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Amenities and Recreation Committee 

Wednesday 17 March 2021 

MINUTES 

 

Present 
 

Cllr Jim Halliday Chair 

Cllr Charlie Birks 
Cllr Grace Clifton 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Samantha Bowring (ex-officio, Chair F&GP Committee, Leader) 
 
 

In attendance 
 

Tim Badcock Outdoor Services Manager 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

 
 

A69 Apologies for Absence 
 
No apologies were received. 

 
    

A70 Declarations of interest  
 

Cllr Clifton and Cllr Halliday declared an interest with regard to item A71. Cllr Clifton is a 

member of the Wildmoor Allotment Association and Cllr Halliday is related to a member 

of the association.  Cllr Bowring declared an interest with regard to item A92 as she is on 

the committee of Abingdon Carbon Cutters. 
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A71 Minutes  
 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 20 January 2021 be signed 
as a correct record by the Chair. 

 

 

A72 Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda 
 

The Town Council has received requests from two allotment associations in Abingdon. 
Wildmoor Allotment Association has requested payment of its grant of £2,000 for the 
financial year 2020-21 and money which it did not claim in 2019-20 to cover costs totalling 
£6,753, which included a new deer-proof fence. 
 
It was noted that the accounts from the previous year are closed but there is an allotments 
contingency reserve which could be claimed on and which specifically mentions fencing. 
 
The second request from the Drayton Road Allotment Association was for funding for new 
fencing following a series of break-ins over the Winter.  The allotment association has 
contacted the Town Council to request new fencing. 
 
The Committee was asked to establish a procedure to enable decisions on requests from 
allotments to be taken without the need to refer them to the Committee.  It was proposed 
by Cllr Birks, seconded by Cllr Clifton and RESOLVED that funding requests could be 
determined by the Outdoor Services Manager in consultation with the Chair of the 
Amenities Committee if the requested amount falls within the allocated budget. 
 
It was AGREED to ask the Drayton Road Allotment Association to cost the fencing. The 
estimate would be shared with committee members and the funding request would be 
determined as agreed above, together with the request from the Wildmoor Allotment 
Association. 
 
It was AGREED to grant Wildmoor Association £2000 from this year’s allocation 
immediately. 
 

Cllr Bowring joined the meeting at 7.11pm. 
 

 

A73  Statements and Questions from the Public 
 
There were no statements or questions from the public. 
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A74 Forward Plan 
 

The Forward Plan was noted. 
 

Project Status Funding 2021/22 

New cemetery The Council is at the feasibility 

stage in relation to the above 

and if a site is confirmed and 

works progress, an indicative 

time would suggest a potential 

delivery date of Q4 of 2023/24, 

but this very much depends on 

feasibility/ planning. 

Earmarked reserve 

projected at 31/03/21: 

£899,069 

 

 2021-22 budget: £25,000 

Install new noticeboards Roysse Court and Bath Street.  

Completed December 2020 

Proposals for a “post-your-own” 

noticeboard and possible 

location being prepared 

 

Finished 

Street furniture budget. 

 

Programme for rewilding 

and tree planting, 

potentially including 

community woodland. 

Ongoing at committee There are monies in the 

base budget for a certain 

amount of activity but any 

major project would require 

additional budget e.g. 

community woodland 

 

Programme for 

replacement and new play 

equipment 

Inspection of all play areas to 

establish priorities. Currently on 

hold due to Covid-19 

restrictions.  Anticipated to 

proceed Spring 2021 

17.3.21: Committee members 

had planned to visit play areas 

but this is not currently allowed. 

The Chair will email all 

Councillors to establish 

interest in inspections and to 

try to coordinate visits with 

the Outdoor Services Manager 

if possible. 

Projected earmarked 

reserve 31.3.21: £66,445.  

 

2021-22 Budget: £20,000 



Amenities and Recreation Committee 17 March 2021 Minutes 
 
 

4 
 

Project Status Funding 2021/22 

Programme for cemetery 

improvements 

Priorities for 2021-22 to be 

finalised 

Earmarked reserve 

31.3.20: 

£12,730  

2021-22 Draft Budget 

£10,000 

 

Arboriculture works 

programme 

There is a detailed programme 

which is being delivered now, 

with a current year revised 

budget of £65,000 for 2020/21. 

See update at item A77. 

Projected Earmarked 

reserve 31.3.21: £23,782.  

 

2021-22 Budget: £25,000 

 

 

Programme for 

replacement of vehicles 

and major equipment 

Dates for replacement of 

individual items to be included in 

the Forward Plan. 

See item A82 

There is annual budgetary 

provision already included 

across a number of 

nominal ledger codes 

Programme for 

replacement/ new street 

furniture 

Priorities for 2021-22 to be 

finalised. See item A78. 

Projected Earmarked 

reserve 31.3.21 £22,677.  

2021-22 Budget: £20,000 

  

Programme for 

replacement/ new 

Christmas lights 

Cllrs Grace Clifton and Jim 

Halliday reported on the latest 

display. Proposals to be 

considered at item A79 

Earmarked reserve 1.4.20:  

£9,640   

£4,407 from 2020-21 

Budget 

2021-22 Budget: £8,000 

 

Programme for footpath 

improvements 

Chilton Close works (hard 

surfacing of existing path 

through this area) tender 

approved at the last meeting – 

progress report at item 15. 

 

Projected Earmarked 

reserve 31.3.21 £27,562. 

2021-22 Budget: £6,500 
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A75 Actions Register 
 

 The updated register of actions was considered and additional comments added. 

 

 

A76 Finance Report  
 

The Committee received and considered the financial report and appendix of the Deputy 
Town Clerk / RFO for the period 1 April 2020 to 31 January 2021.   
 
It was RESOLVED that the management accounts for the period ending 31 January 2021 
be approved. 
 

 

A77 Report of the Outdoor Services Manager 
 

 The report of the Outdoor Services Manager was noted. 

 

An image was provided of discarded coffee cups from cafes in the town centre. It was 

suggested that this could be publicised to show the extent of the waste problem. The 

Outdoor Services Manager was asked to provide an image to put on social media and to 

share it with Anne Smart of Carbon Cutters to aid their local campaigning. 

 

The Outdoor Services Manager was asked about any damage to the river banks from 

boats tying up and noted that none had been found on the public mooring area. There 

had been damage to a sign due to a boat tying up to it but it had now been repaired by 

the District Council.  The Outdoor Services Team tidied up plastic waste when they did 

work along the rivers. 

 

 

A78 Market Place bollards 
 

 An update on this item was provided in the Actions Register, above. 

 

 

A79 Christmas lights purchasing 
 

 The Green Advisory and Scrutiny Committee had considered this matter and the Chair, 

Cllr Halliday, contacted Cllr Barody and John Killick to consider this further.  It had been 

concluded that there are few insects in December so the impact of Christmas lights will 

be minimal.  The lights are all LEDs so the power consumption is minimal.  

 

It was AGREED that the purchase of new lights from the agreed budget should be 

delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with the Christmas Lights sub-committee – 

Cllr Halliday and Cllr Clifton. 

 

 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/amenities_and_recreation_committee_17.3.21_-_item_7_actions_register.pdf
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A80 Defibrillators 
 

The committee considered a report from the Properties Officer on a proposal to put a 

defibrillator at the cemetery, including ongoing maintenance costs. Cllr Clifton proposed, 

Cllr Birks seconded and it was AGREED to proceed with the installation.  

 

 

A81 Land ownership 
 

 The committee considered a report from the Town Clerk on the Town Council’s current 

ownership of land and procedures to be followed to purchase and dispose of land.  The 

report was welcomed and it was AGREED that this report would be left on the Actions 

Register to ensure that the Committee remains informed on the matter. 

 

 

A82 Vehicles 
 

The committee considered a report from the Outdoor Services Manager on the 

replacement of Town Council vehicles.  It was proposed by Cllr Birks, seconded by Cllr 

Clifton and AGREED that the Outdoor Services Manager looks into the possibility of 

procuring an electric vehicle. The Outdoor Services Manager would report on this and the 

decision on the purchase of a new vehicle would be made by the Town Clerk in 

consultation with the Chair and Cllr de la Harpe. 

 

 

A83 Chilton Close Recreation Ground 
 
The committee received an update from the Outdoor Services Manager on the 
resurfacing of the footpaths and a request for further tree planting.  It was agreed to 
consider options to be actioned in the Autumn as the current tree planting season ends 
shortly. 
 

 

A84 Environmental implications 
 
Issues raised at the meeting with environmental implications included: 
 

- Town Council vehicles; 

- Christmas lights; 

- Disposable coffee cups. 

 
 

  

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/amenities_and_recreation_committee_17.3.21_-_item_13_report_of_town_clerk.pdf
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A85 Publicity  
  

The following items were suggested for publicity: 
 

- The new bench outside the Abbey Cinema; 

- Disposable coffee cups waste; 

- Chilton Close path: it was suggested that notices could be placed at the entrances 

to the park to highlight the Town Council’s work; 

- ‘Happy to Chat’ benches to be publicised as restrictions are lifted. 

 

 

A86 Dates of future meetings  
  

 The date for the next meeting of the Amenities and Recreation Committee was noted: 

 

• 9 June 2021. 

 

 

A87  Exclusion of the public, including the press  
  

The Chair moved that in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions 
to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972), 
the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting because of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 8.18pm and reconvened 8.25pm 

 

 

A88 Confidential appendix to the minutes  
  

The confidential appendix to the minutes of the meeting of the Amenities and Recreation 
Committee of 20 January 2021 was noted. 
 

 

A89 Confidential Actions Register 
 

 The updated confidential register of actions was considered and additional comments 

added. 

 

 

A90 Finance matters 
 
The committee considered a confidential report from the Deputy Town Clerk / RFO. 

 

See the confidential appendix to these minutes 

 

 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/system/files/sites/default/files/towncouncil/minutes/amenities_and_recreation_committee_17.3.21_-_item_7_actions_register.pdf
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A91 Property matters 
 

The committee considered a confidential report from the Town Clerk.  

 

See the confidential appendix to these minutes 

 

 

A92 Community Woodlands 
 
The committee considered a confidential report from the Town Clerk on a proposed 

community woodland.  

 

See the confidential appendix to these minutes 

 
 
At the end of the meeting the Chair, Cllr Halliday, asked the Town Clerk to thank officers 
for preparing good reports which helped the meeting to proceed well. Cllr Clifton noted 
that reports which have clear recommendations are very helpful to councillors. 
 
 
The meeting rose at 8.43pm 


