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Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 

County Hall Museum Management Committee 

Thursday 28 January 2021 7pm 

MINUTES 

 

Present 

Cllr Patrick Lonergan  Chair  

Cllr Cheryl Briggs 

Cllr Andy Foulsham  

Cllr Jim Halliday  

Cllr Helen Pighills    

Cllr Samantha Bowring (ex officio) Leader of the Council 

Mr Steven Purnell Abingdon Museum Friends 

 

In Attendance 

Ms Elin Bornemann Museum Collections Officer  

Mr Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the Meeting) 

Mr Dan Sancisi Museum Manager 

Mrs Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

 

 

M114 Apologies for Absence 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Lorraine Oates.  

 

 

M115 Declarations of Interest 

 

There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting. 
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M116 Public Participation 

 

No representations or questions from the public. 

 

 

M117 Minutes 

 

The committee received and considered the minutes of the meeting of 19 November 

2020.  It was RESOLVED that the minutes be signed by the Chair as a true record of 

the meeting. 

 

 

M118 Matters arising 

 

None 

 

 

M119 Forward plan 

 

Report of the Town Clerk. The Deputy Town Clerk / RFO noted that the Forward Plan 

has now been agreed by full council. 

 

  Cllr Bowring joined the meeting 

 

 

M120 Report of the Museum Manager 

 

The Museum Manager presented a report to the meeting. 

 

The Museum Manager did an interview on BBC Radio Oxford about the ‘Abingdon 

People in Lockdown’ project which was well received. The project has received some 

very interesting submissions. 

 

Cllr Halliday asked if the platform lift into basement was being used regularly to ensure 

it remained operational. The Museum Manager confirmed that it was being used 

occasionally and was regularly cleaned. It has been serviced recently and it would be 

used weekly to maintain it in good working order. 

 

 

M121 Report of the Collections Officer 

 

The Collections Order presented a report to the meeting and noted that an image of the 

museum would be featured on a TV programme in Germany. 
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M122 Abingdon Museum Friends 

 

A report was presented by Steve Purnell.   

 

M123 Financial Report 

 

The Deputy Town Clerk / RFO presented a report and commented that income has been 

very low due to lockdown, while fixed costs are high. The Committee approved the 

management accounts in the report. 

 

The Museum Manager asked if funding could be provided to purchase equipment for 

the development of a digital project for the museum. The aim would be to provide high 

quality streaming online.  £10,000 had been identified for consultancy fees to conduct a 

feasibility study for a lift to the Sessions Hall attic which the Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

advised could be reallocated to another project within the committee’s remit.  If funding 

was required for the consultancy project in the next financial year a request would need 

to be made to the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

 

The Museum Manager advised that the equipment was expected to cost significantly 

less than £10,000. 

 

Cllr Lonergan proposed that up to £10,000 was vired from the consultancy project to be 

spent on equipment identified by the Museum Manager to improve the museum’s online 

presence.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Pighills and agreed unanimously. 

 

 

M124 Environmental implications 

 

The Museum Manager noted that he was awaiting green energy reports from Green 

Advisory Committee. 

 

M125 Publicity 

 

No items were raised. 

 

M126 Dates and times of future meetings 

 

The committee noted the dates of future committee meetings: 

 
25 March 2021 
10 June 2021 

 

The meeting rose at 7.27 pm. 


