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Community Advisory Committee  

Tuesday 7 September 2021 

NOTES OF MEETING 

 

Present:  

 

Cllr Neil Fawcett 

Cllr Andy Foulsham 

Cllr Eric de la Harpe 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli 
Cllr Pat Lonergan 

Cllr Samantha Bowring (ex-officio, Chair F and GP Committee, Leader)  

 

In attendance: 

 

Cllr Charlie Birks 

Cllr Jim Halliday 

  

Louise Brown Community Services and Events Officer 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (Clerk to the meeting) 

Steve Purnell Friends of Abingdon Museum 

Dan Sancisi Museum Manager 

Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

   

           

 SECTION I (Open to the Public Including the Press) 
  

 

C1. Election of Chair  
  

Cllr Rawda Jehanli was proposed by Cllr Foulsham, seconded by Cllr Lonergan and 

elected as Chair of the advisory committee. 
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C2. Election of Vice-Chair  
  

Cllr Foulsham was proposed by Cllr Jehanli, seconded by Cllr Lonergan and elected as 

Vice-Chair of the advisory committee. 

 

 

C3. Apologies  
  

There were no apologies. 

 

 

C4. Declarations of interest  
 
There were none. 

 

 

C5. Minutes 
 
It was recommended to the Urgency Committee that the minutes of the meeting of the 

Community Services Advisory Committee of 6 July 2021 be approved as a correct record. 

 

The notes of the meeting of the Guildhall Advisory Committee of 20 May 2021 were 

agreed as a correct record. 

 

It was recommended to the Urgency Committee that the minutes of the meeting of the 

County Hall Museum Management Advisory Committee of 15 July 2021 be approved as 

a correct record. 

 

 

C6. Matters arising  
 

None. 

 

 

C7. Statements and Questions from the Public 
 
None. 

 

 

C8. Forward Plan 
 

The Forward Plan was noted.  
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C9. Actions Register 
 

 The updated register of actions was noted. 

 

Cllr Halliday joined the meeting at 7.12pm 

 

 

C10. Membership of sub-committees and working groups  
 
The committee noted the membership of the working groups below. 
 
Communications Review Working Group 

(appointed by the Community Services Committee on 21 May 2019) 

 

Cllr Andy Foulsham (Chair) 

Cllr Andrew Coveney (Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Samantha Bowring  

Cllr Neil Fawcett 

 
 
Summer Events Working Group 

(appointed by the Community Services Committee 21 May 2019) 
Cllr Cheryl Briggs 
Cllr Andrew Coveney 
Cllr Neil Fawcett 

Cllr Helen Pighills 
Cllr Alex Greenaway 

 
It was noted that there were no events this year and that the Platinum Jubilee Working 

Group would be the main event for 2022 and this working group would be suspended.  
 
 
Covid Recovery Working Group 

(appointed by the Town Council on 4 November 2020) 
 

Cllr Andy Foulsham (Chair) 
Cllr Gabby Barody (Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Alex Greenaway 
Cllr Eric de la Harpe 
Cllr Lorraine Oates  

 

Concerns remained over the ongoing pandemic risks.  The working group has dealt with 
two strands of work: recovery and bounce back, and keeping the town’s operations going 
and supporting the town. It was proposed by Cllr Jehanli, seconded by Cllr Foulsham and 
agreed that the working group would continue. 
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Platinum Jubilee Working Group 
(recommended by the Community Services Committee on 6 July 2021 and agreed by the 

Urgency Committee on 13 July 2021) 
 

Cllr Samantha Bowring (Chair) 
Cllr Rawda Jehanli (Vice-Chair) 

Cllr Cheryl Briggs (ex officio)  
Cllr Andy Foulsham  
Cllr Lorraine Oates  
Cllr Helen Pighills 

 
 
Bandstand Working Group 
(recommended by the Community Services Committee on 6 July 2021 and agreed by the 

Urgency Committee on 13 July 2021) 
 

Cllr Halliday  
Cllr Jehanli 

 

 

C11. Grant applications 
 

Two grant applications were considered. 

 

 
Name of 

Applicant 

Purpose of grant, as 

summarised in the grant 

application 

Grant awarded 

2 
Inspiring 

Minds (b) 

£4,000 requested to cover the 

running costs of a range of 

learning opportunities in the 

local community such as 

eating well on a budget, 

awareness of mental health 

problems, a parent 

engagement course and Cook 
and Share sessions 

There were some queries over the 

details provided in the application 

and costs identified.  It was 

recommended to the Urgency 

Committee that a grant of £1,000 be 

awarded and that the charity be 

invited to apply for further funding 

with more information provided. 

3 

Trinity 

Learning 

(b) 

£900 requested towards the 

cost of the thinking books 

project which is a mentoring 

project which helps children to 

develop an understanding of 

their own and others’ feelings 

by discussing a book 

character’s feelings with a 

volunteer. 

It was recommended to the Urgency 

Committee that a grant of £900 be 

awarded. 
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The above grants were made in pursuance of the Council’s powers, as noted in column 

one, as follows (resolved accordingly): 

 

(a) Local Government Act 1972, section 145; 

(b) Local Government Act 1972, section 137; 

(c)  Local Government and Rating Act 1997, part III, section 31; 

(d) Local Government Act 1972, section 144; 

(e) Local Government Act 1972, section 142 (2A); 

(f)     Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, section 19; 

(g) Local Government Act 1972, section 133; 

(h) Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, section 19. 

 

 

C12. Platinum Jubilee and bandstand update 
 

The notes of the Platinum Jubilee working group meetings of 24 June 2021, 15 July 2021 

and 4 August 2021 were agreed.  

 

Funding 

The minutes of the meeting on 4 August 2021 referred to the budget of £5,000 for the 

Platinum Jubilee celebrations and the budget of £17,000 for ‘Fun and Music in the Park’ 

being combined for the celebration. It was noted that the figure for ‘Fun and Music in the 

Park’ did not include income from ticket sales so it was incorrect.  It was clarified that the 

meeting had considered possible expenditure before income to work out the net 

expenditure for the budget process in the autumn.  The aim would be to recoup as much 

of the costs as possible through sponsorship and ticket and merchandise sales so the 

burden on residents is not too onerous. 

 

Bandstand 

The minutes of the meeting on 4 August 2021 referred to the cost of the bandstand as 

between £150,000-£200,000: this was significantly more than initially envisaged and 

consequently the expenditure may need to be reviewed further.  It was clarified that the 

figures stated were the initial projection of the cost of the project and that this was not 

expected to be the sum the Town Council would be required to pay as sponsorship would 

be sought.  The figure would be refined in future meetings. 

 

 

C13. Report of Museum Manager 
 

The report from the Museum Manager was noted.  A member asked why there was no 
separate report from the Collections Officer. The Museum Manager’s report included an 

update from the Collections Officer and would in future include updates from both the 

Collections Officer and the Friends of the Museum. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Platinum-Jubilee-Working-Group-24.6.21-notes.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Platinum-Jubilee-Working-Group-15.7.21-notes.pdf
https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Platinum-Jubilee-Working-Group-4.8.21-notes.pdf
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C14. Report of Museum Collections Officer 
 

This item was covered under item 13. 

 

 

C15. Michaelmas and Runaway Fairs 
 

The report from the Community Services and Events Officer on the annual Michaelmas 
and Runaway Fairs was received and noted. 

 

 

C16. Single use plastics policy 
 

The report of the Community Services and Events Officer on the single use plastics policy 

on the Market Place was noted. The Community Services and Events Officer noted the 

delay in rolling out the new policy due to the pandemic and health and safety concerns 

over reusing items.  The policy was now being introduced in consultation with market 

traders. 

 

 

C17. Environmental Implications 
 

There were no additional items to raise.  In future, this item would be removed from the 

agenda as officers’ reports will now include this as standard. 

 

 

C18. Publicity  
 

Items suggested for publicity: 
Tote bags.  The Community Services and Events Officer reported that publicity and 

distribution of the bags was being worked on with local groups. 

Platinum Jubilee publicity over the date and events. The Community Services and Events 
Officer reported that this had been publicised in the Town Crier and would be promoted 

on social media.  Local groups were recommended to help support and promote the 

event. 

 

 

C19. Dates of future meetings  
 

 The dates for future meetings were noted. 

 

C20. Exclusion of the public, including the press 
 

 The Chair moved that in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions 

to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972), 
the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting because of the confidential 

nature of the business to be transacted. 
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C21. Confidential Actions Register 
 

There were no confidential actions for the committee to consider. 

 

 

C22. Michaelmas and Runaway Fairs 
 

The report from the Town Clerk was noted. 

 

 

C23. Market management 
 

The report from the Town Clerk was received and it was recommended to the Urgency 

Committee that the recommendation be approved.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.02pm. 


