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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 30th MARCH 2021 

Agenda item 12: Report of the Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

Financial Report  

 

1. Introduction 

 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to: 

(i) Approve the committee’s management accounts for the period 1st April – 

28th February 2021. 

(ii) Approve the Full Council management accounts for the period 1st April–

28th February 2021. 

(iii) Note the additional costs incurred in relation to the COVID pandemic. 

(iv) Approve the payment listings for the period 1st December – 28th February 

2021. 

(v) Approve a recommendation on poll cards. 

 

 

2. Management Accounts 

 

2.1 Please find attached the management accounts for this committee (APPENDIX 

A). Income and expenditure are reported in the 2020-21 Actual YTD column 

(column 4). 

 
2.2 Expenditure as of 28th February 2021 is  £609,916. This represents 72.0% of the 

full year budget of £846,759.  

 

2.3 Income received as of 28th February 2021 is £1,688,229 (£1,633,160 of this being 

the precept).  This represents 98.2% of the income budget.  

 

2.4 Ignoring the precept, the overall position as of 28th February 2021 is reported as 

a net spend of £554,846, which is 72.9% of the net budget £760,654. 

 

2.5 The management accounts for the Full Council for the period ending 28th February 

2021 are attached in APPENDIX B. Expenditure is reported as £1,393,621 

(68.0% of the annual budget £2,049,761) and income received is £1,792,098 

(89.4% of £2,004,465 budget).  
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2.6 The management accounts include additional costs due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. As of 28th February 2021, the cost to the Council has been calculated 

as: 

 

Additional expenditure (PPE, security, market management etc) £44,260 

Lost income e.g., museum takings, ticket sales, market tolls £54,321 

The Abbey Cinema – rent, rates, and other recharges holiday £54,681 

Cost savings due to events not taking place    £58,635 

➔Total additional costs       £94,627 

 

2.7 Members are requested to approve the management accounts for the period 

1st April 2020 to 28th February 2021. 

 

 

3. Payment schedules 
 
3.1 The list of payments made between 1st December and 28th February 2021 are 

attached in APPENDIX C. 
 

3.2 It should be noted that the schedules are imported into excel directly from the 

Council’s computer cashbook.  They are then edited to an appropriate level to 

assist in the understanding of the payment, but it would be very time consuming 

to include all the desired detail.  You may have some queries and where possible 

it is requested that any queries are addressed to the Treasurer prior to the 

meeting. 

 

3.3 Please note that in many cases the payments shown include V.A.T This is 

reclaimable subject to the rules of partial exemption, but unfortunately the 

computer programme does not allow the VAT element to be shown on the 

payments schedule.  It is standard Council practice to refer to all expenditures as 

excluding VAT and so this means that it will often be the case that where an 

expenditure had been approved for, say, £1,000 it will show in the cashbook as 

£1,200. 

 

3.4 Payments for which income is derived are noted accordingly: e.g., recharges are 

indicated with “R;” and payments relating to goods for sale are marked “S.” 

 

3.5 Members are requested to approve the schedule of accounts for the period 

1st December to 28th February 2021. 
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4. Local election  
 
4.1 Members will be aware of the town councillor vacancy for the Fitzharris Ock ward.  

If the need for an election arises (more than one candidate) then this shall take 
place on 6th May 2021. Elections for the County Council and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner are also to be held on the same day.  
 

4.2 The decision whether to issue poll cards to residents within the Fitzharris Ock 

ward is a matter for the Council to determine. Poll cards would be provided by the 

District Council (who are responsible for organising elections) at an estimated cost 

of £2,600. This cost shall be borne fully by the Town Council. It is not possible to 

produce a joint poll card and share the printing and postage costs with the other 

two authorities as there is insufficient room on the card.  

 

4.3 The view of your officers is that the issuing of poll cards is surplus to requirements 

this time. Residents will be receiving poll cards for both the County Election and 

Police and Crime Commissioner Election and so will be aware of the election date, 

and it is expected that residents who turn out for those elections will also choose 

to vote in the town council election. If poll cards are not printed, then this would 

be in line with the Council’s key objective on green matters. 

 

4.4 It is recommended that poll cards are not produced for any forthcoming 

election for the vacancy in the Fitzharris Ock ward. This would be a resolved 

matter for this committee. 

 

 

Susan Whipp – Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

19th March 2021 

 


