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GREEN SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
 
Background  
 
At its meeting on 20th March 2019 the Town Council, in common with many councils both 
in this country and around the world declared a climate emergency.  
 
This was in response to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report 
on Global Warming of 1.5°C, published in October 2018. This report described the 
enormous harm that a 2°C rise is likely to cause compared to a 1.5°C rise, and told us 
that limiting Global Warming to 1.5°C may still be possible with ambitious action from 
national and sub-national authorities, civil society, the private sector, indigenous peoples 
and local communities.  
 
The Town Council believes that:  
 
1. All governments (national, regional and local) have a duty to limit the negative 

impacts of Climate Change. It is important for the residents of Abingdon and the UK 
that councils commit to carbon neutrality as quickly as possible;  

 
2. The consequences of global temperature rising above 1.5°C are so severe that 

preventing this from happening must be humanity’s number one priority; and,  
 
3.  Bold climate action can also deliver economic savings and market opportunities (as 

well as improved well-being for people worldwide).  
 
 
In addition to declaring a “Climate Emergency” the Council has pledged to make the 
Council as carbon neutral as possible by 2030 and to do all it can to support carbon 
emission reduction across the town. In order to achieve this it:  
 

• Will work with the District Council to determine and implement best practice 
methods to limit Global Warming to less than 1.5°C.  

• Continue to work with partners from local businesses, community groups and 
residents to deliver this new goal through all relevant strategies and plans;  

• Report to Full Council within nine months the actions the Council will take to 
address this emergency.  

• Call on Westminster to provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 target 
possible.  

 
 
Purpose of the Committee  
 
1. The Committee is tasked with advising the Council and its committees on how to 

comply with the Council’s motion of 20th March 2019 and the target set to make 
the Council as carbon neutral as possible by 2030 and to provide an ongoing 
scrutiny of all the Council’s services in this regard. It does not have delegated 
powers, the Committee acting in an advisory and scrutiny role. 
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2. The Committee shall advise the Council, its committees and sub-committees on 
all matters relating to the climate emergency and the environmental impact of its 
actions with a view to promoting sustainability, adopting best practice and 
strengthening the council’s environmental performance. This will include but is not 
limited to the following actions:  
 
- To undertake a systematic review of all of the Council’s services (including its 

internal operations) and make recommendations to the Council, its committees 
and sub-committees on ways in which the council can reduce damage to the 
global and the local environment through its policies and practices in the 
delivery of its services.  
 

- To scrutinise the work of the Council on an ongoing basis during each cycle of 
meetings and to advise the Council, its committees and sub-committees on the 
implications of it actions in relation to the climate emergency and the 
environmental impact.  

 

- To suggest new services and initiatives which the Council, its committees and 
sub-committees may consider in relation to their impact on the climate 
emergency and the environment.  

 

- To make recommendations to the Council, its committees and subcommittees 
on bids for funding relating to the climate emergency and improving the 
environmental impact of its actions.  

 

- To report on the work of the Committee through its draft minutes at each 
meeting of the Council.  

 

- To provide an annual report on the Council’s progress made to comply with the 
Council’s motion of 20th March 2019 and the target set to make the Council as 
carbon neutral as possible by 2030 at the Council meeting each January. 

 

- Subject to the powers of the Green Scrutiny Committee, to provide community 
leadership and raise awareness in relation to the climate emergency and 
sustainability, working with and engaging with public sector partners, 
businesses, community groups and residents.  

 

- To advise on how the Council can contribute to: 
 

- national legally binding targets on the climate emergency  
 

- countywide targets on the climate emergency through the Oxfordshire 
Environment Partnership (OEP) 
 

- the Oxfordshire Energy Strategy Delivery Plan  
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Membership  
 
The Membership will be as appointed by the Town Council.  
 
The Mayor and Leader will be ex-officio voting members of the Committee.  
 
A Member who is unable to or does not wish to attend a meeting may nominate a 
substitute member in accordance with the Council’s terms of reference.  
 
The Committee has the power to co-opt non-councillors on an annual basis, subject to 
those co-opted Members agreeing to abide by and signing the Council’s Code of 
Conduct.  
 
 
Committee procedures  
 
The Committee’s procedures are as set out in the Council’s Standing Orders and Council 
& Committee Terms of Reference 
 


