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Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council 

 

Draft Notes of the Platinum Jubilee Advisory Working Group held on Thursday 24th June 

2021 at 10 am in The Old Magistrates Court, Guildhall 

 

 

Present:     

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring   

Cllr Cheryl Briggs 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli 

Cllr Lorraine Oates 

Cllr Helen Pighills  

 

In Attendance: 

 

Miss Louise Brown        Community Services and Events Officer (Clerk to the meeting) 

 

1.  Election of Chair 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Helen Pighills, seconded by Cllr Lorraine Oates and RESOLVED that 

Cllr Samantha Bowring be elected as Chair of the Platinum Jubilee Advisory Working Group 

for the municipal year 2021-22. 

 

2. Election of Vice Chair 

 

It was proposed by Cllr Samantha Bowring, seconded by Cllr Lorraine Oates and RESOLVED 

that Cllr Rawda Jehanli be elected as Vice Chair of the Platinum Jubilee Advisory Working 

Group for the municipal year 2021-22. 

 

3. Apologies 

 

Apologies were received from Cllr Andy Foulsham.  

 

4. Declarations of Interest 

 

      None 

 

        5. National timetable of events 

 

The official timetable of national events for the Platinum Jubilee has been released and 

confirmed as four days of events running from Thursday 2nd June 2022 – Sunday 5th June 

2022.  

 

https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-weekend
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Cllr Samantha Bowring confirmed that the council would need to plan its timetable of events 

carefully so as not to clash with any of the national events and to incorporate the ones that 

Abingdon would be partaking in.  

 

Members discussed the idea of screening some of the big national events for Abingdon 

residents to watch, acknowledging that this might require a specific license which officers 

would need to look into and obtain. Members also suggested that some of the pubs in 

Abingdon might be screening these events too and discussed encouraged residents to view 

them that way. 

 

Thursday 2nd June is: 

-  The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour). Members suggested this as an 

event we may wish to screen. 

- The lighting of the Platinum Jubilee Beacons which Abingdon would partake in from the 

top of the Museum.  

 

Friday 3rd June is:  

- Service of Thanksgiving. Members suggested this as an event we may wish to screen.  

- The rest of Friday was clear for Abingdon to host events without the worry of clashing. 

 

Saturday 4th June is:  

- The Derby at Epsom Downs. Members suggested this as an event we may wish to 

screen. 

- Platinum Party at the Palace: Members felt this event was unlikely to affect any Abingdon 

Plans 

- Members suggested Saturday as a possible day for the Abingdon Bun Throwing. 

 

Sunday 5th June is:  

- The Big Jubilee Lunch where residents are encouraged to throw their own street parties. 

Members agreed not to host a street party in Ock Street but would be encouraging 

residents to throw their own covid safe events. Members discussed ways to encourage 

and support these events and suggested providing bunting for people to use; members 

were aware of the risk of single use plastic with bunting so suggested holding a Bunting 

competition in an edition of the Town Crier and funding some reusable bunting with the 

winning design being used. 

 

Abingdon Events 

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring confirmed that the Abingdon events should have a purpose and 

would be a great opportunity to celebrate the jubilee whilst also helping local businesses 

in the covid bounce back and for all residents of Abingdon to come together as a town 

and celebrate post covid.  
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Members felt we should be look to hold a weeklong celebration from Monday 30th May 

until Friday 5th June.  

 

Cllr Helen Pighills reminded members that that last Jubilee had been bad weather and 

suggested being mindful of bad weather when planning events. Cllr Samantha Bowring 

felt we should be looking to hire a Marquee which would assist with this issue.  

The first thing would be to find out what land we could use and get this booked, and to 

obtain quotes and book a Marquee as they were likely to be in high demand over this 

weekend. Cllr Samantha Bowring suggested that the Community Services and Events 

Officer contact the organisers of Truck Festival as they may have a contact for a 

Marquee company.  

 

Members discussed the possibility of using Albert Park as a location but did acknowledge 

that this might cause issues for parking. Cllr Rawda Jehanli felt this might be a good 

location for a classical music concert, perhaps involving the private schools in Abingdon.  

 

ACTION: Community Services and Events officer to contact the Vale of White Horse 

District Council to enquire about available land (ideally the Abbey Grounds or Rye Farm 

Meadow), and to obtain quotes for a Marquee with the aim of booking soon.  

 

Sponsorship: It was agreed that we should contact businesses within the Town regarding 

sponsorship, this would have the dual benefit of helping towards the funding of the event 

and promoting their businesses as part of the covid bounce back.  

Members suggested putting together ‘sponsorship packages’ which we could present to 

local companies to show them the options. Cllr Helen Pighills confirmed she had 

experience with this in her role as a Vale Councillor and confirmed she would email the 

Community Services and Events office with examples of this.  

 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli suggested that consulting the public would be a good idea to involve 

them and gain their ideas. Cllr Jehanli suggested having something on the Town Council 

website and social media asking for ideas and suggestions. Members agreed this was a 

good idea but suggested doing this further down the line when location etc had been 

confirmed.  

 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli also reminded members that some residents in Abingdon will have 

been economically disadvantaged as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic and that if some 

of the events were ticketed events, we should be mindful not to price anything too high.  

 

Cllr Lorraine Oates asked if we had a budget for this event and Cllr Samantha Bowring 

confirmed that there hadn’t currently been one agreed, but that we would look to include 

sponsorship and community fundraising opportunities as much as possible to limit the 

outgoings.  
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Cllr Helen Pighills suggested that rather than host our own music events we could 

encourage Make Music Abingdon to host an event and then advertise it for them across 

our website and social media outlets. Members agreed that the Town Council didn’t need 

to organise all the events that week and that we should be encouraging other events 

alongside town council ones to lighten the load on staff and members.  

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring confirmed that we could do an edition of the Town Crier 

dedicated purely to the Jubilee or perhaps a publication separately from the Town Crier 

purely for this purpose.  

 

Members felt it was especially important to include events that would be well attended by 

senior citizens as they acknowledged the Jubilee might be particularly poignant for them 

and that the Covid-19 restriction would have hit this particular age category badly.  

 

Cllr Samantha Bowring suggested co-opting an active member of the business 

community in Abingdon on to this working group to assist with business related queries 

and ideas; Samantha suggested Jill Rayner and members agreed the Community 

Services and Events Officer would contact her to enquire about co-opting her. 

Members also felt that we should be looking to co-opt someone from the Youth Council 

to represent the views and wishes of the youth of Abingdon residents.  

 

 

6. Next Steps  

 

Members agreed the next steps with rough timeframes should be: 

 

Step 1: Contact the Vale of White Horse District Council to enquire about and book land for 

the week of Monday 30th May 2022 – Sunday 5th June 2022. 

 

Step 2: Contact the local businesses within Abingdon to enquire about sponsorship to give 

us a better idea of the budget and financial aid to assist with planning the events.  

 

Step 3: Contact the community groups and clubs and societies within Abingdon to offer use 

of space for their own events and to actively encourage participation in the Town Council 

organised events.  

 

Once the large things had been booked (Land and Marquee) and sponsorships acquired we 

will then be in a position to look at the details of specific events etc. 
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7.AOB 

 

Jubilee Bandstand: Cllr Samantha Bowring confirmed that the Town Clerk, Mr Nigel Warner 

had previously been liaising with Mr Steve Rich from Abingdon Town Band and she would 

get in touch with Nigel to confirm where plans had got to with this and if it would be taking 

place. 

 

Suggested branding this as ‘Queen Elizabeth Bandstand’ rather than ‘Jubilee bandstand’ so 

that it could go ahead regardless of whether the Jubilee took place or not. 

 

Freepersons: Cllr Samantha Bowring felt that this would be a nice opportunity to award 

some more people with the freedom of the town. Cllr Helen Pighills felt that we ought to be 

careful not to dilute the honour by awarding too many. Members agreed to consider this and 

put some thought into some recipients that would be worthy.  

 

Royal Visit: Members asked the Community Services and Events Officer to contact Felicity 

Dick to enquire about a possible Royal visit.  

 

8.Date of next meeting 

 

The date of the next Platinum Jubilee Working Group will be Thursday 15th July 2021 at 

10am.  

 

 

Meeting closed at 11:45 am 

 


