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Notes of a meeting of the Covid Response Advisory Working Group  
held on Microsoft Teams 

 
Monday 21st June 2021 – 6pm 

 
Present 
 
Cllr Andy Foulsham (Chair)  
Cllr Samantha Bowring 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Alex Greenaway 
Cllr Jim Halliday  
 
In attendance 
 
Louise Brown             Community Services and Events Officer (Clerk to the meeting) 
Nigel Warner              Town Clerk  
 
 

1. Apologies  
 

Apologies were received from Cllr Cheryl Briggs and Cllr Gabby Barody. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 
None. 
 

3. Notes  
 
The Committee received and considered the notes of the meeting held on 14th 

June 2021. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting of the Covid Response 
Advisory Working Group held on 14th June 2021 be agreed as a correct record 
and signed by the Chair. 
 

4. Matters Arising 
 
None. 

 
5. Update from Vale of White Horse District Council  

 
Cllr Andy Foulsham provided an update from the Vale of White Horse District 
Council confirming that the outside swimming pool at the Abbey Meadows 
would be reopening in the summer in a covid safe manner. Cllr Foulsham 
confirmed there were no other updates since previous meeting. 

 
 
 
 



                                                           Notes of the Covid Response Advisory Working Group 21st June 2021 

2 
 

6. Update from County Council  
 
Cllr Andy Foulsham confirmed there were no specific updates from the County 
Council since the previous meeting. 
 

7. Covid Recovery project  
 

At the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting on 30th March 2021, 
three key objectives were identified for Covid Recovery within the town. 
 
Members discussed them as below: 
 
Grants: The Community Services and Events Officer confirmed there was no 
update on this since the previous meeting on 14th June 2021.  
 
Additional Benches within the Town Centre: Members considered the report 
of the Cemeteries and Outdoor Services Manager regarding his suggested 
locations for the benches. Members discussed the three options provided and 
felt that all of them provided good coverage at a cost-effective amount. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Eric de la Harpe, seconded by Cllr Alex Greenaway and 
RECOMMENDED to the Urgency Committee that option B be approved.  
 
Option B = £4888 + Delivery 
 
- Chilton Close Play Area – A bench to be added near to the existing bin 
on the footpath that runs from Chilton close to Cherwell Close. 
- Hill View Play Area – Next to the path outside of the play park there is a 
base where there once already a bench and it is recommended that a bench is 
added here. 
- Caldecott Recreation Ground – The once popular bench next to the 
football club has been removed since the football club’s expansion. Would 
recommend adding a new bench in this area. 
- Boxhill wood and Recreation Ground – An additional bench added 
underneath the trees near to the roundabout. 
- Margaret Brown Gardens – This is a popular spot by the river and 
members may wish to remove the two old benches that are currently there and 
replace with four evenly spaced new ones.  
- Roysse Court Gardens - Two black steel benches for Roysse Court 
Gardens, in keeping with the current style of the other benches here, but no 
pattern. To go against magistrates’ wall. These could also have a stainless-
steel dedication plaque if members felt it was appropriate. 
 
Members discussed the possibility of making the Roysse Court benches a 
memorial to the Abingdon residents who had lost their lives to the Covid-19 
pandemic. Cllr Alex Greenaway felt it was not the right time or type of memorial 
for this and that further thought should be given to find a memorial that was 
appropriate and fitting to reflect the severity and significance of the loss.  
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Engagement with Local Businesses: The Community Services and Events 
officer confirmed that Melanie Smans from The South and Vale Business group 
has agreed to a meeting on Thursday 24th June 2021 at 4pm. It was agreed 
that all members could attend if they would like to as there was no limit, but that 
the following members would definitely be in attendance: 
 
Cllr Andy Foulsham 
Cllr Samantha Bowring 
Cllr Rawda Jehanli 
Cllr Lorraine Oates  
 
It was agreed that the following topics would be brought to the meeting: 
- Establish what South and Vale have in place or other schemes they are 

aware off to ensure there is no duplication. Establish where the Town 
Council could assist with existing schemes. 

- Confirm that the Town Council are hoping to use this as an opportunity to 
build on and improve relationships with businesses in the town. 

 
Cllr Jim Halliday suggested that officers visit local independent shops to speak 
directly to them regarding their needs and ways the Town Council might be able 
to assist them.  
 
Cllr Alex Greenaway suggested having an article in the next Town Crier to 
promote local shops and businesses. Cllr Jim Halliday felt this was a good idea 
but cautioned against referencing particular shops to avoid showing favouritism 
to any particular shops. Cllr Halliday suggested a general push for shopping 
local over online shopping which members agreed was a good idea. 
It was also agreed that an article on this would be publicised on the Town 
Council website and across the social media platforms.  
 

8. AOB 
 
Cllr Gabby Barody had sent a message through Cllr Andy Foulsham providing 
an update on the purchase of new bins to tackle additional waste caused by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Cllr Barody had spoken with the Cemeteries and Outdoor 
Services Manager who had confirmed that the litter problem had significantly 
improved since the reopening of shops and cafes and that there was no longer 
a need to purchase additional bins. Cllr Gabby Barody had suggested 
earmarking the allocated £2500 for if the problem arose again later in the year.  
 
Cllr Jim Halliday reminded members that a report on this matter had gone 
through the Amenities and Recreation advisory working group and it was 
agreed that the Town Clerk would ensure any recommendations or resolutions 
from this committee were considered before any action was taken. 

 
9.  Next meeting 

 
The date of the next meeting was noted as Monday 12th July 2021 – 6pm 

 
The meeting rose at 6:45 pm  


