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Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee 

Thursday 18 February 2021 

MINUTES 

 

Present 
 

Cllr Gabby Barody Chair 

Cllr Alex Greenaway Vice-Chair  

Cllr Charlie Birks                  

Cllr Cheryl Briggs 

Cllr Samantha Bowring  

Cllr Andrew Coveney 

Cllr Eric de la Harpe  

 

 

In attendance 
 

Tim Badcock Outdoor Services Manager 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Cllr Jim Halliday 

Mr John Killick 

Ms Anne Smart Abingdon Cuts Plastic 

Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

Mr James Wigmore ABIBIKE 

 
 

GR42 Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Ulrike Rowbottom and Cllr Andy Foulsham. 

 
 

GR43 Declarations of Interests 
 

None. 
 



Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee 18 February 2021 Minutes 
 
 

2 
 

GR44 Minutes 
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2020 
be signed as a correct record by the Chair. 

 
  Anne Smart joined the meeting at 7.09pm 
 

 

GR45 Matters Arising 
 

None. 
 
 

GR46 Statements and Questions from the Public 
 

None. 
 
 

GR47 Forward Plan 
 

The Forward Plan was noted. 
 

 

GR48 Actions Register 
 

The Actions Register would be updated and presented to the next meeting. 
 
 

GR49 Single use plastics policy 
 

A draft policy was prepared and presented to the meeting by Cllr Coveney. 
 
Cllr Halliday mentioned planned new recycled plastic bollards for the Market 
Place and asked if these would be allowed within the terms of the policy. It was 
confirmed that they would.  Comments were offered and Cllr Coveney would 
amend the policy to reflect these.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Coveney, seconded by Cllr Greenaway and AGREED 
to adopt the policy, which would be RECOMMENDED to the Town Council. 

 
  James Wigmore joined the meeting at 7.30pm 
 
 

GR50 Energy Audits for Guildhall and County Hall Museum 
 

The Chair, Cllr Barody updated the meeting on this item. Cllr Barody and the 
Properties Officer have been liaising with a new company, SGS, to arrange an 
on-site assessment of emissions, heating and insulation. The company will 
offer recommendations with regard to heating, insulation and the possible 
installation of energy points to read and record energy use. The Guildhall will 
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be assessed first, then the County Hall. This is expected to be an ongoing 
process. The estimated time for the assessments to be undertaken is April due 
to current restrictions, although this may change if the restrictions do. 

 
 

GR51 Reusable bags 
 

Update from Cllr Greenaway. The design of the bags is still being considered 
and Cllr Greenaway has been delegated the task of completing this project. It 
is hoped that the bags will be delivered by July. Officer support was requested 
for the project, to be considered by the Town Clerk. 

 
 

GR52 Biodiversity Plan 
 

The Chair, Cllr Barody introduced the item, which seeks to develop a plan for 
Abingdon building on existing local schemes and seeking to learn from the 
experience of Henley Town Council. Henley has a Biodiversity Officer who has 
been asked to speak to the Committee at some point in the future. Henley Town 
Council has shared a blueprint which has been useful. 
 
John Killick advised that the Town Council should initially take stock of what 
exists already in the town, including parks, green spaces, the riverside, the Mill 
Stream and private gardens. Mr Killick mentioned that there were individuals 
and organisations in the town who could advise on biodiversity, including 
Abingdon Naturalists Society and the Horticultural Society. 
 
Possible actions identified by the committee included a publicity campaign to 
encourage residents to take part, an audit of land owned by the Town Council 
and approaches to other major landowners in the town, with Town Council 
actions offering encouragement.  It was suggested that the Outdoor Services 
Manager could be asked to undertake courses in biodiversity to support this 
project.  The Outdoor Services Manager would lead on developing the plan and 
the Finance and General Purposes Committee would be asked for funding to 
support any courses the Outdoor Services Manager wished to attend. 
 
It was agreed that the Outdoor Services Manager would be asked to lead a joint 
working party of the Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee and the Amenities 
and Recreation Committee to produce an audit of what there is in Abingdon 
and preparing a plan for how this can be developed. This was REFERRED to 
the Amenities and Recreation Committee to consider. 
 
The Henley Biodiversity Officer would be invited to attend a future meeting of 
the committee. 
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GR53 Environmental impact of events 
 

The committee considered a request from the Community Services Committee 
to consider what foods are provided at future events and the noise impact of 
fireworks. 
 
Cllr Bowring commented that one of the biggest impacts on the environment is 
food production and the Town Council should consider events in terms of the 
carbon footprint of food served.  The committee was asked to consider policies 
for this. Cllr Bowring also mentioned the carbon footprint of fireworks and asked 
for the committee to consider best practice.  
 
Anne Smart suggested providing more vegetarian food, salads and cardboard 
packaging. The idea of using bread such as pitta to serve food was also 
mentioned as a way to reduce waste.  The Outdoor Services Manager advised 
that there are many food providers who focus on this approach so it should be 
easy to find such providers. 
 
Chinese lanterns were mentioned as a related matter as these can be very 
environmentally destructive. The lanterns often have wire frames which can 
injure or kill wildlife and farm animals. 
 
Drone displays and light shows may be considered as possible alternatives to 
firework displays. It may be possible to introduce a decibel limit for fireworks 
and to consider the cost of drone displays compared with firework displays. 
 
The Chair, Cllr Barody, suggested a working party to prepare a simple 
document setting out standards for events.   
 
Cllr de la Harpe offered to begin work on a policy to address food waste and 
would report back to the next meeting.   
 
Cllr Halliday would email the Chair and Cllr de la Harpe a copy of a sustainable 
food policy as an example. The Chair, Cllr Barody, would research areas in the 
country which have banned / limited firework displays.  

 
Any policy which was developed would be recommended to the Community 
Services Committee or the Amenities and Recreation Committee as both are 
involved with outdoor events. 

 
 

GR54 Christmas lights 
 

The committee considered a request from the Amenities and Recreation 
Committee to consider the environmental impact of Christmas Lights with 
regard to energy use and biodiversity. 
 
Cllr Bowring advised the Committee about current plans to buy more lights for 
next Christmas, which provided an opportunity to consider their environmental 
impact, for example on biodiversity and insect life when choosing all these 
lights, to ensure that the Town Council was adopting best practice. 



Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee 18 February 2021 Minutes 
 
 

5 
 

 
It may be possible to switch lights off earlier each evening. It was also noted 
that insects do not live in the same light spectrum so it is possible to source 
lights which do not affect them.  It may be useful to consider all lighting in the 
town centre such as floodlighting and street lighting. 
 
It was AGREED that the Chair, Cllr Barody, would work with Cllr Halliday and 
Mr Killick to develop a recommendation to be given to the Amenities and 
Recreation committee a week before the next meeting of that Committee on 17 
March 2021.  Cllr Halliday suggested that the Town Council should buy lights 
this year and the Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee could develop a 
policy for next year. 

 
 

GR55 Neighbourhood Plan 
 

The Chair, Cllr Barody, provided an update.  The steering group has been set 
up and there are 10 focus groups. Each focus group has 15 places to fill and 
any spare places are being advertised on the Town Council website. 

 
 

GR56 Carbon Cutters 
 

Anne Smart circulated a paper to the meeting which she introduced and 
provided a verbal update on the activities of the group. 
 
In the past year Carbon Cutters has run student internships on areas including 
carbon offsetting and the carbon cost of investment. There had been a student 
survey on transport to work in Abingdon under the ‘Abingdon Liveable Streets’ 
group.  Survey responses demonstrate concern about the environment and 
note that many people would like to cycle and walk more if conditions were 
better. There were concerns about poor road conditions, high levels of traffic, 
lack of designated cycle routes and unlit or poorly lit roads. Results have been 
referred to volunteers working on the local cycling, walking and infrastructure 
plan (LCWIP). 
 
The Outdoor Services Manager noted that coffee cup waste was a continuing 
problem in the Market Place. He requested that Carbon Cutters produce a 
poster to stick on to the Town Council bins and noticeboards to advise people 
of alternatives such as returning cups to Costa for disposal. The Outdoor 
Services Manager would laminate and put up the posters when they were 
supplied. 
 
The outdoor team was thanked for their work in keeping the Market Place tidy. 
Cllr Briggs offered to follow up the waste in Bury Street which affects the Market 
Place in her role as a Vale of White Horse District Councillor. 
 
Anne Smart requested that the town’s plastic free status was added to the draft 
Single Use Plastics Policy (item GR49) and this was approved by the 
committee. 
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GR57 Update on Local Cycling, Walking & Infrastructure Plan 
(LCWIP) 

 
Cllr de la Harpe asked the meeting to consider adopting the draft policy which 
had been developed by Abingdon Liveable Streets. The document has not been 
shared so it cannot be agreed at present. The document has been submitted 
to Oxfordshire County Council to consider for adoption: Cllr de la Harpe noted 
that the previous minutes had recorded that the County Council was not 
considering the plan but this had now changed. 
 
The document is very lengthy. It defines routes through and around Abingdon 
and identifies where routes may be improved and developed.  The value of the 
document is more for the planning committee as it may be embedded in the 
Neighbourhood Plan and can help inform planning decisions.  If the policy is 
adopted by the Town Council it becomes a formal document to be taken into 
account by the planning authority. 
 
Cllr Barody asked if Cllr de la Harpe could provide the draft document and 
highlight the key areas for committee members to consider in advance of the 
next committee meeting. Cllr de la Harpe would circulate the link and this item 
would be reconsidered at the next meeting of this committee. 

 
 

GR58 20mph zones  
 

Cllr Coveney updated the committee on this item as Chair of the Traffic 
Advisory Committee. He noted that speed surveys were being planned around 
the town and he would update a future meeting about how those plans have 
developed. A Speedwatch programme and traffic calming measures are also 
being planned and updates would be provided to a future meeting. 

 
 

GR59 Street lighting 

 
This item was moved to the next meeting due to lack of time. 

 
 

GR60 Oxfordshire County Council's Climate Action Framework 
 

This item was noted. 
 
 

GR61 Publicity 
 

It was noted that the information regarding Costa cups has been advertised 
through the Council’s social media pages. 
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GR62 Agenda items for future meetings 
 

No items were identified. 
 
 

GR63 Calendar of meetings for the year 
 
The committee noted the dates of future meetings: 

 
Tuesday 20 April 2021 
Tuesday 8 June 2021 

 
 
 

The meeting rose at 9.01pm 


