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ABINGDON-ON-THAMES TOWN COUNCIL 

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TUESDAY 20 JULY 2021 

Agenda item 16: Report of the Town Clerk  

Civil Parking Enforcement  

 

1.  We have now received confirmation from the County Council that civil parking 
enforcement will commence on 1 November 2021 and that consequently the agency 
agreement between the town and county councils for the operation of the residents’ 
parking scheme will end on 31 October 2021.  The notification is attached at appendix 1. 

2. This Council has previously supported the introduction of civil parking enforcement as it 
gives the opportunity to improve the management and operation of parking in Abingdon 
and would support at least two of its key objectives. 

3. The introduction of civil parking enforcement will give the opportunity to make some 
improvements to parking arrangements in Abingdon.  Members are requested to 
consider how they wish to approach this matter and ensure that improvements are 
suggested and implemented which will accord with the Council’s key strategic objectives. 

 
4 At its meeting on 30 April 2021 the Council resolved it would: 
 

• Offer to assist the Vale of White Horse District Council with publicity and 
consultation; 

• Assist any local members who wish to consult their local residents; 

• Feedback ideas and suggestions to the Vale of White Horse District Council. 
 
5. There was an article in relation to this matter in the June edition of the Town Crier. 
 
6. I previously reported to the Management Team (20 April 2021) that prior to November the 

principal authorities are concentrating on (i) the legal work and (ii) confirming all existing 
restrictions through renewal of parking signs/ lines and placing all yellow lines etc on a 
database (Phase 1). This will then be followed Phase 2, an opportunity to review 
restrictions/ residents parking/ pay and display will be in 2022, when there will be a 
formal consultation on this matter (Phase 2).  Note that officers at the County Council 
have indicated that funding of phase 2 will raise challenges and so if the town council 
suggests anything it will also have to consider funding, which potentially could include 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL). 

 
7. We will continue in dialogue with officers at the principal authorities to assist with publicity 

and consultation.  We should then consider how we might consult ourselves so we can 
use our local knowledge to highlight to the principal authorities where there are parking 
issues and potential solutions in Abingdon.   

 
8. We will work closely with the principal authorities in relation to any of our own publicity/ 

consultation so we have a consistent message, so that our work complements the work 
of the other authorities and that we are clear as to the boundaries of the consultation and 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Jue-2021-Town-Crier.pdf
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any changes which may come forward at Stage 2. 
 
9. In relation to how we gather the information as to where there are parking issues and 

potential solutions, this could be obtained by an online survey followed up by supply of 
paper copy surveys which could be made available to the public. 

 
10. Members’ advice is requested on the timing of any survey. 
 
 
Recommended  
 

a. That the Urgency Committee note that civil parking enforcement will commence on 1 
November 2021 and that the town council agency agreement in relation to the Abingdon 
residents’ parking schemes will end as of 31 October. 

 
b. That the Urgency Committee note that the  council’s Parking Attendant is due to be 

transferred to the County Council’s contractor at on 1 November 2021 under the 
relevant TUPE provisions and that he be thanked for his work for the town council. 

 
c. That the Committee recommend to the Urgency Committee that authority is delegated 

to the Town Clerk to  liaise with the principal authorities regarding publicity for the 
implementation of civil parking enforcement and that the Town Clerk be authorised to 
publish an online survey regarding parking in Abingdon and work with Members 
regarding ensuring that this survey is freely available in the town. The Town Clerk would 
then report back to the relevant committee regarding the findings from the survey and 
how these would be progressed in to actions. 

 
 
Nigel Warner 
Town Clerk 
16 July 2021 
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The Town Clerk 
Abingdon Town Council  

Abingdon County Hall Museum 
Market Place 
Abingdon 
Oxfordshire 
OX14 3HG 

Appendix 1 
 
 

 Appendix 1 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
By EMAIL and POST 
 
 

Dear Sir 
 

Section 101 Agency Agreement for on-street Civil Parking Enforcement  
 
As you are aware from conversations with Officers, the County Council has applied to the 
Department for Transport (DfT) for Civil Parking Enforcement Powers to be made available to 
the County Council for on-street parking enforcement in Cherwell, South Oxfordshire and Vale 
of White Horse District Council areas. The DfT has provided us with a draft Statutory 
Instrument to enable to powers to be available to us with a proposed start date of 1 November 
2021. This does not affect management of off-street parking which will remain the 
responsibility of the District Councils under the Traffic Management Act. We have also 
procured a service provider, Conduent, to undertake the on-street parking enforcement in 
these areas.  
 
As discussed previously, these new arrangements will bring to an end the existing agency 
arrangement that we have with you. I therefore write to formally give notice that the agency 
agreement between Oxfordshire County Council and Abingdon Town Council will come to an 
end in accordance with the agreement as detailed under Section/Clause 12. The agreement 
details a notice period of six months making the formal end date 5 July 2021. However, the 
County Council would like to secure an end date of 31 October 2021 in order to provide a 
seamless and consistent transfer of services with all our agency partners. Officers will be in 
contact with you shortly to discuss the option of an early end date. Staff working in the Town 
Council that predominantly work on on-street parking enforcement will be entitled to transfer, 
under the TUPE regulations, to Conduent, the new service provider, and I am aware that you 
have previously supplied details of these staff as part of our tender process. Officers from both 
Oxfordshire County Council and Conduent will be in touch shortly to confirm the arrangements 

Communities 
County Hall 
New Road 
Oxford  
OX1 1ND 
 
Bill Cotton 
Corporate Director for 
Environment and Place 
 
 
6 July 2021 
 

Reference: KJS/TCAgency  
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for any transfers. The end of the Agency Agreement includes the issuing and administration of 
resident permits for parking (on-street).    
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to thank the Town Council for all the hard work you 
have put into the agency arrangements to provide services to the communities that you 
represent.  
 
I should be grateful if you would acknowledge receipt of the letter and confirm that you agree 
an end date of 31 October 2021.  

 
Yours sincerely  

 
 

 
Bill Cotton  
Corporate Director for Environment and Place  
 
Key Contact: Keith Stenning – Head of Service for Network Management  
 

Direct line: [redacted] 
Email:  keith.stenning@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 

 

mailto:keith.stenning@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/

