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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 30th MARCH 2021 

Agenda item 9: Report from Police Community Support Officer Ali Blood 

Abingdon Town Neighbourhood Team 

 

I continue to work as part of the Abingdon Neighbourhood Team and have the responsibility 

for the town centre. Our team is currently made up of one Police Sergeant, three Police Officers 

and just seven PCSOs. We are split into three smaller teams and as a team have to cover 

Abingdon town as well as the surrounding villages and the Botley / Kennington area of Oxford. 

We work a four week pattern which are a mix of early and late shifts. I am currently the only 

PCSO dedicated to the town centre area of the town as my long-term colleague Susie is off on 

maternity leave. 

The last year on front line policing has been unprecedented and it is hard to put into words just 

how challenging it has been, as well as how quickly we have had to adapt as a team. I think 

none of us anticipated when the announcement broke that we were going into the first 

Lockdown on Tuesday 24th March 2020 and that it would last as long as it has. The laws in 

relation to Coronavirus have been changed 67 times in the last year with us having sometimes 

as little as 24 hours to read and digest, before beginning the task of enforcing.   

During the first lockdown, March 2020 onwards, the team became even smaller with the police 

officers being taken back to core response roles to bolster police resilience during the 

pandemic. This left PCSOs (myself included) as the sole officers fulfilling the vital 

neighbourhood role of high visibility patrol and engagement in the town and beyond. The 

majority of my time was spent out on patrol across Abingdon generally and the town centre 

engaging with the local community and explaining & enforcing the restrictions in place. The 

parks and open spaces were patrolled constantly, although inevitably with lockdown we at first 

saw a huge dip in anti-social behaviour. A considerable part of my time was spent supporting 

the shops that were open for essential reasons as sadly they saw an increase in abuse from 

members of the public struggling to adjust to the new situation.  

Normal police business did of course continue so alongside the above we were still answering 

calls for service on a daily basis. 

During the first part of last year I was also responsible for tutoring and mentoring two new 

Police Community Support Officers, one for 10 weeks and one for 15 weeks.  

The locally set priorities in the South & Vale area are: Tackling antisocial behaviour, the 

emerging County Drugs Line (CDL) phenomenon, knife crime, burglary and rural crime. 

Certainly the first three have been very relevant to much of my work in the town centre and 

nearby parks, although thankfully burglary remains low in the town and rural crime is not 

applicable to the town centre or much of my role. 
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Other work that I have been involved in over the last year has included:  

Problem solving work in relation to speeding in Ock Street, including joint working with our 

Roads Policing Unit in speed enforcement, the continued policing of illegal parking 

concentrated in the town centre with enforcement, as well as knife sweeps of local parks and 

hot spot areas. I remain the area’s SPOC for licensed premises, although as you would imagine 

this part of business has been very uneventful for the past year with the night time economy 

virtually disappearing due to lockdowns. 

I have also assisted the team in obtaining a number of Closure Orders on properties linked to 

drugs and ASB, which have been successfully applied for through the Magistrates’ Court. 

I continue to act as the liaison for Abingdon Shopwatch, Abingdon Pubwatch, Abingdon Street 

Pastors, Op Maverick (An ASB project) and am responsible for moderating all social media put 

out by the team. 

 

There has been some positive news for the town, and the last 12 months has seen: 

39% reduction in Burglary.  

62% reduction in Business & Community Burglary. 

56% reduction in Shopliftings.   

 

PCSO 9441 Ali Blood. 

Police Community Support Officer.  

Abingdon Neighbourhood Policing Team. 

 

 


