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New Bus Shelters 

There is a new Bench outside Abbey Cinema dedicated to the
late Councillor Audrey Hasnip who passed away in 2019.
Audrey was a Town Councillor from 1995 to 2007, was Mayor
during the civic year 1999/2000 (having been Deputy Mayor to
Cllr Jeanette Halliday the previous year) and Mayor’s Escort to
her late husband Keith during 2004/05.

She was also well-known in the town as a long-standing
geography teacher at John Mason School and in many voluntary
roles, including at St Helen’s Church.
Audrey is fondly remembered by all who knew her. 

If you are interested in a memorial bench for a loved one please
get in touch with us at enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk  

This last year has been very difficult for everyone and
loneliness is just one of the effects of the pandemic.
Now the lockdown restrictions are easing we would like to
remind you about the 'Happy to Chat' Benches in Abingdon
which are designed to help tackle loneliness and isolation in
the community. Public benches can help improve people’s
mental health and social wellbeing as they serve as resting
places for those with limited mobility and also combat
loneliness and isolation, according to research.
Keep a look out for the signs and if you feel able to do so please
stop safely to say 'Hello' to anyone who might need it!

Have you noticed the two replacement Bus shelters on
Oxford Road in Abingdon?

Following damage to the previous bus shelters, these two new
high-quality shelters have been installed and will provide 
 a welcome respite on wet and windy days.

Making use of public transport is a major way of cutting
emissions and reducing traffic congestion in the area and we
hope these new shelters will make travelling by bus more
convenient and popular for our residents. 

Happy to Chat benches 

Dedicated bench

Updates 



Look out for our new website!

Your firm favourites such as the Events listings, latest news,
and history are all still available, but now the website is also
fully responsive across all devices meaning it's easy to use
from your phone as well as on the computer. 

It's also designed to be accessible to all members of our
community as per the Government Accessibility Guidelines. 

Neighbourhood Plan Update 

New Town Council website 

Civil Parking Enforcement 

The preliminary Neighbourhood Plan is now available for all to
explore, comment and improve on.  Building on people’s needs,
and everyday experiences it sets out ideas for investment and
enhancement of Abingdon, highlights redevelopment opportunities
and ways to create better sustainable connections between different
parts of our town. These are supported by a range of potential
planning policies and projects that aim to make our future town an
even better place for people of all ages to live in and grow. Once
agreed the local authority must take its recommendations into
account when considering planning issues in Abingdon. The
Neighbourhood Plan steering group, which is responsible for
developing the plan, will be holding community engagement events
over the summer and looks forward to hearing your views about
how it could be improved.  Please view the outline plan on the town
council’s website and share your views. 

Enforcement for on-street parking in the Vale is currently carried
out by the police. However this can put unnecessary extra pressure
on police resources and leave parking problems unresolved as the
police focus on more serious crimes. 
Local councils can apply to the government to take on powers for
Civil Parking Enforcement which allows them to fine motorists who
park illegally or drive in bus lanes.
Vale of White Horse District Council has been working alongside
Oxfordshire County Council, South Oxfordshire District Council
and Cherwell District Council to investigate the feasibility of
implementing CPE arrangements within their three districts. 
If the application is approved by the government, a new team
managed by Oxfordshire County Council would be launched to
enforce on-street parking.  It is hoped that CPE could be introduced
in the Vale by the end of 2021.  







Abingdon has been an enthusiastic participant in Heritage Open Days with popular past
events including the 2014 commemoration of the hundredth anniversary of the start of the
Great War and an event taking the town back to the age of Dickens, which was supported by
the ‘Ragged Victorians’ reenactors.

A couple of years ago the discovery of a film taken in 1919 of Abingdon’s returning war heroes
set the theme for a 100th-anniversary event.

Abingdon Heritage Open Days 2021

As a result of Covid, last year’s open days
comprised mainly of a virtual celebration of the
town’s history.  It marked the start of a digital
archive with new videos featuring a significant
moment in the history of MG among other
topics.

This year’s theme is ‘Edible England’ which will
explore the past, present, and future of our
culinary heritage and culture. It will also explore
the customs and quirks that have developed
around what we eat and drink, as well as the
fascinating history of some of our regional and
national specialties.

Abingdon’s Heritage Open Days programme will involve the Market Place, Museum, Abbey
Buildings and elsewhere around the town with the main events on Saturday 18th and Sunday
19th September, subject to the Covid regulations.
Look out for updates in future editions of The Town Crier, in local media and on the Heritage
Open Days website: https://abingdonheritage.org.uk/ and on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/AbingdonOnThamesHeritageOpenDays

With a wide variety of culinary genres
represented among Abingdon’s eateries, the
event will also explore just how cuisine from
around the world gave us some of England’s
favourite dishes.

But any student of Abingdon’s history will know
that if the town is famous for anything, it is its
brewing industry and at one time almost every
other building in the town centre was a pub. So,
you can be sure that this aspect won’t be
forgotten with the opportunity to explore just
what all those ale houses have become.



For the first time in nearly 30 years, Abingdon has its own
cinema!  Since opening the cinema, which forms part of
the Guildhall complex, has attracted an active membership
of approaching 10,000 most of whom live in Abingdon
and its surrounding villages.  Visitors enjoy a wide variety
of films, designed with everyone in mind.   The most
important features of the Abbey Cinema are its luxurious
seats, candle-lit tables and a fully licensed food and drink
service during the film.  You can even text your orders if
you fancy a top up.  Children love the home-made
popcorn and ice-cream sundaes, all with a retro cinema
theme while grown-ups appreciate a designer gin and
tonic, glass or wine or a beer.  As well as films, the Abbey
Cinema shows live broadcasts of sporting events such as
rugby and football which are always sold-out.  The best
thing according to customers is the huge screen, state-of-
the-art audio visual and the very warm welcome.  Full
details at www.theabbey.ac and boxoffice@theabbey.ac. 

The Guildhall is managed for Abingdon Town
Council by the Abbey Cinema management
team, who arrange everything from weddings
in the fabulous Roysse Room and Council
Chamber, through to regular wellbeing and
yoga groups as well as important civic events
such as Twin-Towns, Mayor Making and the
Heritage Weekend.  The beautiful historic
rooms are popular with local people for
celebrations, parties and as a meeting place
for Clubs and Societies.  

The Abbey Cinema are currently working alongside the Abingdon Museum to collect video
interview material as part of the Abingdon People in Lockdown project, representing the
whole range of people’s experiences during the pandemic.  The resulting film material will be
screened at the Abbey Cinema, and available online; it will be filmed primarily by local young
people who have or are developing film-making skills. Weddings are currently being booked
for Summer 2021 with happy couples able to design fabulous occasions at very affordable
prices.  Email the Events Manager at enquiries@theguildhall.ac to start planning the wedding
of your dreams.
Guildhall Open Weekends are planned in July and September – the last Open Day attracted
over 1,000 Abingdon residents and we are looking forward after lockdown to many more fun-
packed days in this unique place at the very heart of Abingdon. 

The Abbey Cinema employs local people, most of whom live within walking or cycling distance.  
The team has a strong environmental focus, being one of Abingdon’s Plastic Champions, is
committed to electric cars and sustainable energy and works extensively with young people on
issues that matter such as our vegan menu, work experience and personal development plans for
the whole team. Environmental improvements to the building have taken place in the lockdown,
with the Town Council funding an upgrade to the boilers which has resulted in a much more
efficient and environmentally friendly heating system. 

Abbey Cinema

The Guildhall



This could be within your own home, school
grounds, shared outdoor spaces, private gardens or
window boxes. Group or individual applications
will be considered.

You will be invited to submit before and after
photographs, illustrating how you have included
and or implemented biodiversity in any of the
spaces listed above.
Be creative, be inventive, be different. No space
too big, no space too small.

Abingdon Town Council will soon be announcing a competition, inviting residents to submit
photographs of active biodiversity within the community. 

.

What's on...

Shortlisting will take place after the closing date (TBC) with site visits to follow. Prizes will be
awarded by the Mayor later in the year. Please keep an eye on our website for further information

Biodiversity competiton 

As the Covid restrictions lift and we are able to get back to enjoying events, make sure you keep
an eye on the Town Council Website for the latest information on events in and around
Abingdon.

We are pleased to now be welcoming all the traders back
at the Monday Charter Market and don’t forget the
Farmer's Market takes place on the 3rd Friday of every
month. 


