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Finance and General Purposes Committee 

Tuesday 30 March 2021 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present  
 

Cllr Samantha Bowring Chair 

Cllr Jim Halliday Vice-Chair, Chair of Amenities and Recreation Committee  

Cllr Eric de la Harpe 

Cllr Neil Fawcett Chair, Community Services Committee 

Cllr Pat Lonergan Chair, County Hall Museum Management Committee 

Cllr Charlie Birks Mayor (ex-officio) 

Cllr Andrew Skinner attended as substitute for Cllr Rowbottom 

 

In attendance 
 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

 

PCSO Ali Blood Thames Valley Police 

PC Barraclough Thames Valley Police 

Nick Randle LGRC 

Howard Midworth LGRC 

 
 

F151 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Barody, Cllr Foulsham, Cllr Oates and Cllr 
Rowbottom. 

 

F152 Declarations of Interests 
 

None 
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F153 Minutes 
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 February 2021 be signed 
as a correct record by the Chair. 
 
Minute F144 noted that the Town Clerk would share the letter sent to the Friends of 
Abingdon Abbey Buildings Trust with regard to future support.  The Town Clerk would 
place the letter in Sharepoint and include it as an appendix to the public minutes. The 
Town Clerk was asked to share any letters for councillors to review. 

 
 

F154 Matters Arising 
 

None 
 
 

F155 Statements and Questions from the Public 
 

None 
 

 

F156 Matters referred 
 

The Traffic Advisory Committee which met on 3 March 2021 recommended to the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee that funding is provided for a speeding 
survey on Copenhagen Drive beyond Mons Way.  The cost of the survey may be up to 
£250 and there is funding available in budget line 411/4265 – Transport initiatives - of 
£15,000.  It was RESOLVED to provide the funding required. 

 
 

F157 Forward Plan 
 
It was noted that the review of local transport support had previously requested the 
provision of bus usage figures regularly. It was agreed that this should resume after 
lockdown ends to enable councillors to make an informed decision for the budget for 
2022-3. 
 
 

F158 Actions register 
 

The actions register was reviewed and updated. 
 
Cllr Halliday had reviewed and commended the report from the ‘Be Free Young Carers’ 
charity. Cllr Halliday noted that it may be worth developing a proforma for grant-funded 
charities to help them to keep the Town Council updated. It was agreed that the Town 
Clerk would develop a proforma with Cllr Halliday. 
 
It was suggested that the actions register was very detailed and it may be more useful 
if the document could summarise actions more, rather than providing the narrative which 
led up to actions.  The actions register was under review and would be updated shortly. 
 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/traffic_advisory_committee_4.3.21_-_draft_minutes.pdf
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F159 Update from PCSO 
 

PCSO Ali Blood and PC Barraclough attended the meeting. PCSO Blood had provided 
a report in advance which committee members had reviewed.  Councillors thanked 
PCSO Blood for her work and that of her colleagues and noted the challenges they had 
faced over the past year. 
 
Cllr Fawcett mentioned problems with parking on Caldecott Road outside the entrance 
to Caldecott School and asked if the police could look into this. PC Barraclough said this 
would be done. 
 
Cllr Bowring asked the police representatives to advise the Town Council how it could 
help with the community transition out of lockdown and how the Town Council can work 
with the police.  PCSO Blood agreed to consider this and respond in due course. 

 
 

F160 Personnel sub-committee 
 

The minutes of the meetings of the sub-committee on 2 March 2021 and 26 March 2021 
were noted. 

 
 

F161 Covid Response Working Group 
 

The notes of the working group from 15 February 2021, 1 March 2021 and 15 March 
2021 were noted. 
 

 

F162 Finance report 
 

The committee received and considered the finance report, the management accounts 
for the committee and the full council management accounts presented by the Deputy 
Town Clerk / RFO for the period to 28 February 2021.  A list of payments made during 
the period 1 December 2020 to 28 February 2021 was also presented.   It was 
RESOLVED that the management accounts and the payment schedule be approved. 
 
It was RESOLVED that poll cards would not be produced for the forthcoming election 
for the Town Council vacancy in the Fitzharris Ock ward. 
 

 

F163 Covid-19 response 
 

The committee received and considered the report from the Town Clerk. 
 

Section 1 
The recommendation to approve section 1 was approved 

 
Section 2 
On item 2.7.1, it was noted that officers are currently working through guidance on 
events.  The Town Clerk recommended that authority be delegated to the Town Clerk 
and staff to implement rules as practical for individual events.  It was agreed to delete 
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the word ‘likely’ in line two. The recommendation to approve section 2, as amended, 
was approved. 
 
 
Section 3 
The committee was asked to make a recommendation to Full Council on how to proceed 
with Council meetings. 
 
Option 1 was amended to remove ‘not’. 
 
The Town Council must ensure that every Councillor is able to participate in meetings 
and take account of Councillors and members of the public who are clinically vulnerable 
or who have concerns about attending meetings in person.  The Town Council cannot 
require people to attend meetings. 
 
It may not be possible for Councillors to take part in decision-making virtually after May 
7 2021.  One option would be to hold meetings in two parts: the first part would be 
advisory, briefing participants in a second, in-person meeting who would be able to use 
this to inform their formal decision-making. 
 
It was agreed that the Town Council must ensure that it abides by government rules but 
Councillors would favour hybrid meetings with a virtual facility to enable members and 
staff with concerns or clinical needs to participate.  If the Town Council ends up running 
hybrid meetings it will be necessary to carefully consider how to ensure that all 
participants are equally involved. 
 
It was agreed that a survey of members and staff would be undertaken to find out who 
would be prepared to attend future meetings, in what circumstances and how such 
meetings would be organised. 
 
It was agreed to send a letter to the government minister expressing disappointment at 
the proposed changes. 
 
 
Mayor making 
The Town Clerk would meet with the retiring Mayor and Mayor-elect to sort out how the 
transition can be best undertaken. It was agreed to delegate this decision to the Town 
Clerk in consultation with the Mayor and Mayor-elect. 
 
 
Covid-19 testing 
The committee noted this section of the report.  The report advised that Town Council 
staff would need to attend a test centre in Wantage and it was agreed that the Town 
Clerk would write to the Secretary of State for Local Government to advise on the 
difficulties this would create. 
 
 
Section 4 
The committee noted this section of the report.  The Town Clerk was asked to prepare 
a report for Full Council on options to support residents as the lockdown eases. 
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F164 Governance review 
 

Nick Randle and Howard Midworth from LGRC gave a presentation on the work 
undertaken to date and presented options for the future governance of the Town 
Council.  The consultants sought a steer from the Town Council on two proposed options 
for the future management of Council business. 
 
Members considered the proposals and there was some concern that all Councillors 
were not involved in the discussion.  It was proposed by Cllr Fawcett, seconded by Cllr 
Lonergan and AGREED that an informal briefing be organised for all members with the 
same presentation to allow all councillors to make an informed decision at Full Council. 
 
Officers were asked to set up an all-member briefing with LGRC ahead of the Full 
Council meeting on 28 April 2021. 
 
  Nick Randle and Howard Midworth left the meeting. 
 

 

F165 Information Centre 
 

The committee noted the report. 
 
 

F166 Publicity 
 
Items recommended for future publicity: 
 
- Letters to be sent to the government with regard to changes to the rules for virtual 

Council meetings and the requirement for local government officers in Abingdon to 

have to travel to Wantage for Covid-19 testing. 

 

F167 Meetings for 2021 
 
The committee noted the date for a future meeting: 

 
15 June 2021 

 
The Town Council needs to agree dates for future meetings but these may be subject 
to changes of committee structure agreed in the governance review.  It was proposed 
by Cllr Fawcett, seconded by Cllr Lonergan and agreed that dates for future meetings 
should be set, to be changed if required. This would be useful to help Councillors with 
planning. 

 
 

F168 Exclusion of the public, including the press 
 

 It was moved that: 
 

In accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 
(as extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972), the public (including 
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the press) be excluded from the meeting because of the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted. 

  

 
F169 Confidential appendix to the minutes 
 

The committee received and considered the confidential appendix to the minutes of the 

meeting of 9 February 2021.  

 

It was resolved that the confidential appendix was a correct record and should be signed 

by the Chair. 

 

F170 Confidential actions register 
 

The confidential actions register was noted. 

 

F171 Matters referred 
 

(i) Guildhall Committee 4 March 2021 – min G107 

The committee considered the four recommendations relating to the management of the 
Guildhall historic rooms. It was resolved that the recommendations be approved.  
 
It was agreed to publicise the financial support provided by the Council to the Abbey 
Cinema during the Covid pandemic, taking into account commercial sensitivity and an 
appropriate level of detail.  
 
 
(ii) Amenities and Recreation Committee 17 March 2021 – min A91 

The committee considered the recommendation in relation to the leasing of the Old  
Cemetery Chapel. It was resolved that the recommendation be approved.  

 
 

(iii) Amenities and Recreation Committee 17 March 2021 – min A92 

The committee considered the recommendation in relation to a community woodland 
project. It was resolved that the recommendation be approved.  
 

 

F172 Confidential appendix to Personnel sub-committee minutes 
 

The committee received and considered the confidential appendix to the minutes of the 

Personnel Sub-Committee meeting of 26 March 2021. 

 

The committee considered the recommendations contained within the appendix and it 

was resolved that the recommendations be approved.  
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F173 I.T. Working Group 
 

The committee received and considered the report of the Town Clerk.  
 
The report was noted. 

 

F174 Property matters 
 

The committee received and considered the joint report of the Town Clerk and the 

Properties Officer. 

 

The committee noted the progress on the lease negotiations with the Abbey Cinema in 

relation to the Abbey Hall. 

 

The committee noted the progress on the negotiations with the Abbey Cinema in relation 

to the management of the Guildhall historic rooms. 

 

The committee noted the update on the relocation of Visitor Information Centre, 

including negotiations with Oxfordshire County Council Registration Office regarding the 

proposal of a shared reception facility. (This was shared with the public at the Parish 

Meeting of 10 March 2021). Members agreed that the future role and remit of the Visitor 

Information Centre needed to be finalized and it was agreed that the Town Clerk 

would bring some proposals to a future meeting. The committee agreed that usage 

/ visitor numbers should be monitored regularly and complete records retained. 

 

The committee considered a request from the Lions Club of Abingdon in relation to the 

maintenance and responsibility for the defibrillators located around the town. It was 

agreed that further information was required and a report would be presented at the 

next meeting of this committee. 

 

F175 Neighbourhood Plan 
 

The committee received and considered the report of the Town Clerk regarding the 2nd 

stage. It was resolved that: 

(i) The Town Clerk apply for the Basic Grant for the 2nd stage of the delivery of the 

Abingdon Neighbourhood Plan 

(ii) Authority be delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with Cllr Grace Clifton, 

Lead Councillor Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, and Cllr Samantha 

Bowring, Chair of Finance and General Purposes Committee, to accept the quote 

from Feria Urbanism, as detailed in the report. 

 

The meeting rose at 10:17pm 


