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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

COUNTY HALL MUSEUM MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

THURSDAY 15th July 2021 

Agenda item 13: Report of the Abingdon Museum Friends 

 

 
1 Friends Continuing Support for the Museum. 
 
1.1 The link between the Abingdon Museum Friends and the Museum management 

continues to develop a closer working relationship with the intention of streamlining 
future opportunities for fund raising with targeted objectives. This may be of help with 
any Museum plans for large scale projects or undertakings. It is hoped that the Friends 
can use the Museum as host to meetings and talks when the Coronavirus restrictions 
are lifted and physical meetings and talks can resume. 
 

1.2 The Abingdon Museum Friends contributed £1,000 for the Tankard that the Museum 
wished to acquire for its collection.  

 
 
2 Abingdon Museum Friends AGM Minutes 

 
Sue Stevens, Peter Hallowell, Rosemary Barlow, Steven Purnell, and 12 other 
members of the Museum Friends attended the Zoom meeting, including 
representatives of the Abingdon Town Council in the persons of Cllr Charlie Birks, 
Mayor, and Nigel Warner, Town Clerk.  
 
1. Apologies 
Adrienne Compton-James, Hugh & Elisabeth Parkman, Cllr Pat Lonergan. 
 
2. Minutes of AGM 2019 - Matters Arising 
Following the financial year 2019-20 the Treasurer Peter Clare has stepped down 
after many years of service to the Abingdon Museum Friends. We asked after the 
AGM in 2019 for volunteers for the role but nobody has stepped forward so far. The 
Secretary Steven Purnell has been covering the responsibilities of the role and is 
using this as an opportunity to modernise our accounts (explained in the Treasurer’s 
report below), but any volunteers to take this role in the future would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
3. Treasurer's Report & Approval of Accounts 
The Trustees are currently looking to move our banking from Newbury Building 
Society to a Treasurer’s Business account at Lloyds Bank plc. This will give us access 
to modern banking tools and resources which will make the role of Treasurer for the 
Abingdon Museum Friends significantly more straightforward. This will also 
immensely help with our Gift Aid claims to HMRC. When the move is finished you 
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will be contacted by the Secretary with updated Standing Order forms for you to fill 
out to create a new Standing Order into our new bank account. At the same time, 
you will be asked to cancel any Standing Order that you already have set up for the 
Museum Friends. We appreciate that this is an inconvenience, but I cannot 
overstate how important this move is to the running of the charity. We would be 
immensely grateful if you can support us in this endeavour by setting up a new 
Standing Order when the time comes. 
 
The Accounts for the periods of 2019-20 and 2020-21 show a decrease in 
subscriptions which sadly correlates with a number of deaths over the same period. 
We will be working with the Museum to advertise the Friends and to increase 
membership going forward. Nigel Warner had agreed to examine the accounts, 
which will be completed in due course. Gift Aid has not been claimed for the past 
two financial years, this application has now been made by the Secretary and so we 
expect to see the Gift Aid income for those years come into the account for financial 
year 2021-22. In an effort to increase the avenues from which we (and by extension 
the Museum) can receive donations in the future, the Secretary is also in the process 
of enrolling the Friends for AmazonSmile through which the Abingdon Museum 
Friends can receive small donations (5% of net purchase price) on purchases made 
through Amazon by members who nominate us as their chosen charity. Further 
details will be sent out in due course. 
 
Ticia Lever said that she believed setting up AmazonSmile would be a good donation 
income opportunity to trial over the next year, this was echoed by other members 
present. It was noted that some members may not sign up for this due to prioritising 
other charities, but those present agreed that a year trial at no cost to the friends 
was worthwhile. 
 

AMF Annual Accounts 

2020-2021.xlsx  
 
4. Election of Chairperson, Treasurer, Secretary and Trustees 
The only nominations received have been for the incumbent officers of the charity. 
Judy White has decided to step down as a Trustee, and we thank her for her years 
of service. Sue Stevens asked that anyone interested in becoming a Trustee and 
joining the committee should please contact the Secretary. Steven Purnell proposed 
that the incumbent officers of the Charity be re-elected for the following year with 
the addition of Peter Hallowell taking on the role of Treasurer, this was seconded by 
Peter Hallowell and duly elected by unanimous the show of hands of those present. 
 
Chairperson – Sue Stevens 
Secretary – Steven Purnell 
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Treasurer – Peter Hallowell 
 
Other Trustees – Adrienne Compton-James, Rosemary Barlow 
 
5. Date of next AGM 
The proposed date for the next AGM was the 7th April 2022, agreed by show of hands 
by those present. 
 
6. AOB 
Museum News 
Preparations for reopening at step three of the Government recovery plan are well 
under way. We are currently installing the new exhibition ‘Abingdon treasures’ by 
textile artists ‘HapticArt’. The exhibition will run from 3rd April to 27th June 2021, 
beginning with a digital representation posted to YouTube and premiering on 3rd 
April, until the Museum can open its doors again in May. 
 
We will officially open on Tuesday the 25th May 2021 to the general public but are 
pleased to preview the new exhibition for Artweeks from 18th to 23rd May bookable 
via special ticketing on Eventbrite. 
 
Our reopening will be phased from step three, so we will resume restricted ‘Covid’ 
operation of the Sessions Gallery only, this requires face coverings as mandatory, 
ten visitors at a time booked for a half hour timeslot through Eventbrite and one-
way socially distanced route through the exhibition. Step four of the plan from 21st 
June at the earliest, will mean that we can reopen the attic galleries and roof and do 
away with the one-way system. The café will not be reopening and we await to hear 
potential plans for the use of the Basement at some point this year. 
 
The digital project at the Museum has reaped fantastic rewards through views on 
social media. Two notable projects have been ‘Woman of Abingdon’ which ran every 
day in March and was viewed by thousands through Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram, and ‘Abingdon People in Lockdown’ which is an ongoing ‘experience 
collecting’ project. 
 
We look forward to new digital projects this year as well as returning to physical 
events and exhibition experiences, we will keep our website updated and are also 
pleased to let you know that the Town Council is in the process of creating a new 
website which is contemporary and mobile friendly, we hope to make our web 
offering improved and engaging so please keep checking for the switch over. 
 
The Museum team thank the Friends for their kind support through difficult times, 
we look forward to welcoming you back into the museum very soon, 
Kind regards Dan Sancisi, Museum Manager. 
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3 Abingdon Museum Friends Committee 

 
3.1 The next Committee meeting will be Wednesday 14th July 2021. The minutes from which 

will be included in the next County Hall Museum Management Committee meeting 
report. We are intending to discuss the movement of the accounts to Lloyds Bank, which 
has progressed significantly, as well as the possible appointment of a new Trustee to 
bring the number of Trustees for the charity back up to 6 after the retirement of Judy 
White. 
 

3.2 Our former Treasurer, who dedicated many years of support to the Museum and 
Museum Friends, Peter Clare sadly passed away in June. His funeral will be Monday 
12th July, which will be attended by some representatives of the Museum and Museum 
Friends. His wife Susan has kindly decided that donations received at the funeral should 
go to the Museum via the Museum Friends. The Secretary will organise this after the 
money has been collated by the Funeral Director and dispatched to Susan in the form 
of a cheque. 
 

4 Talks/Other 
 
4.1 The next Annual General Meeting will be Thursday 7th April 2022. 
 
 

Steven Purnell 
Secretary 

 Abingdon Museum Friends 
 20 July 2021 


