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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

GREEN ADVISORY AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 20 APRIL 2021 

Agenda item 7: Actions Register 

 

Date of 
Meeting 

Resolution Action Timescale 
 

Notes and any further action required 

03-Dec-19 BIODIVERSITY PLAN 
The committee raised concerns regarding 
the speed at which matters were able to be 
implemented taking in to account the 
severity and urgency of the climate 
emergency. A member updated the 
committee on recent initiatives by Henley 
Town Council which included the rapid 
appointment of a biodiversity officer.  It was 
resolved that officers would contact Henley 
Town Council to find out further details and 
report back at the next meeting. 

Officers to contact 
Henley Town Council 
on recent initiatives 
regarding the climate 
emergency  

 Oct-20: The Communications and 
Marketing Officer has contacted Henley 
Town Council regarding this and is 
awaiting a response to take to next 
meeting.  
Jan 2021: Information received from 
Henley and sent to Chair. Henley 
Biodiversity officer has been invited to 
attend February meeting. Awaiting reply. 
18.2.21: Agreed that the Outdoor Services 
Manager would be asked to lead a joint 
working party of GASC and Amenities and 
Recreation to produce an audit of what 
there is in Abingdon and prepare a plan for 
how this can be developed. REFERRED to  
Amenities and Recreation to consider. 
12.4.21: the item has not yet been 
considered by the Amenities and 
Recreation Committee.  

01-Sept-
2020 

REUSABLE BAGS (GR18) 
It was recommended to Finance and 
General Purposes that: 
(i) 1,000 sustainable cotton cloth bags be 

Cllr Alex Greenaway 
and Communications, 
Marketing and Events 
Officer to work on 

 10.11.20: (GR31) Cllr Alex Greenaway 
provided an update confirming that Full 
Council had allowed a budget of £900 for 
this and that he had obtained quotes for 
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purchased for distribution at the Monday 
Market 
(ii) The bags be printed with the Town 
Council logo or other suitable design work 
(iii) The order be placed with an 
appropriate company, using sustainable 
sources and with appropriate green 
policies. 

producing bags to be 
distributed at Abingdon 
market.  
 

this work. Cllr Alex Greenaway would work 
with the Communications, Marketing and 
Events Officer to  
produce a design for approval at the 
meeting in January. 
18.2.21 (GR51) Cllr Greenaway requested 
officer support to progress the design and 
procurement. 
12.4.21: bag design finalised, to be added 
to the agenda for 20.4.21 for approval. 

1-Sep-20 
 

GREEN GRANTS (GR22) 
Regarding the use of green grants for the 
Council’s own property, the committee 
considered if there were any opportunities 
to benefit. Cllr Barody reminded members 
that there was expected to be a fund soon 
available from central government for the 
improvement of public buildings. Cllr Barody 
agreed to investigate the scheme and report 
back at a later meeting 
 

Cllr Barody agreed to 
investigate the scheme 
and report back at a 
later meeting 
 

 April 2021: government green grants are 
due to be withdrawn. Chair to update. 

1-Sep-20 
 

20 MPH AREAS (GR24) 
It was resolved that Cllr Alex Greenaway, 
Cllr Charlie Birks and Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
produce a map of proposed 20 mph areas 
that could be put forward to the next Traffic 
Advisory Committee meeting for 
consideration.  

Cllr Alex Greenaway, 
Cllr Charlie Birks and 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
produce a map of 
proposed 20 mph 
areas that could be put 
forward to the next 
Traffic Advisory 

 Contacted Cllrs to check if they would Iike 
this added as an Agenda item on Traffic 
advisory committee meeting of 26.11.20 or 
if they require more time. Awaiting 
response. 
18.2.21: Cllr Coveney updated the 
committee as Chair of the Traffic Advisory 
Committee that speed surveys were being 
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Committee meeting for 
consideration. 
 

planned around the town and he would 
update a future meeting about how those 
plans have  
developed. A Speedwatch programme and 
traffic calming measures are also being 
planned and updates would be provided to 
a future meeting. 
April 2021: Cllr Coveney to keep the 
committee updated on the work of the 
Traffic Advisory Committee. 

1-Sep-20 GRANTS SCHEME (GR24) 
It was resolved that Cllr Alex Greenaway 
would speak to Cllr Neil Fawcett as Chair of 
the Community Services committee to see 
if the grants scheme could be advertised 
more fully on the website to encourage 
groups with green initiatives to apply. 

Cllr Alex Greenaway 
would speak to Cllr 
Neil Fawcett as Chair 
of the Community 
Services committee to 
see if the grants 
scheme could be 
advertised more fully 
on the website to 
encourage groups with 
green initiatives to 
apply. 

  

10-Nov-20 MISSION STATEMENT (GR38) 
Cllr Gabby Barody confirmed she would 
email a proposed Mission statement out to 
members and this would be discussed and 
agreed at the next committee meeting on 
19th January 2021. 

Cllr Gabby Barody 
confirmed she would 
email a proposed 
Mission statement out 
to members  
 

 18.2.21: Cllr Barody to update meeting. 
20.4.21: Cllr Barody to bring proposal to 
meeting 
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18-Feb-21 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT OF EVENTS 
(GR53) 
Request from the Community Services 
Committee to consider what foods are 
provided at future events and the noise 
impact of fireworks.  One of the biggest 
impacts on the environment is food 
production and the Town Council should 
consider events in terms of the carbon 
footprint of food served. The committee 
was asked to consider policies for this. Cllr 
de la Harpe offered to begin work on a 
policy to address food waste and would 
report back to the next meeting. Cllr 
Halliday would email the Chair and Cllr de 
la Harpe a copy of a sustainable food 
policy as an example. Any policy which 
was developed would be recommended to 
the Community Services Committee or the 
Amenities and Recreation Committee as 
both are involved with outdoor events. 

Cllr de la Harpe to 
begin work on a policy 
to address food waste, 
to report back to the 
next meeting.  
Cllr Halliday to email 
the Chair and Cllr de la 
Harpe a copy of a 
sustainable food policy 
as an example. 
 

 9.3.21: considered by Community Services 
(CS59), including a presentation by a 
member of the public. Cllr Bowring was 
asked to present a proposal to GASC, to 
be referred back to Community Services. 
20.4.21: Cllr de la Harpe to update the 
meeting. 
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18-Feb-21 
 

FIREWORKS (GR53) 
The committee considered a request from 
the Community Services Committee to 
consider the noise impact of fireworks.  
Drone displays and light shows may be 
considered as possible alternatives to 
firework displays. It may be possible to 
introduce a decibel limit for fireworks and 
to consider the cost of drone displays 
compared with firework displays. The 
Chair, Cllr Barody, suggested a working 
party to prepare a simple document setting 
out standards for events. The Chair, Cllr 
Barody, would research areas in the 
country which have banned / limited 
firework displays.   Any policy which was 
developed would be recommended to the 
Community Services Committee or the 
Amenities and Recreation Committee as 
both are involved with outdoor events. 
 

The Chair, Cllr Barody, 
suggested a working 
party to prepare a 
simple document 
setting out standards 
for events. The Chair, 
Cllr Barody, would 
research areas in the 
country which have 
banned / limited 
firework displays.  
 

 9.3.21: considered by Community Services 
(CS67).  Agreed to await the advice of 
GASC. Officers were asked to scope 
prices for drone displays so the  
committee could consider whether this 
would be an option.  It was agreed to 
request that Planning, Highways and 
Consultations consider noise pollution at 
events. 
6.4.21: considered by Planning, Highways 
and Consultations, agreed to request that 
GASC consider the issue and make a 
recommendation to Full Council on future 
displays in and around Abingdon and 
asked the Town Clerk to prepare a report 
for the committee to consider in terms of 
costs for drone displays 
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18-Feb-21 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS (GR54) 
The committee considered a request from 
the Amenities and Recreation Committee 
to consider the environmental impact of 
Christmas Lights with regard to energy use 
and biodiversity. It was AGREED that the 
Chair, Cllr Barody, would work with Cllr 
Halliday and Mr Killick to develop a 
recommendation to be given to Amenities 
and Recreation. Cllr Halliday suggested 
that the Town Council should buy lights 
this year and the Green Advisory and 
Scrutiny Committee could develop a policy 
for next year. 

Cllr Barody would work 
with Cllr Halliday and 
Mr Killick to develop a 
recommendation to be 
given to Amenities and 
Recreation. 
 

 17.3.21: considered by Amenities and 
Recreation (A79),  
Cllr Halliday, Cllr Barody and John Killick 
had considered this further and concluded 
that there are few insects in December so 
the impact of Christmas lights will be 
minimal. The lights are all LEDs so the 
power consumption is minimal. 
It was AGREED that the purchase of new 
lights from the agreed budget should be 
delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation 
with the Christmas Lights sub-committee – 
Cllr Halliday and Cllr Clifton. 

18-Feb-21 
 

LOCAL CYCLING, WALKING AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN (GR57) 
Cllr de la Harpe asked the meeting to 
consider adopting the draft policy which 
had been developed by Abingdon Liveable 
Streets. The document has been submitted 
to Oxfordshire County Council to consider 
for adoption.  If the policy is adopted by the 
Town Council it becomes a formal 
document to be taken into account by the 
planning authority.  

Cllr de la Harpe to 
provide the draft 
document and 
highlight key areas for 
committee members to 
consider. Cllr de la 
Harpe would circulate 
the link and this item 
would be reconsidered 
at the next meeting of 
this committee. 
 

 2.4.21: The LCWIP is currently being 
worked on at County Council and it is 
hoped that it will be completed by June or 
July. If this is the case, there is no need for 
the Town Council to adopt the draft 
document.   
20.4.21: to keep as an active item for 
GASC to revisit in future when the matter 
has been resolved by Oxfordshire County 
Council. 
 

 


