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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

TUESDAY 6 JULY 2021 

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT TO ABINGDON TOWN COUNCIL ON FIREWORKS NOISE 

 

1.  Introduction 
 
This report provides factual information with regard to fireworks and firework displays.  
The information was obtained through a simple web search and it is worth noting that 
(i) the amount of information available on the issue of firework noise was relatively low, 
(ii) the research carried out was not extensive. 

 
 

2.  Evidence 
 
Regulations 
 
The Fireworks Regulations 2004 placed new restrictions on the use and sale of 
fireworks.  Other than these regulations, there is no specific law to deal with noise 
nuisance caused by fireworks.  The nature of fireworks means that the normal noise 
nuisance laws will not be applicable to fireworks because displays are not an ‘ongoing’ 
nuisance. A simple introduction to fireworks and noise is provided by Surrey Heath 
Council. 
 
The regulations ban ‘air bombs’ and set a maximum noise level of 120db for fireworks.  
There is also a ban on fireworks after 11pm, with the exception of a few events such 
as New Year’s Day, Diwali and Chinese New Year.  The British Fireworks Association 
advises that the vast majority of UK fireworks on sale are significantly below the 2004 
noise limit of 120db. 
 
Analysis 
 
The Office for Product Safety & Standards (OPSS) has produced a factual report – 
‘Fireworks: noise levels and impacts on health and the environment’ – which provides 
essential information on noise levels in particular.  The report is recommended for basic 
definitions.  It offers no opinion on whether noise levels should be reduced; it advises 
that fireworks have a noise limit of 120dbA when used correctly and that this should 
not cause any long-term damage to anyone – or any animal - if they are at the correct 
distance from the fireworks – 25 metres. (dbA is defined as ‘A-weighted decibels’: as 
human ears are more sensitive to some frequencies than others, this is the actual noise 
level adjusted for the frequency of the noise.) 
 
The OPSS has undertaken extensive research into fireworks and evidence can be 
found here.  The evidence includes a report which analyses online discussion of 
fireworks using key words in 2018-19 and 2019-20. The report considers a range of 
issues including harm to animals, ‘pets’, pollution, the anti-social nature of fireworks 
and ‘ban’.  The information provided is notable for the relatively low number of searches 
for any particular term such as those mentioned above.  Perhaps most significantly, 
the report concludes that the level of support for a ban on fireworks is modest (22,604 
searches over two years). 

https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/residents/environmental-services/noise-nuisance-pollution/fireworks-safety-law-and-noise
https://www.surreyheath.gov.uk/residents/environmental-services/noise-nuisance-pollution/fireworks-safety-law-and-noise
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/929161/fireworks-evidence-submission-opss-noise-levels.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/fireworks-evidence-base
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/929162/fireworks-evidence-submission-opss-open-source-monitoring.pdf
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Availability of low noise firework displays 
 
An online search using the term ‘firework display noise’ provides details of a large 
number of companies which advertise low noise firework displays, demonstrating that 
such services are widely available. 

 
 
3.  Conclusion 

 
The evidence obtained suggests that the potential nuisance offered by fireworks has 
been reduced in recent years. It also indicates that there is little support for banning 
fireworks or firework displays.  Many firework display organisers advertise low noise 
displays, demonstrating an awareness of the issue and a willingness to address it. 
 
This desktop research exercise has found no evidence that there is a significant issue 
with regard to firework noise. 

 
 
Andy Crick 
Committee Clerk  
24 May 2021 

https://duckduckgo.com/?q=firework+display+noise&t=h_&ia=web

