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ABINGDON TOWN COUNCIL 

 

Report to Finance, Governance and Asset Management Advisory Committee 

Meeting date 21 September 2021 

Report author Dan Sancisi 

Agenda item 14 

 

Report of Museum Manager 
 
 

1. Purpose of the Report 
 

1.1 To inform Members about the current situation regarding ‘Abingdon Climate 
Emergency Response’ utilising the café space in the Abingdon County Hall 
Museum building. 

 

 
2.  Summary  

 
2.1 At a meeting on 7th September 2021 between One Planet Living, Carbon Cutters, 

the Town Clerk and Museum Manager terms of an agreement were drafted for 
use of the café.  The community groups concerned became incorporated as 
‘Abingdon Climate Emergency Response’ the following week. 

 

2.2 On 25th September 2021 the group will host an inaugural event to raise 
awareness of the proposed use of the former ‘Mouse Hole Café’, in conjunction 
with ‘Oxfordshire Great Big Green Week’. 

 

2.3 Your Officers have prepared a table of conditions for their use of the café, 
including the requirement to hold necessary insurances.  These will form the 
basis of a license to commence their establishment on the premises.  The license 
and insurance should be in place before any regular use of the café begins. 

 
2.4 The group wish to commence a 12-month trial period to offer an information 

resource regarding climate change, events aimed at reuse and recycling of 
various materials, bicycle repair sessions, clothes swaps and packaging refill 

station.  They may host other environmental awareness events and wish to 
engage young people and children with craft sessions. 

 
2.5 They propose to open the centre (café) Thursdays to Saturdays from 10am to 

4pm.  Your Officers will encourage the group to be active on a par with the 
Museum’s opening hours, those being Tuesday to Sunday, 10am to 4pm. 

  



Finance, Governance and Asset Management Advisory Committee, Agenda item 14 

21 September 2021 

2 
 

3. Action required 

 
3.1 Minute M11 from the County Hall Museum Management Committee of 15th July 

2021 states ‘The advisory committee considered requests from Abingdon Carbon 
Cutters and One Planet Oxfordshire to use the basement of the County Hall 

Museum.  It was proposed by the Chair, Cllr Lonergan, seconded by Cllr Birks 
and agreed that consideration of a temporary agreement with a local group to use 
the basement for up to twelve months be delegated to the Town Clerk and 
Museum Manager.’ 

 
3.2 Your Officers have considered the temporary agreement and now Members are 

requested to delegate to the Town Clerk and officers to proceed with the licensing 
of the basement to the ‘Abingdon Climate Emergency Response’. 


