
Amenities and Recreation Committee 20 January 2021 

 

  

  

1  

  

Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council  

  

Draft Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Recreation Committee held 

on Wednesday 20 January 2021 at 7.00pm.  

  

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, this meeting was held online in accordance with   

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local  

Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 

(“the 2020 Regulations”)  

  

Present:       

Councillor Jim Halliday Chair   

Councillor Charlie Birks 

Councillor Samantha Bowring 

Councillor Grace Clifton   

Councillor Eric de la Harpe  

Councillor Andrew Coveney 

 

In Attendance:  

Tim Badcock Outdoor Services Manager  

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

 

 

A48. Apologies  

  

Cllr Cheryl Briggs, Cllr Rob Maddison 

 

 

A49.   Declarations of Interest  

  

There were no declarations of interest. 

  

 

A50.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting  

  

It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the previous meeting on 18 November 2020 be 

agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

   

 

A51. Matters Arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda  

 

None. 
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A52.  Statements and questions from the public  

 

None 

 

A53.  Actions Register  

 

Outstanding items: 

- Ashes scattering area – update to come to the next meeting. 

- Maintenance contracts for bus shelters – The Outdoor Services Manager has contacted 

the contractor who installed the shelters and will report back when he has more 

information. 

- Planters moved from the town centre to Caldecott ward for local organisations and 

groups to maintain. Three planters have been moved to Reynolds Way outside the 

shops. They are currently empty and will be planted by the Outdoor Services team in the 

Spring. Cllr de la Harpe mentioned an enquiry from Abingdon Carbon Cutters in relation 

to this and the Outdoor Services Manager confirmed that they had been in contact with 

him. To be discussed at the next meeting. 

- Litter being blown into the Market Place from Bury Street. The Outdoor Services 

Manager has contacted the Vale about this but it has not been resolved so he will re-

contact them. 

- A new bench has been installed outside the cinema. 

- ‘Happy to chat’ benches. The Outdoor Services Manager advised that laminate signs 

had been removed and he was obtaining permanent signs to attach. 

- Allotment service level agreements are being dealt with and will shortly be passed to the 

Town Council’s Properties Officer. 

- Possible seating in the bus shelter at The Holt. The Outdoor Services Manager reported 

that a power cable had been laid right next to the existing shelter so it would be difficult 

to fit a stand-alone seat.  The current shelter is in a reasonable condition and may be 

able to be modified to fit an integral seat. The Outdoor Services Manager and Cllr Birks 

to meet at the bus shelter to inspect it and consider options. 

- Request to the cinema leaseholders to contribute towards the cycle rack. It was agreed 

that this should not be pursued at the present time.. 

- Obtain quote for the purchase of a directional sign in the Roysse Court Garden to 

signpost the twin towns. Cllr Oates had spoken to the Town Twinning Society which 

requested a ‘compass points’ style sign with the flags of each country on each ‘finger’ of 

the sign. The Twinning Society had referred to the design of a similar installation in 

Colmar as a possible option for consideration. The Outdoor Services Manager was 

asked to source a quote for a finger post with five ‘fingers’ and to report to the next 

meeting. 

- Bicycle racks outside cinema. The Outdoor Services Manager expects the work to be 

completed by the end of next week. 

- Review of each playground area to be carried out. This is not possible under current 

restrictions and will be dealt with when possible. 
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- Plaque for bench outside Guildhall in memory of former Mayor Audrey Hasnip. The 

committee agreed the following dedication: ‘In memory of Audrey Hasnip (1929-2019) 

for her dedication to Abingdon and its people’. The Outside Services Manager will 

procure the plaque and fit it. 

 

 

A54. Financial Report  

 

The Committee received and considered the financial report and Appendices of the Deputy 

Town Clerk / RFO for the period 1 April to 30 November 2020.   

 

It was RESOLVED that the management accounts for the period ending 30th November 

2020 be approved. 

 

Appendix B listed the earmarked reserves for the committee. This document summarises 

the purpose of each of the earmarked reserves and the current budget for each item.  Cllr 

Halliday suggested that the committee could refer to the document in each meeting as it 

would help to inform decisions.. 

 

Fees and charges  

It was RECOMMENDED to Full Council that the Cemetery fees and charges for 2021/22 

as detailed in the appendix to these minutes be approved. 

 

 

A55. Report of the Outdoor Services Manager 

 

The Committee received and considered the report of the Outdoor Services Manager.   

 

The Outdoor Services Manager presented options for a new ‘fly-posting’ notice board.  

 

Cllr Bowring joined the meeting at 19.38 

 

The committee agreed to the proposal for a new “fly-posting” noticeboard, noted the 

potential octagonal and cylindrical designs, but did not agree that the Market Place would 

be the best location.   Members were asked to consider where the best location would be 

so that the mater could be discussed at the next meeting, after which a recommendation 

would be made to the Community Services Committee. 

 

 

A56  Review of Christmas lights 

  

The Committee received and considered the report of Cllr Halliday and Cllr Clifton. 

 

Cllr Bowring said the Town Council needed to be clear on what the footprint of the town 

centre was and should consider whether the Christmas lights should cover just the town 
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centre or a wider area. The town centre area has shrunk in recent years. This matter may 

be considered as part of the Neighbourhood Plan. She suggested that the committee also 

needed to consider the environmental impacts of Christmas lights, and that this may be a 

matter for consideration by the Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee to review the 

impact on insects and biodiversity. Cllr Clifton noted that the Christmas lights were switched 

of at 11pm, which would help to address this issue. 

 

Cllr Bowring noted that the town centre lights were entirely paid for out of taxpayer money 

but lights in other towns were supported by local businesses.  Cllr Halliday noted that 

market traders had sponsored the Christmas Tree in previous years before but they did not 

this year due to the Covid-19 circumstances.   

 

The Committee agreed that the next meeting of the Green Advisory and Scrutiny 

Committee be asked to consider the environmental impacts of Christmas lights and make 

any recommendations. The matter would then be considered by this committee at its March 

meeting to enable an early decision to be taken thus allowing purchase of any additional 

lights during the “sale” season in the Spring.  

 

  

A57. Plastic bollards for Market Place 

 

The Committee received and considered the report of the Outdoor Services Manager.  The 

Town Clerk also reported on a discussion with the architect who had overseen the 

refurbishment of the Market Place, who had advised on possible options. 

 

The Outdoor Services Manager advised that plastic bollards which use recycled plastic may 

be preferable as they can be replaced cheaply if damaged and they are less subject to 

everyday damage. They do fade slightly over the years but all at the same rate. Cast iron 

bollards can be repaired but the present bollards had been subjected to numerous repairs.  

Some bollards need to be removable to allow access for the fairs.   

 

The Committee noted the report for future budgeting purposes. It was agreed that the 

Outdoor Services Manager should liaise with the architect to arrange a meeting on site and 

bring a costed proposal to the March meeting of the committee, and that this would be one 

of the projects for the Amenities and Recreation Committee over the coming year. 

 

 

A58. Tree works 

 

The Committee received and noted the report of the Outdoor Services Manager. 

 

 

A59. Cemetery matters  
 
The Committee received and considered the report of the Outdoor Services Manager. 
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Councillors agreed on the need to accommodate the wishes of people from all faiths and 
none and noted that the cemetery was open to everyone.  
 
The Outdoor Services Manager commented that the key challenge for the Town Council 
was that a grave dug according to Islamic traditions would be orientated differently and 
would use up a significant amount of space in the cemetery, which was nearly full.  Currently, 
all burials would need to be in the same alignment given the limited amount of space in the 
cemetery.  This request could be considered as part of the initial landscaping of a new 
cemetery, working with other faiths to seek to meet their needs. 
 
The request received was to provide a service to Muslims from across South Oxfordshire 
and as such may be a matter better considered by the two district councils covering the 
area.  
 
The Outdoor Services Manager commented that if Muslim burials were introduced the 
existing policies would need to be updated to accommodate specific needs around burial 
practices.  
 
The Committee agreed that: 
a) the Council’s website be updated to explicitly state that burials of people of all faiths (and 

none) would be welcomed.  
b) the Outdoor Services Manager should contact the Vale of White Horse District Council 

to establish if they had considered the request (which it was noted had been sent to them 
as well) and what their response had been, after which the Town Council would respond 
to the enquiry to thank them for their letter, noting that if a request for a Muslim burial 
was received it would be welcomed and that the Town Council is currently looking at its 
procedures to consider how this could be accommodated;  

c) the Outdoor Services Manager report back to the next meeting on how a request for a 
Muslim burial could be managed, how the burial plot could be incorporated into the 
current layout of the cemetery, how any operational aspects might be managed, any 
consequential implications for costs and whether additional fees might need to be 
charged.  

d) consideration to including a Muslim burial area be taken into account when planning the 
proposed new cemetery. 

 
A60. Forward Plan  

 
The Committee received and noted the report of the Town Clerk. 

 
The list of projects in paragraph 3 included the following items: 
 

- ‘Install noticeboards’, which has been completed and can now be removed. 
- The committee has a budget for a programme of cemetery improvements and the 

Outdoor Services Manager was asked to come forward to the next meeting with 
proposals for improvements.  

- Vehicle replacements: the Outdoor Services Manager was asked to bring a report 
to the next committee meeting outlining the expected programme. 
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- Street furniture: two bus shelters had been completed in the past year. There may 
be more which could be replaced and members were asked to consider if they knew 
of any shelters which may need to be replaced. 

 
Cllr Bowring noted that it was important to schedule large projects like the cemetery to 
ensure that major projects did not clash with each other and were properly budgeted for.  
Early adoption of a plan would ensure that they can be delivered should another committee 
want to use officer resources at the same time.  Cllr Halliday advised that the Town Clerk 
had recently shared a very detailed forward plan for the Committee’s activities. Councillors 
were asked to consider the suggestions, to send any suggested alterations to the Chair and 
Town Clerk so that the plan could be discussed and agreed at the next meeting.. 
 
 

A61. Environmental implications  
 
No further points were identified. 
 
 

A62. Publicity  
 
Publicity about the completed installation of new bus shelters was suggested with the 
possible inclusion of an article and pictures in the Town Crier. Cllr Clifton commented that 
the new bus shelter outside the Boundary House was in a narrow place and publicity might 
include a comment that people should be considerate for this reason - the Committee agreed 
 
 

A63.  Items for Next Meeting  
 
 No new major topics were identified. 
 
  
A64. Dates of next meetings 

  
Members were informed that the Amenities and Recreation Committee would next meet on 
the following dates:  
 

17 March 2021 
9 June 2021  

  
 

A65.  Exclusion of the public, including the press  
  

The Chair moved:  
  
That in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public (including 
the press) be excluded from the meeting because of the confidential nature of the business 
to be transacted.  
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A66. Confidential appendix to the Minutes 
 
The Committee received and considered the confidential appendix to the minutes of the 
meeting of 18 November 2020. 
It was RESOLVED that the confidential appendix to the minutes of the meeting of the 
Amenities and Recreation Committee of 18 November 2020 were a correct record and were 
signed by the Chair. 
 

 
A67. Confidential actions register 

 
The Committee noted progress on the actions. See the confidential appendix to these 
minutes. 

 
 

A68. Footpaths 
 
The Committee received and considered the report of the Outdoor Services Manager.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the works to resurface the paths within the Chilton Close play area 
for the cost cited should proceed, and the work to be carried out in the February half term if 
possible. See the confidential appendix to these minutes. 
 
  
The meeting rose at 9.15pm.  

  
 
  

Signed …………………………………………………  Date ………………………….  
         Chair  
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Appendix to the minutes re item A54 

SPRING ROAD AND SPRING GARDEN CEMETERIES 

The fees, payments and sums set out below apply 1) where the person to be interred was an inhabitant of the town of 
Abingdon-on-Thames (except in the cases of a still born child, where one or both of the parents are, or at the time of 
the interment were, such inhabitants – when no charge will be made); or 2) where a person at the date of their death 
had been a resident in a care home or nursing home in Oxfordshire and had within the previous ten years been a 
resident of Abingdon; or 3) where a person at the date of their death had within the previous two years been a resident 
of Abingdon. In all other cases the fees, payments and sums listed below will be trebled.     
             

           

    £  £    

20/21   21/22 

Burial (or interment of cremated remains) of a still born child or a child under the age of 
Eighteen (18).     
 For residents of the Town only.                                 

 

 
NO CHARGE 

Purchase of exclusive rights and immediate burial of a body in a grave :  Single Depth    

         

850       850 

Purchase of exclusive rights and immediate burial: of a body in a grave : Double Depth     

         

900       900 

Purchase of exclusive rights and immediate burial of a body in a grave  :  Treble Depth    

         

945       945 

Burials at a later date in Single, Double or Treble depth graves  (in a plot where exclusive rights 

have been granted) 

 

Interment of cremated remains (in a plot where exclusive rights have been granted) 

550       550 

 

 

125       125 

Lease of Ashes Vault  

Vaults shall be leased for a period of 10 years; with the option to extend the lease subject to further 

payment 

 

1100    1100 

Hire of Chapel (inclusive of Value Added Tax)            100        100 

Memorials: The right to erect or place on a grave a Memorial Headstone in respect of a plot for 
which Exclusive Rights of Burial has been purchased. (See Cemetery Rules and Regulations 
for type of Memorials allowed in the Town Council cemeteries).   

 

Memorial Tree Plaques   (10 years)  

 

Price charged per item e.g. Headstone, Kerbing, Tablet, Vase or Flat Stone Including additional 

inscriptions . Prices are cumulative eg (e.g. Headstone and kerbing would cost  £230)  

 

 

 

 

440      440 

 

115      115 

Transfer of Deeds    40       40 

NOTE: Abingdon Cemeteries do not permit new Walled Graves or Vaults.  All cremated remains plots allow for two 

(2) cremated remains caskets to be interred.  Vases above 15 inches are not permitted anywhere in the cemeteries.  

The Council do not provide a grave maintenance service.  

  

Burials with coffins larger than 30 inches (76cms) wide will require a double plot.  

 

 Burials using Caskets: please note that these must be a maximum of 7’6” and regardless of size will be charged at 

double fee rates.  

 

All graves/plots are purchased with Exclusive Rights (currently 75 years) unless the express permission of the 

Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council is sought.  No memorials are permitted on graves/plots without Exclusive 

Rights; ownership of the grave remains with the Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council.  


