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Traffic Advisory Committee 

Wednesday 3 March 2021 

DRAFT MINUTES 

 

Present  
 

Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council:   
Cllr Andrew Coveney  Chair 
Cllr Jim Halliday 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Andy Foulsham 
Cllr Patrick Lonergan 

 
Oxfordshire County Council:   

Cllr Neil Fawcett 
Cllr Alison Rooke  Vice-Chair 

 
Vale of White Horse District Council:   

Cllr Cheryl Briggs 
Cllr Mike Pighills 
Cllr Max Thompson 

 
Thames Valley Police: 

Mr Chris Hulme. 
 
Principal Officer, Traffic Schemes – Area Operations South, OCC:  

Mr Lee Turner  
 
 

 

In attendance 
 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Tony Betteridge Resident 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 
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T22 Apologies for Absence 
 
Cllr Charlie Birks 

 
 

T23 Declarations of Interests 
 

None 
 
 

T24 Minutes and matters arising 
 

Cllr Rooke noted that p1, T6-T16 road patching should refer to Cllr Emily Smith as the 
section of road considered is in her division, Abingdon North. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 26 November 2020, as 
amended, be signed as a correct record by the Chair. 

 
  Cllr Neil Fawcett joined the meeting at 7.02pm. 
 
 

T25 Matters Arising 
 

Cllr Foulsham mentioned traffic turning into Farm Road off Dunmore Road, which has 
become more of an issue during recent roadworks on Dunmore Road. Traffic, including 
HGVs, has been trying to cut through, causing disruption.  Cllr Foulsham was asked to 
contact Cllr Emily Smith about this and for it to be listed as an action to be considered 
at a future meeting.  

 
Cllr Pat Lonergan joined the meeting at 7.03pm. 

 
 

T26 Public participation 
 

Tony Betteridge spoke to the meeting on the subject of speeding and the density of 
traffic on Copenhagen Drive.  Traffic using this and surrounding roads can travel at 
excessive speeds and there are residential areas next to the road. Residents may have 
difficulty joining the main road from Mons Way due to traffic speeds.  Traffic needs to be 
slowed and Mr Betteridge had suggested a roundabout to the County Council. He was 
advised that this would not be done as the current road layout was considered to be 
satisfactory and safe.  Mr Betteridge would therefore like to request that the 30mph area 
is extended and that speed cameras are considered.  Mr Betteridge noted that the 
density of traffic may be a future problem due to increasing traffic. 
 
Cllr Foulsham noted that speeding is an issue on the other side of Wootton Road 
roundabout in Dunmore ward. 
 
Chris Hulme from Thames Valley Police said that a new speed limit introduced in the 
past month had already generated complaints of non-compliance.  This suggested that 
the environment in the area had not changed much, which was a concern.  Speed 
monitoring was currently suspended due to the pandemic but Mr Hulme said that 
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monitoring the new speed limit is the responsibility of the County Council.  However, this 
may be unusual so soon after a new speed limit has been put in place. 
 
Lee Turner from Oxfordshire County Council commented that Copenhagen Drive has 
no frontages or crossings so it is a 40mph road from the point of view of the County 
Council. Reducing the speed limit on the road would be unlikely to change driver 
behaviour.  A speeding survey could be undertaken at a cost of around £250 for a 24 
hour monitoring survey: the cost would fall to the Town Council. If there was evidence 
of speeding the matter could be referred to Thames Valley Police to enforce. 
 
New housing may be built in the ‘circus field’ to the north of Copenhagen Drive near to 
Wootton Road roundabout. This would necessitate a reduction in the speed limit. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Halliday, seconded by Cllr Lonergan and agreed to 
recommend to the Abingdon Town Council Finance and General Purposes 
Committee that funding is provided for a speeding survey on Copenhagen Drive 
beyond Mons Way. 

 
 

T27 Items submitted to the Town Clerk by members or residents / public 
ahead of the meeting 

 
Cllr Grace Clifton: parking on Northcourt Road and pavement access 
 
Cllr Clifton reported an issue which had been raised by a resident which the committee 
noted had been a problem for some time.  The issue was most notable near to the flats 
and the entrance to Dunmore School and it particularly affected users of mobility 
scooters, wheelchairs and pushchairs, who often found it difficult to pass.  It could also 
be hazardous for cyclists as many cars park half on the pavement and there is no way 
to know if people are going to open their vehicle doors.  
 
Mr Hulme commented that the area of concern outside the flats belongs to the District 
Council. As it is not highway, it is difficult to undertake traffic enforcement.  Parking 
issues can be caused by both local residents and people dropping off and collecting 
children from the school. The PCSO does patrol the area to try to address the issue but 
it has not improved. Mr Hulme suggested approaching the District Council to seek to 
address the issue, perhaps by providing alternative parking arrangements for local 
residents to avoid the need to park in places which can cause an obstruction.  
 
Mr Hulme will refer the matter back to the PCSO to ask them what further actions may 
be possible, in particular with regard to parking related to the school. 
  
Cllr Briggs commented that the issue has come up regularly at the District Council but it 
has not been resolved. She would raise the matter again in consultation with Cllr Helen 
Pighills and would report back to a future meeting. 
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Residents/public 
 

Dr Larry Forrest: road traffic accident (RTA) on Norman Avenue and the need for 
traffic calming measures 

 
Mr Forrest submitted a letter which referred to a serious road traffic accident (RTA) on 
Norman Avenue. He asked the committee to consider traffic calming measures.   
 
Mr Turner commented that the County Council was aware of the collision as a letter had 
been received from another resident. County Council officers have inspected the site 
and concluded that the RTA was not caused by a defect in the highway. The road does 
not have a bad history of collisions.  The bend in Norman Avenue is near to a school 
entrance and the County Council will be installing new ‘children crossing’ warning signs.  
’Slow’ markings have also been added near to the signs. 
 
Officers were asked to respond to the letter to advise them of the changes made and to 
go back to the person who enquired asking if their concerns had been addressed. 
 

 
Mr Tony Betteridge: speed limits 

 
Mr Betteridge’s comments were discussed under item 5.  The Chair, Cllr Coveney, noted 
that no actions had been raised for the Wootton Road junction. 
 
Mr Turner advised that Wootton Road is not a good location for a 30mph limit as it is a 
country road on which people would not respect a 30mph limit. If the whole road to 
Whitecross was 30mph this would remove the buffer which made clear that people were 
entering a new environment. It is therefore not appropriate to change the speed limit on 
that road. 
 
There is no safe cycle path on Wotton Road and recent changes to the Wootton Road 
roundabout also did not address the needs of cyclists well.  Changes to the roundabout 
should help but they have not been planned with pedestrians and cyclists primarily in 
mind.  The whole area under consideration is going to become part of the town of 
Abingdon when new housing is built.  To encourage more people to walk and cycle the 
design of the road needs to be addressed to make it feel like a 30mph road and to 
actively discourage people from speeding. 
 
A recent planning application for a supermarket on Wootton Road was objected to by 
the County Council on highways grounds and it would be worth reviewing those 
objections in relation to this issue.   
 
Mr Hulme referred to the driving environment as an important factor in limiting speed 
and noted that if the speed limit is wrong for the environment it will not work. Speed limit 
signs alone will not make roads safer for cycling and walking.   
 
It was noted that Wootton Road is going to have more housing shortly along much of 
the road which may lead to the speed limit being addressed.  Mr Turner advised that 
speed limit changes tend to be addressed when developments are introduced. 
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The committee noted Mr Betteridge’s comments and the anticipated changes in the local 
environment which it was expected would address the speeding issue on Wootton 
Road. 

 
 

T28 Facilities for cyclists and cycling strategy in Abingdon 
  

It was noted that the cycle lane on the western side of Bath Street between Stratton 
Way and Faringdon Road was narrower than the northbound cycle lane along the 
Oxford Road. The County Council cycling design guide has standards for cycle lanes 
and any cycle lanes which are installed should conform to the style guide.  The County 
Council design guide may not always be used, as the Bath Street cycle lane 
demonstrates.  Developers are not always required to meet the standards set out. 
 
The Abingdon Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) is being drafted 
by volunteers and will improve cycling. The LCWIP is still under consideration but it is 
hoped that it will in included in the neighbourhood plan. If it is adopted by the Town 
Council any future work would need to reference the document. 
 
The Chair, Cllr Coveney, advised that any points made at this committee should be 
considered by the Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee as it reviews the LCWIP. 

 
 

T29 Previous meeting action list 
 
The actions list from the meeting of 26 November 2020 was reviewed and updated. See 
the appendix to these minutes. 
 
 

T30 Update on Civil Parking Enforcement  
 

At the meeting on 17 June 2020, attendees were invited to identify streets to be 
prioritised for parking enforcement. Responses were received from Cllr Alison Rooke 
(AR), Cllr Emily Smith (ES), Cllr Pat Lonergan (PL) and Abingdon Chamber of 
Commerce (CoC).  Streets identified (with initials of identifier): 
 

- Bath Street, including Market Square (section from war memorial to Bella Napoli) 
(AR, CoC) 

- Berry Croft (ES) 
- Boxhill Walk (ES) 
- Bridge Street (CoC) 
- East St Helen Street (top end) (CoC) 
- Jackman Close (AR) 
- Larkhill Road (ES) 
- Lombard Street (AR, CoC) 
- Longmead area (ES) 
- Market Place  
- Thames View (AR) 
 

Mr Turner advised that applications for civil parking enforcement had been submitted in 
January and were expected to go live in November 2021. 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/traffic_advisory_committee_4.3.21_-_item_8_actions_from_26th_november_2020_meeting.pdf
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T31 Report from the Principal Officer, Traffic Scheme South Team, 
Oxfordshire County Council  

 
Mr Turner had nothing additional to report to the meeting.  

 
 

T32 A34 improvements: email from Highways England 
 

 This item was noted.  
 
 

T33 ‘Fix My Street’ emergency response 
 
The meeting considered whether the ‘Fix My Street’ service is the appropriate contact 
mechanism for emergencies.  
 
Mr Turner advised that if there was a sudden danger, residents should call the County 
Council directly. A dangerous event on the highway would require a 101 call to police. 
Out of working hours the County Council number diverts to 101 so the matter would be 
dealt with. 
 
The contact number for County Council Highways and ‘fixmystreet’ would be added to 
the Town Council website, social media, noticeboards and bus shelters. 
 
Cllr Rooke mentioned the condition of the wooden bridge at Abbey Meadow by the mill 
stream which is in very poor condition and is a potential hazard.  Cllr de la Harpe would 
follow this up with the Vale of White Horse District Council. 
 
Cllr Halliday complimented the ‘fixmystreet’ service and asked Mr Turner to report that 
back to colleagues. 

 
 

T34 Draft calendar of meetings for 2020 / 21 
 
 The date for the next meeting of the Traffic Advisory Committee was noted: 

 
- 16 June 2021 

 
 
 

The meeting rose at 8.59 pm 


