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Community Services Advisory Committee 

Tuesday 6 July 2021 

MINUTES 
 

Present 
 

Cllr Neil Fawcett 

Cllr Andy Foulsham 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli 

Cllr Samantha Bowring (ex-officio, Chair of F&GP Committee, Leader)  
Cllr Cheryl Briggs (ex-officio, Mayor) 

 
In attendance 
 

Louise Brown Community Services and Events Officer 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Roxy Elford DAMASCUS 

Cllr Jim Halliday 

Gary Hibbins The Abingdon Bridge 

Catherine McNeill Healthy Abingdon 

Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

 
 

CS1. Election of Chair 
 
Cllr Neil Fawcett was proposed by Cllr Bowring, seconded by Cllr Foulsham and 

elected as Chair by the committee. 
 
 

CS2. Election of Vice-Chair 
 

There were no nominations for Vice-Chair so the election was postponed to the next 
meeting. 
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CS3. Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr de la Harpe and Cllr Oates. 

 
 

CS4. Declarations of Interests 
 
None. 

 

 

CS5. Minutes  
 

The Advisory Committee recommended to the Urgency Committee that the minutes of 

the meeting of the Community Services Committee held on 9 March 2021 be approved 

and signed as a correct record by the Chair. 

 

 

CS6. Matters arising  
 

At the meeting of the Community Services Committee on 9 March 2021, it was resolved 

(minute CS65) as follows: ‘The committee agreed that, given current uncertainty, no 

events would be organised by the Town Council for the current year ending 31 

December 2021.’   Abingdon Pride has requested help with organising a low-key picnic 

on 14 August 2021 at St Ethelwold’s Garden and the advisory committee was asked 

to revisit its earlier decision.   

 

It was proposed by Cllr Fawcett, seconded by Cllr Bowring and agreed to recommend 

to the Urgency Committee that the picnic is supported as a Town Council event and 

that other small-scale, socially distanced events be supported if requested, with the 

decision on whether to support those events delegated to the Town Clerk. 

 

 

CS7. Statements and Questions from the Public 
 
Play:Full 
Catherine McNeill: introduced the Play:Full scheme. Ms McNeill works with local 
groups and has a personal and professional interest in the availability and affordability 

of healthy food and how diet can support good health long-term.  She is seeking to get 
this absorbed into activities in Abingdon and looking into how the Town Council might 
encourage groups that it supports to consider using the Play:Full Pledge on healthy 
diets. 

 
Play:Full started as a response to holiday hunger in North Oxfordshire and has been 
adopted as a model in other parts of Oxfordshire.  It is a philosophy which can be used 
by groups in a range of situations.  The overall focus is to provide healthy food and 

drink within an activity setting and wherever possible to engage with children and 
young people and their families, seeking to get them involved with food preparation 
and discussion of what healthy food is and how to prepare it.  Groups participating in 
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the scheme would be asked to sign up to the seven-point pledge which offers a 
framework for the activity. 
 
Abingdon is relatively affluent but there are pockets of deprivation where holiday 

hunger is an issue.  Healthy eating messages are relevant in all areas to promote long 
term health and wellbeing. 
 
The Play:Full approach is intended to enhance existing activities, offering a library of 

complementary activities around food to groups.  Embedding food education within 
existing activities can be a way to encourage people to attend sessions and to reinforce 
messages given elsewhere. 
 

Encouraging and enabling families to prepare more healthy food at home instead of 
relying on convenience and takeaway food outside the school holidays can help 
mitigate hunger during school holidays through education.  Longer food preparation 
activities can be organised during holidays. 

 
Good Food Oxford sponsored an activity in a local school in the May half -term and 
other local organisations have expressed interest in using Play:Full as a way to 
improve food education.  Ms McNeill would like to see more Play:Full activities 

throughout the year and more food provision throughout the school holidays. 
 
In response to a question on outcomes, Ms McNeill offered to provide a report from a 
project in Cherwell and Banbury. 

 
Cllr Fawcett thanked Ms McNeill for joining the meeting. 
 
 

Abingdon Integrated Youth-Support Project (AIYSP) 
Roxy Elford from DAMASCUS made a statement about the proposed terms of 

reference and financial arrangements for the Abingdon Integrated Youth-Support 

Project (AIYSP) and offered some suggested changes.  This was discussed in more 

detail under item CS14 below. 

 

Cllr Fawcett thanked Ms Elford for joining the meeting. 

 

 

CS8. Forward Plan 
 

The Forward Plan was approved by Full Council on 27 January 2021.  Update from 
the Chair. 

 

(Potential) 

projects for 
prioritisation 
and timetabling 
 

Review events: how do they meet our priorities, if continuing, how 

should they be resourced/ delivered 

Oct to Dec 2020 1. Begin work on new website - completed 

2.  Work on youth strategy review with budget bid of £30,000 
3.  Deliver 2nd tranche of Chromebooks for members - completed 
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Jan to March 

2021 

1. Consider bandstand project.  

2. Complete new website - completed 

3. Review and adopt flag policy - completed 

4. Review of Grants Policy - completed 

5. Launch of new website - completed 

6. Complete communications review 

April to June 
2021 

1. Consideration of environmentally friendly measures to address 
the climate emergency in relation to Market Place events 

2. Agree draft plans for Platinum Jubilee 

July to Sept 
2021 

Completion and implementation of environmentally friendly 
measures to address the climate emergency in relation to Market 

Place cafes and commercial markets 
July to Sept 

2022 
 

Platinum Jubilee 

 

 

 

The Chair noted that the Platinum Jubilee Bandstand Project has not progressed and 

will need to be followed up with the Town Clerk. 

 

The Platinum Jubilee Working Group has not been added to the agenda as a separate 

item and will be added to future agendas for this advisory committee.  Cllr Bowring 

provided an update on the work to date.  There has been one meeting and the working 

group has several new members: Cllr Jehanli, Cllr Foulsham, Cllr Pighills and the 

Mayor, Cllr Briggs.  Jill Rayner from the business community has also agreed to join 

the working group, which will help with the intended focus on business and council 

partnership, seeking to help with covid bounceback and community cohesion.  The 

approach of the Town Council will be to enable the community, working with local 

businesses and the voluntary sector. 

 

The Jubilee Working Group will report to the Community Services Advisory Committee 

and the minutes of the working group meetings will be published with the current and 

future Community Services Advisory Committee reports.  The Jubilee Bandstand 

Working Group was established at the last meeting but has not yet met. 

 

Cllr Fawcett suggested that a progress report could be produced after every meeting 

of the Platinum Jubilee Working Group as Councillors would increasingly be involved 

with events in the lead up to the Jubilee in 2022.  It may be prudent to delegate as 

much responsibility as possible to the working group given the timescale involved.  

This would involve delegating responsibility to the Town Clerk.. 

 

The Jubilee celebrations will take place over four days preceded by the school half-

term holiday. The Town Council will seek to enable community groups to take part in 

events and members were asked to speak to any groups they are involved in. 
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CS9. Actions Register 
 

 The advisory committee received and considered the updated register of actions. 

 

It was noted that the actions register recorded that the Platinum Jubilee Working Group 

would be formally appointed at the meeting of the Community Services Advisory 

Committee on 1 June 2021. As the meeting had not taken place, this would need to be 

done at the current meeting.  

 

Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr Foulsham seconded and it was agreed to recommend to 

the Urgency Committee that the Platinum Jubilee Working Group be established and 

that the members of the working group are: 

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring 

Cllr Cheryl Briggs (ex officio) 

Cllr Andy Foulsham 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli 

Cllr Lorraine Oates 

Cllr Helen Pighills 

 

The Bandstand Working Group would be a sub-group of the Community Services 

Advisory Committee.  Cllr Jehanli agreed to join this working group with Cllr Halliday.  

Other members would be co-opted as appropriate. 

 

Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr Bowring seconded and it was agreed to recommend to the 

Urgency Committee that the Bandstand Working Group be established and that the 

members of the working group are: 

 

Cllr Halliday 

Cllr Jehanli 

 

Catherine McNeill left the meeting at 7.49pm 

 

The advisory committee noted the actions register report. 

 

 

CS10. Finance report 
 
The report of the Deputy Town Clerk and the management accounts for the period 

ending 31st March 2021 and the period ending 31st May 2021 were noted by the 
advisory committee. 
 
Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr Bowring seconded and it was agreed to recommend to the 

Urgency Committee that the management accounts for the periods ending 31st March 
2021 and 31st May 2021 be approved. 
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CS11. Grant applications 
 

Councillors considered five grant applications. 
 

 
Name of 

Applicant 

Purpose of grant, as 

summarised in the grant 

application 

Grant awarded 

1 

Church 

Twinning 

Society 

(d) 

£250 requested towards the cost 

of an event with people from all 

five twinning towns coming to 

Abingdon for a weekend, 

focusing on stewardship of the 

environment, with a speaker, a 

guided tour of Abingdon and a 

visit to one of the peaceful 

gardens 

Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr 

Jehanli seconded and it was 

agreed to recommend to the 

Urgency Committee that a 

grant of £100 be awarded 

and to invite the society to 

resubmit an application if they 

could include some public 

engagement. 

2 
Enrych 

(b) 

£1,000 requested towards the 
cost of support to deliver the 

service due to the ever- increasing 
number of referrals they are 
receiving. 

Cllr Bowring proposed, Cllr 

Fawcett seconded and it was 

agreed to recommend to the 

Urgency Committee that a 

grant of £1,000 be awarded. 

3 

Friends of 

Abingdon 

Civic Society 

(a) (d) 

£1,200 requested towards the 

cost of the 2021 Heritage 

Weekend 

Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr 

Foulsham seconded and it 

was agreed to recommend to 

the Urgency Committee that 

a grant of £900 be awarded, 

plus help with printing for the 

event. 

4 

Healthy 

Abingdon 

(a) (d) 

£145 requested to hold a Market 

Place event on Saturday 4 

September 2021 where statutory 

and voluntary groups concerned 

with health and wellbeing can 

engage with the public and guide 

people to groups that can 

improve their health and 

wellbeing. 

Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr 

Foulsham seconded and it 

was agreed to recommend to 

the Urgency Committee that 

a grant of £145 be awarded. 

5 

Oxfordshire 

Association 

for the Blind 

(b) 

£1,000 requested towards the 

cost of funding the Information, 

Advice, Helpline and Equipment 

Project. 

Cllr Fawcett proposed, Cllr 

Bowring seconded and it was 

agreed to recommend to the 

Urgency Committee that a 

grant of £1,000 be awarded. 
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The above grants were made in pursuance of the Council’s powers, as noted in column 
one, as follows (resolved accordingly): 

 

(a) Local Government Act 1972, section 145; 
(b) Local Government Act 1972, section 137; 

(c)  Local Government and Rating Act 1997, part III, section 31; 

(d) Local Government Act 1972, section 144; 

(e) Local Government Act 1972, section 142 (2A); 

(f)     Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, section 19; 

(g) Local Government Act 1972, section 133; 

(h) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, section 19. 

 

 
Gary Hibbins joined the meeting at 8.03pm 

 
 
Grant scoring criteria 
The grant scoring criteria which had been adopted at the meeting on 9 March 2021 

were discussed and some comments were made. 
 
It was noted that the scoring criteria needed to be tweaked to ensure that they properly 
reflected the priorities of the Council and some suggested changes were made.  The 

formula should take account of the number of beneficiaries of the grant.  It was also 
noted that the grant scoring favours lower scores while it would be more logical to 
favour higher numbers.  Cllr Foulsham would review the formula with Cllr Coveney 
based on the feedback received. 
 

 

CS12. Firework displays 
 

A report on the potential nuisance caused by firework displays was considered and it 
was noted that there was little evidence of a sustained noise or environmental nuisance 
from fireworks.   Councillors noted that the conclusions could usefully be shared with 
residents who may have concerns.   

 
It was proposed by Cllr Bowring, seconded by Cllr Foulsham and agreed to 
recommend to the Urgency Committee that the Town Council should ensure that 
events it organises have quieter firework displays. 

 
 

CS13. Communications and Marketing Strategy  
 

The advisory committee considered a report from the Community Services and Events 

Officer on a strategy, including the Communications and Marketing Strategy adopted 
in July 2021 (Appendix A) and the Communications Calendar 2021-22 (Appendix B).  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Fawcett, seconded by Cllr Foulsham and agreed to recommend 

to the Urgency Committee that the report, strategy and calendar be approved. 
 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-13-Communications-and-Marketing-Strategy-Report.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-13-APPENDIX-A-Communications-and-Marketing-Strategy.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-13-APPENDIX-B-Communications-Calendar.pdf
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The committee noted the work of the Community Services and Events Officer on 
communications and on the style guide, the Town Crier and the website in particular. 
 
 

CS14. Terms of reference for the Abingdon Integrated Youth-Support 
Project (AIYSP) 

 

The advisory committee received and consider the draft terms of reference for the 
Abingdon Integrated Youth-Support Project (AIYSP), including the proposal (Appendix 

A) and the financial arrangements (Appendix B). 
 
The work of The Abingdon Bridge and DAMASCUS was noted and they were thanked.  
 

The Deputy Town Clerk commented that any budget spending would need to be 
recommended by the Community Services Advisory Committee to the Finance and 
General Purposes Advisory Committee.  Formal applications for funding from the 
allocated budget of £5,000 would be considered by a youth panel, perhaps with a 

councillor sitting on it and for agreed applications to be approved by the Town Council.   
Funding would be allocated according to grant funding principles and would be 
considered by the Community Services Advisory Committee. 
 

A recommendation would be prepared by the Deputy Town Clerk and Community 
Services and Events Officer to go to the Urgency Committee.  The recommendation 
will seek to give the youth panel as much autonomy as possible and accord with the 
financial strictures required of the Town Council.  The Deputy Town Clerk was asked 

to provide some guidance for the youth panel on appropriate grants. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Fawcett, seconded by Cllr Foulsham and agreed to recommend 
to the Urgency Committee that the terms of reference and financial arrangements as 

amended by the suggestions made by the two charities be approved. [An updated 
version of the proposed documents can be found here.] 
 
Cllr Fawcett asked that thanks of the committee to the charities for their work be noted. 

 
 

Roxy Elford left the meeting at 8.32pm 
 

 

CS15. Information Centre 
 

The committee received and considered the report from the Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 
providing an update on plans for the Information Centre, Town Council reception and 

Registration Service.  The reception will be reopened from 19 July 2021. 
 
A further report will be provided to a future meeting of the advisory committee on usage 
numbers, types of users and the types of enquiries received to inform future planning.  

This report will be scheduled for the meeting in December 2021. 
 

 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-14-Integrated-Youth-Support-Project-Report-ToR.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-14-Integrated-Youth-Support-Project-APPENDIX-A-Proposal.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-14-Integrated-Youth-Support-Project-APPENDIX-A-Proposal.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Community-Services-Advisory-Committee-6.7.21-ITEM-14-Integrated-Youth-Support-project-APPENDIX-B-Financial-arranagements.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/town-council/meetings-and-committees/community-services-committee
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CS16. Publicity  
  

Suggestions of items which may be publicised: 

 

- Youth project (item 14).  A special article was suggested for the next Town Crier 

- Grants. It was suggested that publicity about the grants awarded includes a brief 

outline of the purpose of the grant, using the information provided in the grant 

applications. 

- Firework displays (item 12). The decision about Town Council displays should be 

publicised. 

- Plans for a joint reception with the County Council.  This would probably be 

interesting to many residents to show how councils work together in Abingdon. 
 

 

CS17. Dates of future meetings  
  

 The dates for future meetings of the Community Services Committee are: 

 

• 7 September 2021 

• 9 November 2021 

• 21 December 2021 

• 1 March 2022 

• 7 June 2022 

 

 

The meeting ended at 8.57pm. 


