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Abingdon County Hall Museum
Explore 6000 years of history in England’s oldest settlement 

Welcome to Abingdon Museum
Located in the historic centre of 
Abingdon, the County Hall - formerly 
the County Assize Courts of Berkshire 
- houses the town’s museum. Within 
you will find information, displays and 
interactives portraying the town’s 
extensive social history, as well as 
locally discovered dinosaur  and other 
fossilised remains.
The Building
Completed in 1682 by Christopher 
Kempster, a colleague of Sir 
Christopher Wren, the County Hall 
stands as a landmark arcaded free-
standing classical civic hall. The hall 
has been used as the county assize 
court, a ballroom, market house, 
education centre and in 1920 was first 
opened to the public as a museum.
The Collection
First established in 1920 as a natural 
history collection, Abingdon’s 
town collection has grown into 
a comprehensive collection of 
artefacts, art and archaeology 
detailing much of the town’s 
extensive history. On display you will 
find Stone Age tools, Roman clothing, 
Saxon weapons and jewellery, 
Medieval masonry, civic silverware, all 
the way through to an MGB roadster, 
highlighting the diversity of the town’s 
history.

Covid-19 safety guidelines
Please do not attend the Museum is 
you have any symptoms of Covid. 
We respectfully ask all visitors to wear 
masks and maintain social distance 
during your visit for the safety of staff 
and al visitors.

Things to do
The museum roof is a must-see 
during periods of good weather, 
as it provides a panoramic view 
of the town and South Oxfordshire 
countryside. Tickets are available for 
just £2 adults and £1 children (6-16 
yrs). If you have enjoyed your visit, and 
you’re looking for a souvenir, or simply 
want to enjoy shopping, the museum 
shop contains a huge variety of gifts, 
art, replicas and toys, many of which 
you won’t find ‘on the high street’.
The basement is the place where 
children creativity take place with 
our popular craft activities led by our 
fantastic museum crafting crew. 
The basement is wheel chair 
accessible via lift from outside the 
museum at street level.

Abingdon County Hall Museum
Market Place, Abingdon, OX14 3HG

The Team
The museum team is available 10am-
4pm to answer your questions and 
help to make your visit enjoyable.
For information and booking enquiries, 
please contact the museum 
reception calling 01235 523703

www.abingdonmuseum.com

Follow us on

ExhibitionExhibitionDavid Melling

Drawing Stories;
Fairy Tales & Wildlife
3rd July to 26th September 2021

www.abingdonmuseum.com
The Sessions Gallery is up 37 steps and is not wheel chair 
accessible.

Donations Gratefully Accepted

Now a resident of Abingdon, David Melling has been 
an author & illustrator of children’s books for 28 years 
now. He first wrote and illustrated his own picture book 
THE KISS THAT MISSED, in 2002, which was shortlisted 
for the Kate Greenaway award.

He is probably best known for his Hugless Douglas 
series. To date he has produced over 150 books in over 
30 languages.

Preparation for this exhibition has been nearly two years in the 
making and although, we look at his published work, perhaps 
it’s not surprising that as a consequence of the pandemic and the 
inevitable delays, there has been a shift of focus to another area 
of interest for David; his nature drawings. Since first lockdown 
last spring, David reconnected with this side of his art, drawing 
birds and ‘found objects’ in his local park.

David says, “Having time to step back from my commercial 
work to simply draw for drawing’s sake has been a real tonic for 
me and has opened up an opportunity to share another side of 
my art. Curiously, I realise, this in turn helps feed back into the 
work for my books. It all adds into the mix!”



Exhibitions...Exhibitions...
coming sooncoming soon

ABINGDON COUNTY HALL MUSEUM  Market Place, 
Abingdon, OX14 3HG
01235 523703 abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.uk

Follow us on

Visit the Museum’s website for more information about exhibitions and 

events at abingdonmuseum.com 
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2nd Oct to 23rd Dec‘212nd Oct to 23rd Dec‘21

Abingdon Museum Abingdon Museum 
PresentsPresents

Friday 12th November 2021Friday 12th November 2021
starts  at  7 .00pm (doors 6.30pm)star ts  at  7 .00pm (doors 6.30pm)

at the Counci l  Chamberat  the Counci l  Chamber
The Gui ldhal l ,  Abbey Close,  Abingdon.  OX14 3JD The Gui ldhal l ,  Abbey Close,  Abingdon.  OX14 3JD 

T ickets :  Adul t  £10  chi ld £5T ickets :  Adul t  £10  chi ld £5
BBC Radio Nottingham’s history advisor Gareth BBC Radio Nottingham’s history advisor Gareth 
Howell returns to recount the story of WW2 - Buy Howell returns to recount the story of WW2 - Buy 
your ticket now!your ticket now!

1941
High Noon for Hitler, 
12th February 1941 to 5th December 1941
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By February 1941 Germany had conquered Western 
Europe and Norway, but Britain fought on having achieved 
a number of important victories over the Italians. In 1941 
Germany will conquer Yugoslavia, Greece and Crete while 
fighting the British in the desert, across the North Atlantic 
and in the skies over British and European cities. The British 
will achieve victory in East Africa, Iraq and Syria as they 
slowly recover their strength before the war takes a new 
turn, with a German invasion of the USSR that will take them 
to the very gates of Moscow...
This third talk in Abingdon’s Museums Second World War 
series includes a handling exhibit by the acclaimed relic 
hunter Rick Stevens 

It’s Not All It’s Not All 
Black & WhiteBlack & White



GET FOODY AT ABINGDON MUSEUM!GET FOODY AT ABINGDON MUSEUM!

Programme for Heritage Open Days at Abingdon Museum
Saturday 11th September - 11am
‘The Fruits of Grinling Gibbons’ a talk by Abingdon Museum’s Collections 
Officer, Elin Bornemann.
Discover what inspired Gibbons to create beautiful master-pieces in wood.

Saturday 18th September - from 11am
Archaeologist talks about local finds of bones and grain that help us 
understand what life was like in ancient Abingdon.

Streamed video via Facebook live during the day on 18th Sept - see our 
website for up-to-date info!

Take ‘The Trencher Trail’ around the Take ‘The Trencher Trail’ around the 
Museum collection...Museum collection...(11th - 19th Sept)(11th - 19th Sept)
Find out what the ‘Abingdon Ichthyosaur’ ate, in times Find out what the ‘Abingdon Ichthyosaur’ ate, in times 
when Abingdon was underwater or what Samuel Pepys when Abingdon was underwater or what Samuel Pepys 
had to eat and drink when visiting Abingdon.had to eat and drink when visiting Abingdon.

The week will begin with a talk on Saturday 11th September at 11am by 
Elin Bornemann about Grinling Gibbons. She describes his inspirations and 
practice in front of the stunning  mirror in our collection explaining the use 
of fruit and vegetables in his carving.
On Saturday 18th September we have a streamed repeat of Elin’s talk 
at 11am in conjunction with a craft activity for children from 10.30 am, 
also follow talks during the day with local archaeologists about the 
medieval Abbey,  what can be learned from finds of animal bones and food 
grains about the monks’ lifestyle, and other food related archaeology in 
Abingdon’s long history.

@museumcrew@museumcraftingcrew

Abingdon 
Abingdon Museum 

Museum Crafting 
Crafting CrewCrew

KIDS’ ACTIVITIES
Saturday 18th September - 
10.30am to 12.30pm & 1.30pm to 3.30pm
The crafting crew are back at the museum to host 
more fantastic craft sessions for kids!
Find out about ‘Food Through The Ages’ in 
a handling session with Roman, Saxon and Medieval 
artefacts, then make a colourful collage on a paper 
plate with shapes of all your favourite modern 
food!

www.abingdonmuseum.com

From 11th to 19th September 2021 we host a special 
exhibition - Buns at the Museum, a history of throwing 
buns.
Take the Heritage Open Days food trail - leading to the 
4000 year old ‘mummy bread’ never before exhibited. 

A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council

Visit the Museum’s website for more information about exhibitions and Visit the Museum’s website for more information about exhibitions and events events at at 
abingdonmuseum.comabingdonmuseum.com  
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M September 2021
Open 10am - 4pm

‘Get Foody at Abingdon Museum’

Kids activitiesKids activities

Special exhibtionSpecial exhibtion Live streamingLive streaming

TalksTalks

Follow us on
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To see the full list of events as 
they are confirmed throughout 

the year, please visit 
www.abingdon.gov.uk

We look forward to welcoming 
you to our museum!

OPEN 10am-4pm 
Tuesday-Sunday

01235 523703
abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.uk

@abingdonmuseum

@abingdonmuseum

@abingdoncountyhallmuseum

A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council

Registered Charity No. 1137089

Discover 
how you can 
support your 
museum,
contact 
reception for 
details...

www.abingdonmuseum.com


