
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Advisory Committee 

Wednesday 16 June 2021 

Minutes 

 
Present 
 
Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council:   

Cllr Andy Foulsham 
Cllr Jim Halliday 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Patrick Lonergan 

 
Oxfordshire County Council:   

Cllr Dr Nathan Ley 
 
Vale of White Horse District Council:   

Cllr Max Thompson 
 
Principal Officer, Traffic Schemes – Area Operations South, OCC:  

Mr Lee Turner  
 
 

In attendance 
 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

 
 
Cllr Haliday chaired the meeting 
 

 

T1 Election of Chair 
 
Cllr Andrew Coveney was proposed by Cllr Halliday, seconded by Cllr Lonergan and 
elected as Chair of the advisory committee. 
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T2 Election of Vice-Chair 
 
Cllr Max Thompson was proposed by Cllr Halliday, seconded by Cllr de la Harpe and 
elected as Vice-Chair of the advisory committee. 
 
 

T3 Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from: 
 
Cllr Cheryl Briggs Vale of White Horse District Council 
Cllr Andrew Coveney Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
Cllr Neil Fawcett Oxfordshire County Council 
Chris Hulme Thames Valley Police 
Cllr Alison Rooke Oxfordshire County Council 
 

 

T4 Declarations of interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

T5 Minutes and matters arising 
 

Cllr Lonergan noted that item T30 referred to Bath Street including Market Square: this 
should be ‘The Square’.  The minutes as amended were agreed. 

 

T6 Matters arising 
 
There were no matters to consider. 

 
 

T7 Public participation 
 
There was no public participation. 

 

T8 Items submitted to the Town Clerk by members or residents / public 
ahead of the meeting  

 
 

Councillors and Officers 
 

1. Cllr Alison Rooke – traffic lights on Abingdon Bridge 
 

 
1. Cllr Rooke had requested that Councillors be kept up to date on progress with the 

work, including projected timescales and impacts on the town’s traffic flows per time 
of day.  Lee Turner would put Cllr Rooke in touch with officers responsible for the 
work.  
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2. Cllr Rooke had asked what might be done in terms of increasing the width available 
to pedestrians and cyclists on the bridge during the ‘tenure’ of the temporary lights, 
and investigation of installing lights at the bridge, thus only using one lane for motor 
vehicles.  Mr Turner noted that Cllr Tim Bearder is the County Council Lead Member 
for Transport and has requested that this be taken into consideration. 
 
Cllr Rooke would be asked to keep the Town Council informed about the work so that 
it can keep its website updated to keep residents up to date. 
 
Cllr Foulsham mentioned cars stopping in the middle of the bridge to pick up or drop 
off passengers and asked Thames Valley Police to monitor this. Thames Valley 
Police will be contacted with regard to this. 

 
 

Residents/public 
 

2. Robert Simpson - speeding in Ock Street and Bostock Road 
 
Mr Simpson had contacted the Town Council to suggest speed ramps to reduce speeding 
in Ock St and Bostock Road.  Lee Turner advised that the first action would be to carry out 
speed surveys.  Officers were asked to request a written update from Cllr Coveney on how 
Speedwatch works and to report back to committee members and the Town Clerk about 
future exercises and who the responsible officers would be. 
 
 
3. Malcolm Corry, resident of Dorchester-on-Thames - Disabled parking bays in 

Conduit Road on the pavement between the large trees at the Ock Street end 
 

Mr Corry requested disabled parking bays in Conduit Road on the pavement between the 
large trees at the Ock Street end.  Lee Turner advised that the area concerned is double 
yellow lines and disabled badge holders are able to park on double yellow lines.  If disabled 
parking was put in place it would be in the same area and Mr Turner did not think the 
County Council would favour creating a disabled parking bay between trees in this location, 
reducing the pavement width. 

 
 

4. Hilary Wilkins - traffic on Dunmore Road and surrounding roads 
 

Ms Wilkins raised several issues which were dealt with by the advisory committee. 
 
Speeding along Dunmore Road  
Cllr Foulsham noted that speeding along Dunmore Road is an issue for many residents.  
There is also currently increased traffic with construction vehicles which is expected to 
increase with further planned development in future. There is not really a solution to the 
noise that this causes.  Cllr Ley noted the need to address this issue from a road safety 
perspective. 
 
Lee Turner commented that the road was built to go around Abingdon with a 40mph limit. 
The road has no frontages and no driveways entering onto it.  New development over time 
has meant that the current speed limit may need to be reviewed and the more development 
there is, the likelier it will be that the speed limit is reviewed.  Any request to lower the 
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speed limit would be addressed initially with speed surveys along the road to identify the 
mean speed of vehicles and consider this along with issues including the environment and 
the history of collisions which involved injury to establish whether it would be possible to 
reduce the speed limit. Mr Turner noted that people drive to the road conditions so simply 
reducing the speed would not necessarily work in practice. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Halliday, seconded by Cllr Foulsham and agreed that Lee Turner 
and Cllr Ley meet and commission a traffic survey and take appropriate action arising from 
this exercise with a view to reducing the speed limit to 30mph if the evidence supports this. 
 
 
Reduced speed limit to 20mph on roads feeding onto Dunmore 
The advisory committee is looking at 20mph zones across Abingdon so this item will be 
considered later. 
 
 
People parking and crossing Dunmore Road to use playing fields 
It was noted that more people are crossing Dunmore Road and there are only two 
controlled crossings: Tilsley Park and Wootton Road roundabout. Cycle and pedestrian 
paths through Tilsley Park to the Sunningwell bridleway are currently closed due to the 
current development. In consequence, more people have been crossing Dunmore Road 
at the end of the Long Furlong footpath to the Sunningwell bridleway, with increased risks.  
A new ‘Pegasus’ crossing is planned there as part of the North Abingdon development and 
it may be useful to put in place a temporary crossing earlier than scheduled.  Lee Turner 
would speak to the Transport Development Control team to see if this could be done.  Cllr 
Foulsham would provide photos for Lee Turner. 
 
 
Litter in layby 
The Town Council is asked regularly to report areas for cleaning to the District Council.  
This problem can be mentioned when this service is next offered.   Town Council officers 
would note this for future action. 

 
 

5. Mrs Linda Crowley - parking in Metcalfe Close during events 

 
Mrs Crowley’s concerns had been passed to the PCSO, who had responded to her.  The 
item was noted by the Traffic Advisory Committee. 
 

 

T9. Facilities for cyclists and cycling strategy in Abingdon 
  

This item was requested as a standing item at the meeting on 17 June 2020.  It was agreed 
to remove this as a standing item and for cycling issues to be raised as needed at future 
meetings. 
 
It was noted that current key issues related to cycling were the maintenance work on 
Abingdon Bridge and cycling on East St Helen’s Street, both of which would be considered 
elsewhere at this meeting.  Cycling also forms part of the discussion of the Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering Group. 
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T10.  Previous meeting action list 
 
The meeting considered actions from previous meetings.  Comments received in relation 
to items on the actions list are as follows: 
 
 
Cllr Grace Clifton - parking on Northcourt Road 
 
Re minutes of the last meeting, T27, Cllr Clifton asked for parking issues outside the flats 
on Northcourt Rd to be considered as they are still ongoing.  This was reported again to 
the neighbourhood policing team on 21st May 2021 but an update has not been 
received.  Cllr Clifton requested a further update from the neighbourhood policing team, as 
well as Cllr Briggs and would like to consider whether it might be worth looking at enforcing 
parallel parking in the lay-by.  The Town Clerk would follow this up with the neighbourhood 
policing team. 
 
 
Claudia da Silva - cars parked in Old Station Yard/Double Yellow Line 
 
Ms da Silva reported on cars parked on double yellow lines in Old Station Yard, blocking 
the way to the stairs.  The PCSO has responded that the land referred to is not enforceable 
by Thames Valley Police as it is land owned by the Vale of White Horse District Council.  
This is a long-standing issue and the District Council is aware.  The Town Council has 
referred the resident to the District Council so this item is noted for information. 
 

 

T11. Report from the Principal Officer, Traffic Scheme South Team, 
Oxfordshire County Council  

 
Mr Lee Turner had no further updates to provide. 

 
 

T12. Draft calendar of meetings for 2020 / 21 
 

 The next meeting of the Traffic Advisory Committee is scheduled for: 

 

Weds 3 November 2021 

 

A tentative date for February and June 2022 will be proposed for the next agenda. 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.26pm 

 
 

 
The law allows members of the public and press to record meetings of the Council and its 
committees. Should you wish to record at any meeting which is open to the public it is requested 
that you inform the Town Clerk of your intention to film or record before the day of the meeting, 
by emailing democratic@abingdon.gov.uk  or telephoning 01235 522642. 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Traffic-Advisory-Committee-16.6.21-Item-10-Actions-Updated-June-2021-v2.pdf
mailto:democratic@abingdon.gov.uk

