of White Horse District Council – once the plan is updated
Formal 6-week consultation (Reg.16) – run by the local planning authority

Independent examination – to check the plan’s general conformity with the regulations
Referendum – final plan is voted upon by local people

Plan comes into legal force – if the referendum is won
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We have prepared a
set of PLACE
assessment booklets
for Abingdon
These are now
available on the
town council website
https://www.abingdon.gov.
uk/neighbourhood-plan
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How to run your own local PLACE assessment
1.

Download copies of the PLACE handbooks from the town council website

2.

You will also need to download a copy of a map of your local area – free online
mapping services work just fine

3.

Working with as a group of 5 x local residents, each member of the group takes one
of the handbooks and a map

4.

As a group, walk around a defined part of your neighbourhood, making observations
based on the prompts and questions in the booklet – or you can run a digital version
using Zoom and Google maps

5.

This exercise should take no more than 2-3 hours max. perhaps on a weekend

6.

Photograph/screenshot and email your results back to us, or print and post

7.

Do let us know what you think of the exercise – we always want to improve things!

THANK YOU
Richard Eastham
Founder/Director

richard@feria-urbanism.eu
07816 299 909
Feria Urbanism, Second Floor Studio,
11 Fernside Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH9 2LA

