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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

COUNTY HALL MUSEUM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 25 March 2021 

Agenda item 10: Report of the Abingdon Museum Friends 

 

1 Friends Continuing Support for the Museum. 

 

1.1 The link between AMF and the Museum management continues to develop a closer 

working relationship with the intention of streamlining future opportunities for fund 

raising with targeted objectives. This may be of help with any Museum plans for large 

scale projects or undertakings. It is hoped that the Friends can use the Museum as host 

to meetings and talks when the Coronavirus restrictions are lifted and physical meetings 

and talks can resume. 

 

1.2 The Abingdon Museum Friends Committee have offered to pay 50% of the total price 

paid for the Tankard that the Museum wishes to acquire for its collection, up to a 

maximum contribution of £1,000.  

 

 

2 Abingdon Museum Friends Committee 

 

Abingdon Museum Friends Committee Meeting 15/03/2021 – Minutes 
 

Present: Sue Stevens (Chair), Steven Purnell (Secretary), Peter Hallowell 
The meeting started at 18:35. 
 
Apologies – Adrienne Compton-James, Judy White. 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been duly circulated were discussed by 
those present and approved. 
 
Finance 
The secretary stated that there was £3,948.64 in account as of the end of the financial 
year 28/02/2021 and presented the accounts for that fiscal year. The Secretary pointed 
out that no Gift Aid had been received for the past 2 financial years and Sue Stevens 
confirmed that Peter Clare had not sent the paperwork off for the previous financial year. 
The Secretary will get the necessary paperwork from the Charity Commission/HMRC to 
apply for both missed years of Gift Aid. Action Secretary  
 
In order to assist with the above, the Chairperson Sue Stevens will get all historical 
account documents from Peter Clare. Action Chairperson 
 
The Friends account has £4,178.64 in the account as of 08/04/2021 with 35 
subscriptions having been paid in and the sum of £290.00 taken out to pay for BaFM 
membership and public liability insurance. 
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The Secretary then raised the issue of the account and banking with Newbury Building 
Society. He expressed concern that it is very difficult to get information from the Building 
Society about the origins of standing orders and that their reliance on paper records and 
outdated technology makes them difficult to work with. Sue Stevens noted that Peter 
Clare had similar issues with Newbury last year. The Secretary then requested 
permission to move the account to a Lloyds Bank Business ‘Treasurer’ Account which 
is aimed at charitable and community societies similar in size to the Abingdon Museum 
Friends. This account will give immediate access to full statements and other resources 
via their online banking application whilst still restricting all movement of funds to require 
two (or more) signatories. Peter Hallowell stated that he runs such an account with 
Lloyds Bank for the Cycling Magazine in Abingdon and confirmed that it is very 
straightforward and easy to use. The Committee agreed that the Secretary could enquire 
with Lloyds regarding moving the account to them. Action Secretary 
 
The Secretary then raised the request from the Museum that the Friends pay towards 
the purchase at auction of a ‘George I silver mug, by Timothy Lee, London 1714’ linked 
to the Abingdon Company of Skiners (sic). This is estimated to be £1,000-£1,500 at 
auction plus 35.94% Inc. VAT/sales tax. A short discussion ensued during which Peter 
Hallowell suggested that the Friends pay 50% of the total cost of the purchase price up 
to a maximum donation of £1,000. The secretary will inform the Museum of this 
generous proposal. Action Secretary 
 
Outings and Talks 
The Secretary stated that the Fawley trip rescheduling is still on hold pending 
information from Fawley Railway & Museum, given the current coronavirus restrictions 
and schedule for easing it is likely that this will be postponed until 2022. 
 
The AGM talk on 8th April 2021 will be Trevor Rowley ‘The Landscape of the Bayeux 
Tapestry’.  Sue Stevens said that she would confirm with Judy whether Trevor has been 
booked and is willing to perform his talk over Zoom. Action Chairperson. 
 
Fund Raising 
No fund-raising suggestions were brought before the committee. 
 
AOB 
No other business was raised by the committee members. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
The next committee meeting will be hosted via Zoom on 07/03/2021 at 18:30. 

 

 

3 Talks/Other 

 

3.1 The Annual General Meeting will be Thursday 8 April 2021, held via Zoom. 

 

Steven Purnell 
Secretary 

 Abingdon Museum Friends 
 19 March 2021 
 


