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Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 

 

Draft Notes of the Platinum Jubilee Advisory Working Group held on Thursday 15th July 

2021 at 10 am in The Old Magistrates Court, Guildhall 

 

 

Present:     

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring   

Cllr Rawda Jehanli 

Cllr Lorraine Oates 

Jill Rayner  

 

In Attendance: 

 

Miss Louise Brown        Community Services and Events Officer (Clerk to the meeting) 

 

1. Apologies 

 

Apologies were received from Cllr Andy Foulsham, Cllr Cheryl Briggs and Cllr Helen 

Pighills. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

Jill Rayner declared an interest as the editor of Abingdon Living (a newsletter operating in 

Abingdon.) 

 

3. Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the notes of the Platinum Jubilee Advisory 

Working Group meeting held on 24th June 2021. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the notes of the meeting of the Platinum Jubilee Advisory Working 

Group held on 24th June 2021 be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

 

 

4. Actions update from previous meeting 

 

The Community Services and Events Officer ran through the Actions that had been 

identified at the last working group meeting and provided an update on what had been 

actioned and completed since. (Full list can be seen on Agenda.) 
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Members all agreed that the Jubilee celebrations should be an opportunity not only to 

support local businesses in the bounce back to covid, but also to establish relationships 

with these businesses that would last beyond this.  

 

Cllr Lorraine Oates was keen to see contact made with businesses as soon as possible 

to provide adequate time for them to effectively support the events and the Community 

Services and Events officer confirmed that Cllr Helen Pighills had sent over examples of 

Sponsorship packages which would be useful for future communication with businesses, 

Jill Rayner confirmed she could also assist with the sponsorship packages as she had 

experience in this area.  

 

Members discussed the sponsorship packages in more depth and raised the idea of 

producing specific targeted sponsorship packages that would support specific 

events/activities etc that would appeal to that individual business. For example, Members 

felt the council could approach the Private Care Homes in Abingdon about the 

sponsorship of a History Project that could involve the residents etc. It was felt that this 

was likely to not only increase the financial aid provided, but also enhance the interest of 

businesses and residents in the events.  

 

Members also raised the idea of a joint project between the schools in Abingdon and the 

Care homes as a way of bridging the gap between generations and encouraging 

participation from a wider demographic. It was suggested that the Museum staff would be 

good to lead on this project due to their prior experience in similar tasks. 

  

ACTION: The Community Services and Events officer to contact the Abingdon Museum 

staff regarding them taking the lead on the History Project involving care homes and 

schools in Abingdon.   

 

Members discussed the use of Marquees again and the quote that had been distributed 

via email by the Community Services and Events Officer prior to the meeting; 

commenting that a number of smaller marquees might be better than one big one as this 

would allow for separate activities aimed at different age groups to take place at the 

same time.  

 

Members were also mindful of additional costs associated with a big scale event such as 

the overnight security for the marquees and first aid etc.  

 

Other ideas included: 

- Music from the 1950’s with specific dancing (jive) by the dancing schools in Abingdon.  

- A fashion show of clothes from that era (perhaps donated from Abingdon residents 

and modelled by Abingdon Drama Club), with input from the sixth form and colleges 

regarding staging, costumes and make up.  
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- Contacting Masons material shop in Abingdon as part of the community bunting 

project 

- Salters Steamers/Rowing club supporting a River/boating event 

 

 

ACTION: It was agreed that the Community Services and Events Officer would contact 

schools and Clubs and Societies in Abingdon to make them aware of the dates and 

confirm that we would like to involve them in the events if they could keep the dates 

available, confirming that more details would follow closer to the time. 

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring confirmed that Andy Crick, Committee Clerk for Abingdon Town 

Council had a contact for one of the organisers of the Wychwood Festival who may be 

able to offer advice on organising an event of this scale. 

 

ACTION: The Community Services and Events Officer would make contact with the 

above to establish a meeting where this could be discussed.  

 

The Community Services and Events Officer confirmed she had been in touch with The 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant regarding a Royal Visit who had advised that a solid reason or 

Charity is needed to secure one. As a result, members agreed to suggest the event as 

the official launch of Abingdon Youth Council which is in collaboration with two Abingdon 

Charities; Abingdon DAMASCUS Youth Project and Abingdon Bridge, the latter of which 

actually won the QAVS award in 2019.  

 

ACTION: The Community Services and Events Officer to go back to the Deputy Lord 

Lieutenant confirming the official event and charity for the Royal Visit.  

 

Members discussed the possibility of hiring an Events manager if the workload became 

too high with existing staff’s current responsibilities.  

 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli updated members on the bandstand project confirming that she was 

meeting with the Town Clerk, Cllr Jim Halliday and Mr Steve Rich of Abingdon Town 

Band regarding the next steps for this and would update the rest of the working group at 

the next meeting. 

 

5. Date of next meeting 

 

It was agreed that the date of the next Platinum Jubilee Working Group would be 

Wednesday 4th August 2021 at 10am in the Old Magistrates Court.  

 

 

Meeting closed at 11:30 am 

 


