
Amenities and Recreation Committee Earmarked Reserves APPENDIX B

Balance as at 

01/04/2020
Relevant revenue budget which feeds into EMR

Projected 

31 Mar 21

321 RAF graves £1,005 Historical EMR £1,005 For the purpose of tending to specific RAF graves.

330 Abingdon in Bloom £7,000 202/4045 £21,000 budget £7,000

EMR consists of unspent budgets, saved from previous years. This will help fund additional supplies if required. 

At A&R cttee meeting 18 Nov 2020 (min A34) it was suggested that members may determine that this EMR is no 

longer needed and could be released back into the general reserve instead. This is a decision to be made after 

year end.

331 Allotments £7,154

299/4161 £6,000 budget,£2k assigned to each 

allotment association to help with the upkeep of 

the sites (fencing, drainage etc). If this budget 

was not available the calls on the Works Team 

and the purchasing of materials would be 

greater - with consequent increased spend. In 

the past unspent revenue budgets have been 

transferred to this EMR resulting in the current 

balance of £7k.

£7,154

 It is recommended that the Reserve is maintained for calls upon the Council from the Landlords to deal with 

fencing and other issues. Many years ago,  the Council had an expensive job of clearing up after travellers 

invaded one of our sites and left a lot of material including gas canisters to dispose of. In 2019/20 £3,980 was 

spent clearing a historic deposit of asbestos from the West End site. 

339 Fisheries £2,000
308/4020 minimal budget for miscellaneous 

costs £500
£2,000

Revenue budget recommendation to Full Council includes reducing the revenue (308) budget from £500 to £300 

and relying on EMR if needed. At A&R cttee meeting 18 Nov 2020 (min A34) it was suggested that members may 

determine that this EMR is no longer needed, the reduced revenue budget of £300 is sufficient, and release this 

EMR into the general reserve instead. This is a decision to be made after year end.

340 Flood alleviation £6,191 Historical EMR £6,191 Can be used to fund flood schemes.

341 Footpaths £21,062

299/4155 £6,500 budget, unspent amounts are 

usually transferred to EMR. £6,338 was spent in 

2018/19 on the Boxhill footpath plus another 

£7,850 for the repair to the Chilton Close 

entrance to the Chilton Close play area. In 

2021/22 The  A&R Committee have asked for 

Chilton Close play area paths to be hard 

surfaced. The cost of this depends on what spec 

is for the job, for instance does the Council want 

concrete edging to the path (or wooden which is 

cheaper but less durable), whether a layer of 

hardcore required, and whether the re-surfacing 

extends to include the entrances. The cost will 

certainly exceed the annual budgeted sum and it 

is likely that much of the reserve (expected to be 

£27,562 as of 31 March 2021) will be required.

£27,562 EMR to be used to help fund the resurfacing of Chilton Close play area path in 2021-22.

344 New Cemetery £824,069 299/4846 £75,000 transferred to EMR each year £899,069 Savings for future new cemetery.

345 Play equipment £66,445 No budget in current yr. £66,445

A revenue budget of £20,000 has been recommended to Full Council for 2021-22. This will be used, together 

with this EMR to purchase new play equipment. The committee members have been requested to review play 

areas within their wards and report back suggested improvements / new equipment needed. It is also prudent 

to maintain a good sum in the reserve for repairs, as the play equipment is not insured and should any become 

vandalised or damaged, we would need to replace those items. Also any damages to the safety surfaces by fire 

or by being ripped up are expensive to repair but must be done quickly for obvious reasons.

347 Recreation small projects £13,608 No budget in current yr. £13,608 EMR can be used to fund specific projects identified by the committee.

348 Street furniture £17,895

299/4845 £20,000 budget, unspent amounts 

transferred to EMR. The funds are used to buy a 

wide variety of objects – for example : 

noticeboards, seats, dog waste bins, litter bins, 

flower planters, and entry signs to the Town. In 

2019/20 the spend was £42,105 (part funded 

from the Reserve)  and in 2020/21 the spend is 

expected to be £15,218.

£22,677

   On order, but not yet arrived so the cost may fall into 2021/22 are the new cycle racks outside the Guildhall 

(£1,198). The A&R Committee has asked the officers to consider replacing the bollards in the Market Place and 

around the County Hall with plastic versions, which would in the long term both reduce expenditure (as 

repairing the cast iron ones is costly) and ensure quicker replacement when damage does occur. The officers are 

obtaining quotes, but the biggest expenditure will be the digging out of the old bollards, fixing new fitments with 

resulting works to the York stone and, reinstating setts with resin and in total will be an expensive job. Until the 

Council has been out to tender on this project the cost is unknown, but it would be prudent to assume that the 

majority of this reserve will be used if not more. The Committee has also suggested installing some larger notice 

boards for the bus terminus in Stratton Way and  a new notice board for the Market Place. 

352 Cem. Improvements £12,730 No budget in current yr. £12,730 Used for improvement works to the cemetery, chapel and lodges.

353 Tree works £38,782 201/4153 £50,000 budget £38,782
The recent tree survey identified £47,000 of works needed. This EMR allows for other emergency work which 

may arise.

356 Xmas lights £9,640 304/4167 £8,000 budget £14,047

Typically £8,000 is budgeted each year to purchase new/replacement lights with unspent monies being moved 

to the Reserve. In some years we have borrowed from the Reserve so that we could take advantage of the 

January / February sales for the Christmas Lights. Many (15+) years ago there was some sponsorship of the 

Lights and often the Market Traders have contributed to the cost of the Christmas Tree. In recent years, the 

lights have been converted to be LED but displays have a life span of 5 years on average (despite careful 

professional storage). In Feb 2019 we spent £8,095 and in 2020/21 £1,792.80 was spent on new lights and 

baubles for the tree, which itself cost about £1,800. Cllrs Halliday and Clifton have recently surveyed the current 

display and their report is being taken to the A&R Committee meeting in January with a view to purchases being 

made in the February 2021 sale.


