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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

WEDNESDAY 3 MARCH 2021 

Agenda item 6: Report on speeding issues 

 
 
Comments provided by Mr Tony Betteridge re speeding issues. 
 
After conducting a survey of the Wildmoor estate residents (179 houses occupying 
Mons Way, Ypres Way and Inkerman Close) there are several dangers of exiting Mons 
Way on to Copenhagen Drive. The density and speed of traffic on Copenhagen Drive 
has become a hazard for vehicles exiting Mons Way. An on-site meeting with Mr Jason 
Sherwood (Growth Manager at OCC), it became apparent the initial idea of a 
roundabout was inappropriate.  
 
The matters we discussed included the possibility of siting speed camera(s)* on 
Copenhagen Drive or a possible speed reduction on that road and, coincidentally, (a 
couple of months prior to our meeting), the OCC proposal to reduce the speed limits 
on the approaches to and away from the Wootton Road roundabout came "on stream". 
I felt that this was an ideal opportunity to attempt to achieve the "slower speed 
Copenhagen Drive" situation and I therefore responded to the consultation in detail, 
listing the following two suggestions: 
 

Continued… 
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That the proposed 30 mph limit on Copenhagen Drive (which is now in situ just south 
of Bourlon Wood) be extended to (say) 50 metres past the junction with Mons Way - 
this would have the effect of slowing the traffic passing the junction. The overall 
effect being that, not only would the residents of the 43 households in Bourlon Wood 
be protected from excess speed, so would the 179 households on Wildmoor estate, a 
much larger group with many more traffic movements (and thus dangers) than Bourlon 
Wood. I was advised by Mr. Sherwood to contact the OCC Traffic Schemes Officer 
regarding this (it was Mark Francis at the time), but as it appears that an OCC officer 
attends your meetings, so I assume it would be appropriate to obtain OCC's views on 
this through your committee? 
 
 

 
 
 

  

New Proposed 30 Zone 

Current 30 Zone 
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a. As a secondary issue, I also suggested that the proposed extension of the 30mph 
limit by 270 metres north on the Wootton Road, (which only extends to marginally 
past the entrance of the new housing development and is obviously intended to 
cover exit and egress from and to that estate ?) could be extended by some 100 
metres past the Long Tow junction - there is a serious potential for RTAs at that 
junction (and indeed we have had some in the recent past) - on further to cover the 
small cluster of shops. This would also assist in slowing drivers past the housing 
development exit - as things stand (with the 30mph sign virtually at the exit), many 
motorists will only start to slow down at the site of the restriction and will be 
travelling at 40mph most of the time when passing the entrance to the development 
- this defeats the object of having the restriction in place? 

 
 

 
 
 
I was somewhat disappointed that no one contacted me as a result of my suggestions 
regarding the extensions of the 30mph restrictions around Wootton Road roundabout, 
as a courtesy or even just to let me know that they were rejected; I have to say that I 
had expected some sort of further details to be issued prior to the date of the OCC 
order (8th February 2021) for implementation on the 12th, but at least it sharpened my 
mind regarding the issues! 
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Having read some of the ATAC meeting minutes, I'm aware that the committee is 
discussing the possibilities of instituting a Speedwatch programme and, as you would 
imagine, I would be most interested in helping with this at the Mons Way/Copenhagen 
junction if it can be arranged/approved. 
 
Would you please advise me the procedure for getting my airs viewed at Committee 
and how I can get regular updates on progress, meeting agenda (I understand that the 
agenda for the 3rd March will be issued on 26th February) etc.. I would like to think 
that I may be able to make a worthwhile contribution to your aims and objectives. 
 
 


