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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

AMENITIES AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY 17TH MARCH 2021 

Agenda item 9: Outdoor Services Manager’s Report 

 

 

I have based this report on my reports written for our weekly management meetings 

that have been held since the last committee meeting. These are then circulated in the 

internal weekly update. My hope is that this gives members of this committee a better 

overview of the day-to-day tasks carried out by my team.  

 
Cemeteries 

 

In late January our shepherdess moved the fencing to create another area for the 

sheep to graze. This continues to be popular with both visitors and neighbours. I’m 

now fairly confident that having them throughout the year wouldn’t be frowned upon 

and would go some way to reducing our carbon footprint when we consider the 

reduction in use of machinery. What areas are grazed would have to be carefully 

considered as some sections in the old cemetery aren’t as open as others with many 

headstones. Initially the idea was only to graze the meadow. 

 

Our Beekeeper Mr Busby visited last week to install a second hive. He reports that the 

bees have been doing very well over winter and therefore will need to split the hive. 

This will mean 20,000 bees swarming and taking most of the honey from the current 

hive and moving into the new one next door. 

 

 

As is often the case I’ve had to deal with a couple of grave inquiries recently that 

weren’t so straight forward. One for a burial where a reserved plot didn’t exist anymore. 

This had happened due to a historic problem going back many years where graves 

were sold and subsequently used at different times in different parts of the sections 

without careful measuring and alignment. These plots sometimes being some distance 

apart and at the time in very open parts of the cemetery. Now that the rest of the 

section is filled up when we come to re visit these reserved plots we sometimes find 

that there isn’t the space between graves to fit another. Fortunately this time around 

there was a free space near by and the family were happy with this as they had 

reserved the original plot just to ensure they had one rather this to be next to the 

person in the grave next door.  

 

During the year from 1 January there have been to date 13 burials and 5 interment of 

ashes.  This is usual for the time of the year.  All interments went smoothly but one in 

February needed a lot of attention as we went through the ground water level. This 

obviously required pumping out but the real concern is the likelihood of collapse. A 

collapse of course can happen any time before/during or after the service. All graves 

are shored up but further steps are taken in these risky situations. Thankfully we held 

it off until after the service when it was dealt with in a safe and controlled manner.  
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Some time has been spent repairing benches around the cemetery. These are coming 

to the end of their lives at which time they shall be replaced with recycled plastic (low 

maintenance) benches that will be placed at regular intervals along the driveway. 

There will then be an option to dedicate one of four plaques on each bench for a 

determined length of time. This is in line with policy passed by the A&R Committee 

some years ago. 

 

 

Bus Shelters 

 

Since the last meeting two of the team have been out cleaning bus shelters and 

weeding around them and in doing so discovered some very uneven and damaged 

slabs at a bus shelter on Oxford Road. These have now been replaced and relevelled. 

 

Before During After 

 

     
 

 

 

County Hall 

 

The pigeon nets on county hall have been removed 

and spikes installed on air con units. The team have 

been checking on these and it looks as though they 

are doing their job at the moment. The team cleaned 

an around the units and have looked at some other 

areas in the under croft that the Museum Manager 

Dan has requested more spikes for.  
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Market Place 

 

Market Place bins still requiring extra visits throughout 

the day. We have saved and sorted the contents of the 

bins and I will be photographing and reporting on how 

much waste is being collected weekly from the coffee 

shops on the Market Place. I’m hoping this will 

demonstrate how many single use cups and other items 

are being thrown away in just our small area of the town.  

 

 

Play Areas 

 

We recently received our annual playground inspection 

report from ROSPA. This is a very detailed report that identifies any faults on the 

equipment and furniture in our parks. Two of the team have been busy repairing and 

replacing parts whilst working their way through this report. 

 

 

Fisheries 

 

Our Team Leader Sean continues to patrol the fisheries regularly now that the flood 

waters have dropped. He expects to see quite a few anglers out this coming week as 

we approach the end of the open course fishing season on 15th March. This presents 

a good opportunity to remind anglers to update their permits for next season and of 

course have a visible presence whilst its busy. 

 

 

Open Spaces 

 

The team have spent a considerable time since the last 

meeting levelling slabs at the piece of land on Stratton way 

near the subway. This area has been tidied up recently but 

remains to be an area that rarely sees visitors. The levelling 

is now complete but due to the many tree roots I fear this 

isn’t the end of the problem. 

 

I met with a resident from the Boxhill area who opens her 

house and garden for art weeks. She had come to me as 

part of a group of artists who would like to create a 

temporary art trail in the wood for art weeks. It sounds like 

an interesting project that will hopefully help people engage 

with nature and in particular our woodland and its elements. Each of the artists will be 

submitting their ideas to me before installation to ensure it all goes ahead in a 

controlled manner. 

 

Tim Badcock 

Outdoor Services Manager 

11 March 2021 


