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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

GREEN ADVISORY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 20 APRIL 2021 

Agenda item 11: Energy Audit & Decarbonisation Scheme 

 
 
Report of the Properties Officer  
 
SGS undertook the energy audit of the museum on Monday 19th April. We are now 
waiting on the findings of the full audit of the Guildhall Complex and Museum and the 
results of how the Town Council can improve its energy consumption.   
 
SGS have put forward to the Town Council the recommendation to apply for a 
Government grant to enroll into phase 2 of the government’s ‘Decarbonisation 
Scheme’ which is open to the public sector including local authorities.  This application 
could potentially allow the Town Council to reduce our emissions created from the use 
of fossil fuels in heating our buildings and transitioning to low carbon sources for our 
heating.  
 
Phase 2 Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) will provide £75m of grant 
funding to projects that focus on heat decarbonisation and has been launched to 
provide support and funding to those organisations which are ready to take that step 
to a low carbon future. Phase 2 will focus on heat decarbonisation with the main 
emphasis on heating within buildings, making systems more energy efficient and less 
damaging to the environment. Phase 2 PSDS will be available for the installation of 
low-carbon heating measures, alongside heat reduction and energy efficiency 
measures, as part of a ‘whole building’ and will assist in paving the way to help the UK 
Government to reach Net Zero carbon emissions by 2050.  
 
For the Town Council to be eligible and apply for grant funding for projects it will be 
required to meet the compliance criteria below:  
 

1) Applicants must have and be using a fossil-fuelled heating system. 
 
2) The heating system in question should be coming to the end of its useful 

life. 
 
3) Applications must include a measure to contribute to decarbonise the 

heating with a low carbon heating system. 
 
4) Applicants can include energy efficiency measures and other enabling 

works where they support a ‘whole building’ approach to decarbonisation. 
 
5) The funding provided to save a tonne of non-traded carbon (CO₂e) over the 

lifetime of the project (the Carbon Cost Threshold (CCT)) must be no more 
than £325, which is automatically calculated by the Support Tool in the 
Grant Application Form. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-sector-decarbonisation-scheme-psds
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-sector-decarbonisation-scheme-psds
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6) Phase 2 PSDS is primarily for capital works, however external consultancy 
and management fees may be included. Existing employee costs or any 
costs previously incurred may not be included. 

 
7) Reasonable enabling and ancillary works may be included in the 

application, provided they are directly linked to the core technologies being 
installed, and these will be reviewed for value for money.  

 
8) Individual applications can be made up to, but should not exceed, £5 million 

in value although an applicant can submit more than one application.  
  
9) Eligible bodies must either own the building that the funding is being used 

to upgrade or have a long-term Phase 2 Public Sector Decarbonisation 
Scheme. 

 
10) Projects must be able to complete by 31st March 2022. Funding is not 

available for projects that cannot deliver to this timeframe and projects 
which do not complete before. 

 
Unfortunately, because the Town Council upgraded the Abbey Hall Boilers in 
December 2020, the newly installed boilers have an estimated lifespan of up to 25 
years and there are no scheduled future projects/upgrades linked to decarbonisation 
which could start and finish within the April 2021 - March 2022 timescale, the Town 
Council cannot meet the criteria required to apply for funding.   
 
Moving forward, following the aforementioned audit of both the Guildhall complex and 
Museum, the Town Council can use SGS’s advice and recommendations on how to 
reduce its energy consumption in the most cost-effective way possible. We can then 
ensure the future running and maintaining of its buildings are as energy efficient as is 
reasonably practicable. 
 
 
Victoria Moore 
Properties Officer 
14 April 2021   
 
 
 


