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Notes of a meeting of the Covid Response Working Group  
held on Microsoft Teams 

 
Monday 12th April 2021 – 6pm 

 
Present 
 
Cllr Andy Foulsham (Chair) 
Cllr Gabby Barody 
Cllr Charlie Birks 
Cllr Cheryl Briggs 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Alex Greenaway 
Cllr Lorraine Oates  
 
In attendance 
 
Louise Brown                    Community Services and Events Officer  
Nigel Warner                     Town Clerk  
 
 

1. Apologies  
 
Apologies were received from Cllr Samantha Bowring.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 
None. 
 

3. Notes  
 
The Committee received and considered the notes of the meeting held on 15th 

March 2021. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting of the Covid Response 
Working Group held on 15th March 2021 be agreed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chair. 

 
 

4. Update from Vale of White Horse District Council  
 
Cllr Foulsham provided an update from the Vale of White Horse District Council; 
confirming that the Abingdon Leisure Centre had begun a phased reopening 
and that details of this and other services that are reopening could be found on 
the Vale of White Horse District Council website.  
 
Cllr Charlie Birks queried if the outdoor swimming pool in the Abbey Meadows 
was also being reopened. Cllr Eric de ha Harpe confirmed this is not due to 
reopen until June due to contractual issues between GLL Leisure Ltd and the 
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Vale of White Horse District Council. While members felt this was disappointing, 
it was agreed the Town Council had no authority to challenge this decision. 
 
Cllr Foulsham also confirmed that lateral flow testing had now become available 
and that tests could be secured through Pharmacies, some employers or 
online. Once the tests had been carried out people were being encouraged to 
upload their results for track and trace purposes. 
Members felt this process was overly complicated and felt it was unlikely to be 
carried out properly and effectively by residents. 
Despite this concern members would monitor the figures now this process was 
in place. 
 
Cllr Foulsham updated members on the expansion of the £500 ‘Support 
payment scheme’ confirming it now includes parents of school age children that 
would need to miss work to care for children that have to isolate for 2 weeks. 
 
Members confirmed they had received an email from the Vale of White Horse 
District Council regarding Covid signage and had sent back suggestions and 
ideas. It was their understanding that this would be delivered later this week. 
 
Cllr Foulsham also confirmed that there were two new Grant schemes worth 
bringing to everyone’s attention.  
One was a new ‘Transport grant scheme’, in place to support organisations 
setting up transport schemes and that the deadline for this was 14th May. The 
other was a ‘Business grant scheme’ from South and Vale Business Support, 
to assist businesses restarting their businesses in a Covid safe way. For both 
these Schemes Cllr Foulsham recommended directing people to the Vale of 
White Horse District Councils website. 

 
5. Update from County Council  

 
Cllr Gabby Barody confirmed that there were no significant updates from the 
County Council as a lot of their time was being spent canvasing and 
campaigning. 

 
6. Update from Abingdon Coronavirus Response group 

 
Cllr Greenaway updated the committee on the Coronavirus Community 
Response group; confirming that as per 12th April the group was winding down 
and would no longer be accepting new referrals.  
All volunteers have been asked if they still have volunteer time and any 
residents wishing to continue volunteering would be directed to organisations 
within the town that would benefit from volunteers all year round.  
 
Cllr Greenaway asked the Committee what needed to be done with the Hi Viz 
Jackets that had been purchased for the Community Group and the Town Clerk 
confirmed that they should be returned to the Town Council offices for safe 
keeping. Cllr Greenaway confirmed he would return them in the next few weeks.  
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7. School Catch up  
 
An email had been received from a member of the public as per below: 
 
‘’I have heard of one secondary school planning a Summer School this year 
and it has prompted me to ask you today if Abingdon Town Council is aware of 
any local state schools, Primary and /or Secondary running similar Summer 
School Sessions as part of a Covid-19 Response to enable pupils to catch up 
before September?’’ 
 
Members did not know of any schools that were planning summer catch up 
sessions, but confirmed an Audit was taking place via the County Council to 
establish which groups might need assistance with catching up the most. 
Members then confirmed the findings would be used to help alter the curriculum 
to allow for adequate catch-up next school term rather than to put additional 
pressure on schools and teachers to provide summer catch up sessions.  
 
It was agreed the Community Services and Events officer would communicate 
this back to the member of public who has sent the original enquiry.  
 

8. Covid recovery 
 

At the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on 30th March 2021, 
three key objectives were identified for Covid Recovery within the town. 
Members considered the logistics and next steps of these objectives: 
 
- Grants – Member felt grants could be made available to local community 
groups to help encourage business engagement.  
- Additional seating within the Town Centre – Members felt the Roysse 
Court Gardens and Town Council owned play areas would be good locations 
for additional seating.  
- Engagement with businesses. 
 
Cllr Gabby Barody felt that the ongoing problem of coffee cup litter in the Market 
Place should be considered as part of the Covid Recovery as the issue had 
been exacerbated by the pandemic and continued to be a significant problem. 
Cllr Barody suggested additional bins on the marketplace specifically for take 
away coffee cups that were built to accommodate a large number of cups and 
would also ensure the cups were recycled in an environmentally friendly way. 
 
Members felt this was a good idea and Cllr Gabby Barody agreed to look into 
the cost of this with an approximate earmarked amount of £1500 in total. It was 
suggested this might be taken from the Covid Emergency fund as it was felt this 
was a direct result of the pandemic. 
 
It was RESOLVED that a report recommending this would then go to the next 
Full Town Council meeting for consideration and approval.   
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9. AOB 
 
Cllr Lorraine Oates queried a leaflet she had received about an event taking 
place at the Abbey Buildings in Abingdon and whether it was allowed and covid 
safe. Members confirmed it was scheduled for the summer when indoor events 
would be allowed. 
 
The Town Clerk reminded members about the survey sent out by Andy Crick 
and urged anyone yet to respond to get their answers returned as soon as 
possible. 
 

 
10.  Next meeting 

 
The date of the next meeting was noted as Monday 10th May 2021 – 6pm 
 

 
The meeting rose at 6.45 pm  

 


