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Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 
 

Queen Elizabeth Bandstand 
 

 

Report to COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 

Meeting date 7 September 2021 

Report author Town Clerk   

Agenda item 12 Open agenda report 

This version of the report has some details which have been 
redacted in two sections, indicated in yellow highlighting. 

 
 
 

1. Purpose of the Report 
 
1.1 To inform the Committee of the work of the Bandstand Working Group. 

 
 
2 Summary  

 
2.1 A bandstand for Abingdon was most recently considered in the late 

1990s. The late freeman Dr Vernon Butt was involved but the project 
did not go forward.  As part of its consideration of the marking of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee the Council in its 2020/21 budget set aside a 
sum of £5,000 for a project to build a bandstand. 

2.2 In June 2021 the Council established a Bandstand working group 
consisting of Cllrs Jim Halliday and Rawda Jehanli, to take matters 
forward.  Steve Rich of Abingdon Town Band has been co-opted and 
officer support at this stage is from the Town Clerk. The group has met 
three times – 23 July and 13 & 25 August. It is due to meet again on 9 
September. 

2.3 Leads have been appointed as follows: 
Cllr Halliday – identify architectural and professional support 

Cllr Jehanli - business and sponsorship 

Mr Rich – identify community partners and interest 

Town Clerk -  approach Vale re land and consider council seed-corn 

funding. 

Details of progress are within the notes but the headlines are as 

follows: 

• Timescale and name of bandstand:  Timescale not fixed but 

unlikely that a bandstand will be ready for the Jubilee in June 
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2022.  Bandstand should commemorate the life and service of 

the Queen and not just one point in time therefore suggested 

working title of “Queen Elizabeth Bandstand.” 

• Usage.  Bandstand to be available for use by wide range of 

groups and performers, with encouragement of wide social 

inclusivity. 

• Location: Needs to be central and accessible. Various locations 

currently being explored [details redacted]. 

• Cost – up to £200,000. 

• Design – largely conventional but with potential for innovation, 

raised and with roof.  See paper from Cllr Jehanli presented to 

meeting of 25 August. Need to accommodate <30 persons and 

ideally a storage area underneath. Needs to be secure.  Power 

to the bandstand would be an advantage, potentially solar 

power on roof.  Design also will ned to look to minimise future 

maintenance. 

• Approaching a company [details redacted] to see if they might 

assist as a community project.  

• Funding: major sources– have identified potential HLF funding 

as a heritage project. Could fund up to 95% of costs. Council 

have registered account with HLF and will be submitting an 

expression of interest so HLF can take a view on whether this 

would likely be supported. See also note below on funding 

strategy.  In absence of HLF funds then likely to require bid to 

Council’s property funds/ 2021-2 estimates. 

• Other funds being explored as a desktop exercise at this point 

– no approaches until a full plan and business case is 

established as Council may only get one chance to obtain 

funds from a trust, business or individual. 

• Funding strategy:  over-riding the two points above - if council 

is to apply for HLF funds or raise sponsorship from business it 

must have a proper strategy and one-person co-ordinating 

matters.  We cannot have a situation where different 

committees in the council approach the same potential funders.  

We need one person to take control and matching the right 

projects with potential funders and at the right financial level. 

• Engagement with other stakeholders/ supporters.  A list of 

partners has been compiled but it is not proposed to formally 

engage with partners until solid, firm proposals are in place and 

ones which the Council has approved. 

• Ongoing operation of a bandstand.  If a bandstand is to be 

used to its full potential by a wide range of groups and 

individuals it will require commitment by the council to 

maintenance, promotion and administration.  This would not 

preclude working with volunteers and they may take a large 

role but we should be realistic regarding this. 
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3. Action required 
  

3.1 The Committee is requested to note this report and the background 
papers. 

 
3.2 A further update will be brought forward to the meeting of 9 November 

2021.  Any proposal to formally go ahead with the project will require 
approval by the town council. 

 
 

 
4.  Link to strategic plan and objectives  

 
4.1 Key Objective 3. To manage the Council’s assets efficiently and 

effectively to meet the needs of the community now and in the future. 
 
4.2 Key Objective 4. To work with community partners to support those who 

are vulnerable and in need and in need and to create opportunities to 
increase social inclusivity. 

 
5.  Climate change/green implications  

 
5.1 None. 
 
 

6.  Financial/budget implications  
 
6.1 Initial work funded from £5,000 budget already set aside. Proposals will 

come forward which will capital and revenue implications.  
 
 

7.  HR implications  
 
7.1 Accommodated within existing workload at present. If viable proposals 

come forward there will be implications in relation to project 
management and promoting/ coordinating use of the bandstand. 

 
 

8.  Supporting papers and appendices 
 

 
8.1         Notes of the meetings of 23 July and 13 & 25 August 2021. Paper 
from Cllr Rawda Jehanli to meeting of 25 August 2021. 

 
 

 
Nigel Warner 
Town Clerk 
5 September 2021 


