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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

COUNTY HALL MUSEUM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 25 MARCH 2021 

Agenda item 9: Report of the Collections Officer 

 

1 Collections 

1.1 The Museum will try to acquire at auction a silver tankard, which was given by 

James Jennings to the Company of Skinners in Abingdon in 1714. This gives it 

a double connection with Abingdon. Firstly, James Jennings was MP for 

Abingdon from 1710 to 1713 and again from 1715 to 1722. He was the son of 

Robert Jennings, who was Master of Abingdon School, and James Jennings 

also went to school in Abingdon. Secondly, the Company of Skinners was one 

of three companies into which the freemen of the Borough were divided in 1669 

– the others were the Grocers and the Butchers. All trades were sorted into one 

of the three companies. With this history the tankard fits in exactly with the 

collections, and it is therefore desirable that we should acquire it. 

 

1.2 The museum has further increased its online presence with a project for 

Women’s History Month called Women of Abingdon. Every day a post goes out 

on the museum’s social media channels, featuring a woman or a group of 

women connected to Abingdon. In addition four new blogposts are added 

throughout the month, each highlighting a particular group of women. The posts 

are created and published as a collaborative effort by the Museum Team. The 

Collections Officer was interviewed about the project on BBC Radio Oxford. 

1.3 The Museum has initiated an oral history project to document the lives of people 

in Abingdon during the Covid-19 pandemic. The project is entitled Abingdon 

People in Lockdown, and it has already had an excellent response. People have 

sent in short accounts of their experiences, diaries and photographs. Some of 

the submissions have been shared on the Museum website. All of them will be 

archived and preserved to document this exceptional time. 

2 Exhibitions 

2.1 The Museum is preparing the next temporary exhibition, which will be 

“Abingdon Treasures”, featuring artwork by the Haptic Art group inspired by the 

Museum collections. Contributions such as short interviews by the group 

members are being recorded which will be part of a digital presentation of the 

exhibition. This will be published before the Museum can re-open to visitors. At 

the same time, the artworks will be installed, so that the exhibition is ready when 

the Museum opens again. 
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2.2 The exhibition plan for 2021 is as follows: 

 

DATE SESSIONS GALLERY ATTIC 
GALLERY 

9 Jan – 28 March 2021 Rewind Proud Tradition? 

3 April – 27 June 2021 Abingdon Treasures – Haptic Art Proud Tradition? 

3 July – 26 Sept 2021 Illustrating Wildlife - David Melling Proud Tradition? 

2 Oct – 23 Dec 2021 Kate Hammersley Proud Tradition? 

 

Elin Bornemann 
Collections Officer 
12 March 2021 
 

 


