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Agenda item 14 APPENDIX: Comments made on the governance review 

 

Cllr Jim Halliday asked that his comments on the governance review be recorded. 

 

‘I have read this long-awaited report with great interest. I am concerned that it 
contains a number of errors of fact, and whilst I agree that the Council’s 
procedures could be improved, I do not believe that the consultants have 
reached the correct conclusions: 
 
‘Firstly, I fear that the recommendations concerning planning are flawed and 
the proposals will simply not work in practice; 
 
‘Secondly, I concur with the Town Clerk that the workload of the proposed 
committees is such that there is a real danger they will just create sub-
committees and working parties and we will end up having as many meetings 
as at present; 
 
‘Thirdly, I have always felt that one of the strengths of Abingdon Town Council 
is that the members get involved in initiatives and are able to contribute their 
considerable, and diverse, energies and expertise  – I am fearful that the 
proposals might reduce member input;  
 
‘Fourthly, I regret that the Green Scrutiny Committee, which was starting to 
develop new policies, is to be wound up; 
 
‘Finally, I suggest that a key ingredient which the consultants did identify, but 
needs to be given much greater weight, is for the committee chairs to be much 
more involved in setting the agenda, reviewing all the reports, and then for all 
members to have read the papers before the meeting and where necessary to 
have asked questions of clarification outside the meeting. Only if this happens 
will we have well-informed and efficient meetings. 
 
‘For these reasons I fear that I am unable to support the proposals as they are 
currently written, and I will therefore abstain.’ 

  


