
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Advisory Committee 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 

Agenda 
 
 
Date of agenda: 11 June 2021 
         
To: All Members of the Abingdon-on-Thames Traffic Advisory Committee 
 
Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council:   

Cllr Andrew Coveney 
Cllr Andy Foulsham 
Cllr Jim Halliday 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Patrick Lonergan 

 
Oxfordshire County Council:   

Cllr Neil Fawcett 
Cllr Dr Nathan Ley 
Cllr Alison Rooke 

 
Vale of White Horse District Council:   

Cllr Cheryl Briggs 
Cllr Mike Pighills 
Cllr Max Thompson 

 
Abingdon-on-Thames Chamber of Commerce:  

Mr Paul Townsend 
 
Thames Valley Police: 

Mr Chris Hulme 
 
Principal Officer, Traffic Schemes – Area Operations South, OCC:  

Mr Lee Turner  
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Dear Member, 
 
Your attendance is requested at a meeting of the Abingdon-on-Thames Traffic Advisory 
Committee to be held on Wednesday 16 June 2021 at 7.00 pm. 
 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Town Council will hold this meeting online and not in person.  
As agreed by the Town Council at its meeting on 28 April 2021, any recommendations of this 
advisory committee will be considered by the Urgency Committee at its next meeting.  Please 
see the note on governance at the end of this agenda. 

 
The meeting ID will be forwarded to Members separately on the day of the meeting.  Any 
members of the public who wish to attend should e-mail democratic@abingdon.gov.uk and you 
will be sent the relevant link. 

 
The meeting will be conducted in the same way, as far as possible, as a meeting in person.  
Members of the public may view the meeting online and may, with notice, make 
representations, ask questions, and give evidence in respect of any item of business at agenda 
item 7. 
 
Where a member is unable to attend a meeting they may nominate a substitute member, 
provided that the nominating member informs the office of the Town Clerk prior to the 
commencement of the meeting at democratic@abingdon.gov.uk  

 
Any queries on the agenda should also be directed to me. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Nigel Warner 
 
N E Warner 
Town Clerk (signed electronically) 
 
  

mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
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Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Our Vision 

 
To develop an inclusive community so that Abingdon is the place where everyone wants to live 
and where the wellbeing of residents is prioritised.  In developing this community, the town will 
be one which is environmentally sustainable, vibrant, resilient and safe. 
 
 

Our key objectives 

 

1. To respond effectively and speedily to the climate emergency. 

2. To develop a resilient, sustainable town which will provide a home for residents now 

and in the future. 

3. To manage the Council’s assets efficiently and effectively to meet for the needs of the 

community now and in the future. 

4. To work with community partners to support those who are vulnerable and in need and 

to create opportunities to increase social inclusivity. 

 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Election of Chair 
 
To elect a Chair for the committee. 
 
 

2. Election of Vice-Chair 
 
To elect a Vice-Chair for the committee. 
 
 

3. Apologies 
 
To record any apologies for absence and attendance of substitute members. 
 

 

4. Declarations of interest 
 
To receive any declarations of interest in relation to any items to be considered at the 
meeting in accordance with the Local Code of Conduct or the Code of Conduct in 
relation to their authority, as applicable. 
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5. Minutes and matters arising 
 

To receive and consider the draft minutes of the meeting of 3 March 2021.   
 
 

6.  Matters arising 
 
To consider any matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda.  

 
 

7. Public participation 
 
At the discretion of the Chair, Members of the public or representatives of organisations 
may address the Advisory Committee.  The address shall be in the form of a statement 
lasting not more than three minutes.  The person giving the address shall not be 
permitted to participate in any subsequent debate by the Advisory Committee on the 
matter in question. 
 
Notice of intention to make a statement must be submitted in writing to the Town Clerk 
no later than 5pm on Tuesday 15 June 2021.  This should be sent by e-mail to 
democratic@abingdon.gov.uk  

 
 

8. Items submitted to the Town Clerk by members or residents / public 
ahead of the meeting  

 
 

Councillors and Officers 
 

1. Cllr Alison Rooke – traffic lights on Abingdon Bridge 
 
Cllr Rooke requested that this item is discussed, specifically: 

 
1. A request to be kept completely up to date on progress on getting the repair done, 

projected timescales etc, and impacts on the town’s traffic flows per time of day; 
2.  What might be done in terms of testing out increasing the width available to 

pedestrians and cyclists on the bridge during the ‘tenure’ of the temporary lights, 
and any investigations that might be possible (and knock-on effects on the town 
centre) of installing lights at the bridge a la Wallingford bridge, thus only using one 
lane for motor vehicles. 

 
 

Residents/public 
 

2. Robert Simpson - speeding in Ock Street and Bostock Road 
 
I wish to make a suggestion to stop the speeding in Ock St and Bostock Road may I say 
is to put speed ramps down its cost affective and will cut down 80% on injuries and 
accidents other towns do it so in my eyes I can't see there's a problem it would not 
interfere with you budget without speed ramps there will be more fatal accidents.  

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/traffic_advisory_committee_4.3.21_-_draft_minutes.pdf
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
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3. Malcolm Corry, resident of Dorchester-on-Thames - Disabled parking bays in 
Conduit Road on the pavement between the large trees at the Ock Street end 

 
We have regular appointments at Ock Street Dental practice.  We find parking nearby 
to be difficult.  We park in Conduit Street towards the Park Road end and then take the 
wheelchair to the Practice.  A more convenient option would be to park in Conduit Road 
on the pavement between the large trees at the Ock Street end.  If you were able to 
mark Disabled Parking spaces in this location, it would be much appreciated. 
 
Mr Corry was referred to the County Council and responded thus: 
 
I have reviewed Oxfordshire County Council’s procedure. It is cumbersome and time-
consuming and we will probably not survive the time taken to have our suggestion 
implemented, if accepted.  We note that Disabled Persons can park in many locations, 
even in Residents’ schemes. However, this could cause an unwanted local reaction 
which we could not cope with.  Therefore, would the Town Council be willing to support 
our specific proposal for Conduit Street?  If you do, would you be able to approach OCC 
for guidance?  We have mentioned the application to Ock Street Dental Practice (Dr. 
Kanas).  We are aware that the practice do have a number of Disabled Patients with 
wheelchairs.  The benefit would be long-term and when able-bodied people confront 
disability in later life, they will be grateful. 

 
 

4. Hilary Wilkins - traffic on Dunmore Road and surrounding roads 
 

Ms Wilkins contacted County Cllr Emily Smith with regard to traffic noise on Dunmore 
Road.  Cllr Smith noted her concerns and Ms Wilkins responded thus: 

 
Thank you for your reply.  However, it is not only traffic noise, it is the volume, type, i.e. 
weight, speed & pollution of the vehicles that pass continuously, generally over the 
speed limit and the time of day that they start passing, generally from 5:30am.  On the 
point of speed, I ask has there been a conscious decision to make the new 30 mph lead 
on to the Wootton Rd roundabout from the Dunmore Rd a much shorter distance than 
from the approach from both Copenhagen Drive & the Wootton Rd from the White Cross 
direction. 
 
May I also ask that the once appropriate 30mph, with the reverse 40mph signs leading 
into Benson Rd & Dunmore Rd be replaced with a safer 20mph into Benson Rd & 30mph 
on to Dunmore Rd which at that junction is the case.  It would be safer to apply the same 
speed limits to Parsons Mead & Farm Rd as both are used regularly for pupils attending 
Dunmore School, particularly Farm Rd as many parents use it to drop children off at the 
rear entrance to the school.   
 
As schools have returned so has the footfall of school children using the footpaths & 
cycle paths along the Dunmore Rd, particularly in large groups when walking to use the 
Tilsley Park facility. Surely this should be a major consideration in urgently reducing the 
speed along the whole of Dunmore Rd to 30 mph.  In addition surely the number of 
roads that form T-junctions along it must be a safety consideration too. 
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As is documented in the news more people have taken dogs into their homes during this 
last year and the increase in the use of the playing field adjacent to the Dunmore Rd & 
Wootton Rd is also apparent. Yet more footfall squeezed into small areas due to green 
belt being sold out to developers in this area of Abingdon, shameful.   
 
There is a lay-by opposite the playing field which I believe was commissioned for use 
by people using the field, this is now used as a place to sell second hand cars, a working 
day car park and long-term car park, and recently a holding bay for the building 
contractors’ heavy vehicles if there is not room on the site.  It has also become an open 
dustbin.  My husband regularly litter picks this area as most users seem to think it is 
acceptable to discard rubbish there. 
 
Contractors:   
We have noticed that over the last couple of weeks contract vehicles, dumper trucks, 
are moving aggregate along the main Dunmore Rd from the Wootton Rd site to the 
Lodge Hill site. More Noise, intrusion to life and is it appropriate or safe?  We have now 
had two years of heavy contractors’ cement lorries travelling back and forth, six days a 
week from the Stanton Harcourt pit to the Kennington Development and now we’re not 
sure where the heavy haulage lorries are coming from or going to, but it is relentless. 

 
 

5. Mrs Linda Crowley - parking in Metcalfe Close during events 

 
I live in Metcalfe Close, off Lambrick Way in south Abingdon, near to the tennis club and 
rugby club.  There is a sharp, blind bend on the entrance to the close and many times, 
particularly at weekends and when there are matches on at the rugby club, we have 
cars parked at the entrance and bend of the close. This means cars coming into the 
close have to face oncoming cars leaving the close. 
 
I would like a response in regard to this and as to when we can expect action to be taken 
to safeguard the residents in Metcalfe Close.  I attach several photos to illustrate the 
problem. 
 
I should say that no one in the close that I know of is against the support of the rugby 
and tennis clubs, as it adds to the interest and vibrancy of the area and encouraging 
young people to participate in a sport can only be a very good thing.  It is however very 
dangerous parking and it does need to be addressed.  
 
The Town Council advised the PCSO, who noted that this would need to be called in at 
the time of any issue arising and they would attend if they could to assess if it is legal 
parking or dangerous, proximity to the junction etc.  The item is on the Traffic Advisory 
Committee agenda to be noted. 
 

 

9. Facilities for cyclists and cycling strategy in Abingdon 
  

The Committee is requested to consider issues related to cycling in Abingdon. 
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10.  Previous meeting action list 
 
To receive an update on actions from previous meetings.  Comments received in relation 
to items on the actions list are as follows: 
 
 
Cllr Grace Clifton - parking on Northcourt Road 
Re minutes of the last meeting, T27, the parking issues outside the flats on Northcourt 
Rd are still ongoing.  This was reported again to the neighbourhood policing team on 
21st May 2021 as there was a particularly bad example of parking across the pavement 
that day. An update has not been received.  Cllr Clifton asked for an update from the 
neighbourhood policing team, as well as Cllr Briggs and would like to consider whether 
it might be worth looking at enforcing parallel parking in the lay-by. 
 
 
Claudia da Silva - cars parked in Old Station Yard/Double Yellow Line 
 
Ms da Silva reported on cars parked on double yellow lines in Old Station Yard, blocking 
the way to the stairs.  It is a Double Yellow Line street and she has never seen any 
enforcement.  The PCSO responded that the land referred to is not enforceable by 
Thames Valley Police as it is land owned by the Vale of White Horse District Council.  
This is a long-standing issue and the District Council is aware. The only part that is 
public highway is the road directly in off Abbey Close, which gets the odd car parked 
illegally and tickets have been issued in the past.  The Town Council referred the 
resident to the District Council so this item is noted for information. 
 

 

11. Report from the Principal Officer, Traffic Scheme South Team, 
Oxfordshire County Council  

 
Mr Lee Turner to report at the meeting.  

 
 

12. Draft calendar of meetings for 2020 / 21 
 
 To agree dates for future meetings of the Traffic Advisory Committee. 

 
 
 

 
The law allows members of the public and press to record meetings of the Council and its 
committees. Should you wish to record at any meeting which is open to the public it is requested 
that you inform the Town Clerk of your intention to film or record before the day of the meeting, 
by emailing democratic@abingdon.gov.uk  or telephoning 01235 522642. 
  

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Traffic-Advisory-Committee-16.6.21-Item-10-Actions-Updated-June-2021-v2.pdf
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk
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Note on Governance 
 
Context: 
 
At the start of the pandemic government approved the Local Authorities and Police and Crime 
Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”). These regulations enabled 
council meetings to take place online.  However the Regulations expired on 6 May 2021.  The 
government has not brought forward new legislation and a legal challenge in relation to the 
Local Government Act 1972, which if successful would have enabled virtual meetings to 
continue, failed. 
 
The impact of the above is that from 7 May 2021 any meetings where decisions are taken – 
either by council or committees – are required to be in-person meetings. 
 
The council has made representations to government regarding this matter as it considers this 
requirement to represent an unnecessary and avoidable risk to elected representatives and 
council officers.  The council is keen to return to in-person meetings as soon as it is safe to do 
so but considers that councils should be able to take full advantage of modern technology to 
enable Councillors and the public to attend meetings virtually as well as in person. 
 
Councils have responded in different ways to the new circumstances.  At its meeting of 28 April 
2021 the council decided to delegate all decision-making to an Urgency Committee comprising 
of 5 members.  This committee will meet “in person” in accordance with the Local Government 
Act 1972. The council’s committees will continue to meeting virtually as Advisory Committees 
in order to discuss matters but will not make decisions; all committee recommendations will be 
referred to the Urgency Committee. 
 
These arrangements have been made in response to the current continuing public health 
emergency. The arrangements are made on a temporary basis and will be reviewed regularly. 
 
 
Council resolution of 28 April 2021 
 
The full text of the Council’s resolution is below: 
 
1. Online attendance at Council meetings is no longer legal but the council considers that 

there remains a serious risk to health when meeting in person indoors. Consequently the 
Council delegates its powers to an Urgency Committee. 

 
2. Committees will meet online as advisory committees and will discuss business as usual. 

The recommendations and decisions will be advisory until they are ratified by the Urgency 
Committee, apart from the Planning, Highways and Consultations Committee, whose 
recommendations will be actioned immediately by the Town Clerk. 

 
3. Members of the public can continue to attend the advisory committee meetings via the 

joining link and apply to participate in the public participation section of the meeting.  
 
4. The decisions made by the urgency committee will be in accordance with the 

recommendations from the advisory committees and not changed without a material 
reason.  
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5. The time and frequency of Urgency Committee will depend upon the urgency of 

recommendations coming up through the advisory committees. Non-members of the 
Committee and members of the public may view the meeting through the joining link but 
the provisions of the Council’s public participation scheme will not apply. 

 
6. The urgency committee will consist of five members. In accordance with standing orders 

the quorum will be three members and the provisions for substitute members will apply. 
 
7. Meetings will take place subject to risk assessment and the Covid security precautions.  
 
8. These arrangements will be in place until the Urgency Committee votes to change 

arrangements which will depend on legislation, guidance and health advice.  
 
Attendance at meetings 
 
9. With effect from 28 April 2021 any member who does not attend at least one meeting in a 

six-month period due to the risk to their health resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic has 
the requirements of Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 waived and the time 
limit extended.  

 
10. The matter will be reviewed by the Urgency Committee every two months and if necessary 

a motion extending the time limit by a further six months will be considered. 
 
 


