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Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee 

Thursday 20 April 2021 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present 
 

Cllr Gabby Barody Chair 

Cllr Alex Greenaway Vice-Chair  

Cllr Charlie Birks                  

Cllr Cheryl Briggs 

Cllr Eric de la Harpe 

 
 

In attendance 
 

Tim Badcock Outdoor Services Manager 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Michelle Charlesworth  

Cllr Jim Halliday 

Mr John Killick 

Richard Riggs* 

Ms Anne Smart Abingdon Cuts Plastic 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

Mr James Wigmore ABIBIKE 

 
*Mr Riggs was unable to speak at the meeting due to microphone problems. 
 
 

GR64 Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Coveney, Cllr Foulsham and Cllr Rowbottom. 

 

GR65 Declarations of Interests 
 

None 
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GR66 Minutes 
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 February 2021 be signed 
as a correct record by the Chair. 

 
 

GR67 Matters Arising 
 

Christmas lights will be discussed under item GR78 - Street lights. 
 
 

GR68 Public participation 
 

Question from Michelle Charlesworth: Is the committee aware of the Oxfordshire One 
Planet Living commitment?  Would Abingdon Town Council/GAS be interested in making 
Abingdon a One Planet Living Town? I would like to share the possibilities with the 
committee and understand that time would need to be arranged for us to do that if 
interested. Myself and Philippa Hoy from Bioregional would be happy to spend time with 
delegates explaining how the OPL framework could work in Abingdon. 
 
The Chair, Cllr Barody asked Ms Charlesworth to circulate information on this and invited 
her to give a short presentation to the next meeting. 

 
 

GR69 Forward Plan 
 

The Forward Plan was noted.  Cllr Barody advised that the adoption of the biodiversity 
plan scheduled for July to Sept 2021 will be delayed while the plan is developed and the 
promotion of small environmental awards scheduled for October to December will be 
brought forward to the earlier quarter. 
 
With regard to the promotion of cycling and walking infrastructure, Cllr de la Harpe noted 
that the Abingdon Local Cycling, Walking and Infrastructure Plan has now been submitted 
to Oxfordshire County Council for adoption so it would be sensible for the Town Council 
to await completion of this process. 
 

 

GR70 Actions Register 
 

The updated Actions Register was reviewed. 
 
 
 

  

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bioregional.com%2Fprojects-and-services%2Finfluencing-wider-change%2Fone-planet-oxfordshire&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53c575a8c987464eaecd08d903500efd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637544464660067135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cs1caN2jKSPiz%2FQTdtFCQ9NQjXCqbIdBW6HnyOOKmlA%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bioregional.com%2Fprojects-and-services%2Finfluencing-wider-change%2Fone-planet-oxfordshire&data=04%7C01%7C%7C53c575a8c987464eaecd08d903500efd%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637544464660067135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=cs1caN2jKSPiz%2FQTdtFCQ9NQjXCqbIdBW6HnyOOKmlA%3D&reserved=0
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Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee Projects 
 
 

GR71 Biodiversity Plan 
 

The Committee considered the development and scope of a biodiversity plan for 
Abingdon. This is an item in the Forward Plan.  John Killick presented a report and Cllr 
Barody thanked him for his work. 
 
It was agreed to organise a biodiversity competition to invite residents to submit images 
of biodiversity in their homes.  The competition would include school grounds, shared 
outdoor green spaces, private gardens and window boxes. Groups or individuals will be 
invited to enter.  Entrants would be asked to submit ‘before’ and ‘after’ pictures to show 
how biodiversity has been implemented or improved in the spaces above.  Shortlisting 
will take place once photos have been received followed by a visit and prizegiving will be 
announced at a later date. 
 
The competition will be judged by the Mayor.  Half a page of the Town Crier has been 
earmarked to announce this competition.  Vouchers for local markets were suggested for 
prizes to keep money local. 
 

The Chair will speak to the Communications, Marketing and Events Officer to discuss 
publicity and a competition. It is hoped that funding may be obtained from organisations 
in the town. 

 
 

GR72 Mission statement 
 

The committee considered a proposed mission statement presented by the Chair, Cllr 
Barody: 
 

Abingdon Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee: Socially and environmentally 

responsible for creating a Town that is inclusive and is thriving, sustainably embracing 

creativity and diversity. We will "reduce, reuse and recycle" and in doing so, promote 

healthy and long-lasting biodiversity, continuing with reducing our carbon emissions 

welcoming ideas and innovation living up to the local and central climate emergency 

agenda.  

Members were asked to comment on the proposed mission statement and for a final 
version to be agreed at the next meeting. 
 
 

GR73 Reusable bags 
 

The Vice-Chair, Cllr Greenaway, presented a design for reusable bags for approval by 
the committee. The meeting considered the timeline for production and plans for the 
distribution of bags.   
 
The design included line drawings by the Late Cllr Audrey Hasnip for inclusion in Town 
Crier in the 1990s. The meeting noted that the drawings prepared by Cllr Hasnip were 
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the copyright of the Town Council as she had generously donated them.  Cllr Greenaway 
thanked Joe McGowan for his work on the design. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Barody, seconded by Cllr Briggs and agreed to adopt the design 
for the bags.  Cllr Greenaway will speak to officers to work on production. It is estimated 
that completion will take 3-4 weeks. 

 
 

GR74 Update on Guildhall and Museum energy audits 
 

The committee received and considered an update from the Properties Officer on the 
current energy audits and possible funding for future projects.  Work to upgrade Town 
Council buildings to make them more energy efficient and carbon neutral continues.  The 
committee thanked the Properties Officer for her work and efficiency. 

 
 
 

Items referred from other committees and meetings 
 
 

GR75 Environmental impact of events 
 
The Community Services Committee on 9 March 2021 (CS59) asked the Green Advisory 
and Scrutiny Committee to consider what foods are provided at future events.  
 
Cllr de la Harpe presented a proposal to be considered.  The Town Council has declared 
a climate emergency and there are certain foodstuffs which are not sustainable.  The draft 
food policy takes account of this by categorising different foods using a ‘traffic light’ 
system, supplemented with a ‘gold list’ of foods which can have a positive impact such 
as green local produce and Fairtrade produce.  It was suggested that Fun and Music in 
the Park could have a seasonal and green focus for food served and this would be 
recommended to the Community Services committee. 
 
Cllr de la Harpe would continue working on the draft policy, taking into account the 
comments made, to bring a proposal to the next meeting. 
 
It was noted that events run by the Town Council use a lot of generators and chemical 
toilets so there are other elements to take into account to address the environmental 
impact of events. 

 
 

GR76 Carbon Cutters 
 

An update was provided on waste and reusable cups.  Anne Smart and the Chair, Cllr 
Barody approached Market Place cafes to find out what actions they had taken. The 
problem of waste has got worse under lockdown as people go out to drink and use 
disposable cups as a precaution.  Coffee shops were aware of the litter problem as 
publicised by the Town Council and some cafes will take back any compostable or 
biodegradable cups for recycling.  If these types of cups are thrown into the litter they are 
the same as waste.  Most of the cafes said they would fill reusable cups for customers 
but none of them sell these cups.   

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/green_advisory_and_scrutiny_committee_20.4.21_-_item_11_energy_audit_report.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/green_advisory_and_scrutiny_committee_20.4.21_-_item_12_food_policy.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/green_advisory_and_scrutiny_committee_18.2.21_-_item_15_abingdon_carbon_cutters_cag_entry.pdf
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Carbon Cutters plan to hold an event on Saturday 29 May to give away coffee with 
reusable cups.  The museum could provide assistance for the event and the Town Clerk 
would contact the Museum Manager to discuss this.  All such events are dependent on 
Covid-19 guidelines at the time.  The event would be publicised on the Town Council 
website and social media. 
 
Cllr Barody noted that a proposal to provide bins specifically for coffee cups in the Market 
Place would be considered by the Town Council at its meeting on 28 April 2021.  It was 
noted that 91% of the waste collected by the Town Council is recycled.  The Outdoor 
Services Manager would check on how compostable coffee cups are recycled and report 
back to the next meeting. 
 
 

 

Items not in the direct control of the Town Council 
 
 

GR77 Indoor and outdoor burners 
 

The committee considered a message from a resident with regard to the Town Council’s 
position on fuel-burning patio heaters, which the resident considered to be a nuisance. 
The committee considered whether the Town Council could advise on this matter or 
should have a policy on wood burning. 
 
It was noted that logs should be kiln-dried for maximum efficiency and minimum 
emissions and must not be wet. Kiln-dried or two-year seasoned, dry logs are the best 
things to burn. There is no policy but advice could be publicised on the Town Council 
website.  Cllr Barody would speak to the Outdoor Services Manager about advice for the 
website and would respond to the resident. 

 
 

GR78 Street lighting 

 
The committee considered the impact of street lighting on insects and whether it may be 
possible to get street lights switched off early in the morning. Oxfordshire County Council 
has advised that: 
 
1. The impact of street lights on insects has never been considered; 
2. There is a rolling programme of swapping out lamps with LEDs; 
3. Each light has its own light sensor which does the switching on and off; 
4. There is a process whereby a request can be made to switch lights off earlier or 

altogether but they are reluctant to do so in urban areas for road safety reasons. 
 
It was noted that lights should point downwards to illuminate the pavement and new LED 
lights are far more focused.  The committee agreed that current street lighting was 
appropriate and that turning it off would affect individual safety in the town. This could be 
reviewed in future. 
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GR79 Publicity 
 

The following items were suggested for publicity: 
 

- Biodiversity competition in the Town Crier magazine; 
- Carbon Cutters pop-up café on website and social media; 
- It would be useful to let residents know that the Town Council has considered items such 

as street lights, plastics and coffee cups.  Cllr Barody would speak to the Town Clerk 
about this. 
 

 

GR80 Agenda items for future meetings 
 

Presentation on Oxfordshire One Planet Living from Michelle Charlesworth. 
 
 

GR81 Calendar of meetings for the year 
 
The committee noted the date of the next meeting:  

 
Tuesday 8 June 2021 
 

 
The meeting rose at 8.47pm 
 
 
 


