
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Advisory Committee  

Tuesday 9 November 2021 

NOTES 

 

Present 

 

Cllr Rawda Jehanli Chair 

Cllr Andy Foulsham Vice-Chair 

Cllr Samantha Bowring (ex-officio, Chair F and GP Committee, Leader)  

Cllr Neil Fawcett 

Cllr Eric de la Harpe 

Cllr Pat Lonergan 

 

In attendance 

 

Rita Atkinson Trustee, Abingdon Damascus Youth Project  

Louise Brown Community Services and Events Officer 

Andy Crick Committee Clerk (clerk to the meeting) 

Roxy Elford Abingdon Damascus Youth Project 

Holly Freeland The Abingdon Bridge 

Cllr Jim Halliday 

Gary Hibbins The Abingdon Bridge 

Dan Sancisi Museum Manager 

Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

  

     

Note 

Item C28 was taken before items C26 and C27 for the convenience of the members of the 

public present at the meeting.  For this reason, some of the timings given below are not 

sequential. 
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SECTION I (Open to the Public Including the Press) 
  

 

C24. Apologies  
  

None. 

 

    

C25. Declarations of interest  
 

Cllr Foulsham is a member of one of the churches represented by the ‘Churches in 

Abingdon’ group. 

 

 

C26. Minutes 
  

The minutes of the meeting of the Community Advisory Committee of 7 September 2021  

were agreed as a correct record and would be signed by the Chair.  

 

 

C27. Matters arising  
 

Matter referred 

The Communications Review Working Group recommended to the Community Services 

Committee on 1 June 2021 that the Market Place Noticeboard which had originally been 

located on the wall of the building next to the Market Place flower bed be replaced.  The 

committee considered this recommendation, which was recorded as an action for this 

committee.  The recommendation was agreed and would be determined by the Town 

Council. 

 

  Cllr Lonergan joined the meeting at 7.29pm 

 

 

C28. Statements and Questions from the Public 
 
Roxy Elford from the Abingdon Damascus Youth Project (ADYP) and Holly Freeland from 

The Abingdon Bridge (TAB) gave a presentation to the meeting with regard to item 12, 
Youth Council, providing a progress report on the project. 
 
The proposed youth council has been renamed ‘Youth Voice’ by the young people 

participating and the presentation outlined the activities of the group since it was formed.   
 

Rita Atkinson joined the meeting at 7.09pm 
 

Needs identified by the group included a lack of LGBT support in Abingdon, young people 
not feeling safe in the town, and a need for ‘safe spaces’ for young people. 
 



Community Advisory Committee 9 November 2021 
DRAFT NOTES 

3 

The pandemic lockdown affected young people considerably: young people are now two 
years older and are often congregating in large groups, unsure how to behave due to 

restricted social development.  There has been an increase in risky behaviour, anti-social 
behaviour and mental health issues.  The presence of youth groups on the streets is 
needed as a long-term commitment. 
 

Youth Voice has undertaken a needs analysis and has introduced: support groups; a 
consistent street presence which is building strong relationships; a dedicated hang-out 
space at the Family Solutions Centre on Stratton Way; counselling/wellbeing referrals 
from engagement on the street; education, employment or training (LEET) referrals. 

 
The work plan to March 2022 was outlined and included a survey of young people, 
continued street work, working with disengaged young people and work to involve young 
people in the planned Platinum Jubilee celebrations to help them to develop a sense of 

community. 
 
From April 2022 onward, the group plans to continue these projects, to consider 
succession planning for Youth Voice and to involve other partners. 

 

The Museum Manager mentioned a planned exhibition for the Platinum Jubilee which 

he was keen to include young people in and he hoped to meet with the youth groups to 

discuss this. 

 
The Chair, Cllr Jehanli, thanked the representatives for their presentation and their work. 

 

Holly Freeland and Gary Hibbins left the meeting at 7.24pm 

 

 

C29. Forward Plan 

 

The Forward Plan was noted. 
 

 

C30. Actions Register 
 

The actions register was noted. 

 

 

C31. Grant applications 
 

Two grant applications were considered: 
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Name of 

Applicant 

Purpose of grant, as summarised 

in the grant application 
Grant awarded 

Abingdon 

Street 

Pastors 

(ASP) 

Grant funding is being sought for 

general running costs to allow ASP to 

continue to work with people on the 

streets of Abingdon at night, 

alongside Thames Valley Police. 

It was recommended to the Town 

Council that a grant of £1,500 be 

awarded.  The committee noted 

the contribution to community 

safety which the charity provides. 

Churches in 

Abingdon 

To deliver Christmas Gift Bags to 

100 people who will be on their own 

this Christmas Day. The Bags have 

a variety of unisex gifts and are hand 

delivered to people’s door, and to 

have a few minutes of chat on the 

doorstep. 

It was recommended to the Town 

Council that a grant of £500 be 

awarded. 

 

The above grants were made in pursuance of the Council’s powers under the Local 
Government Act 1972, section 137. 

 

 

C32. Platinum Jubilee 
 

The notes of the Platinum Jubilee working group meetings of 16 September 2021 and 20 
October 2021 were noted. 

 

The committee considered a report from the Community Services and Events Officer 

regarding the procurement of event management services.  The report was noted. 

 

Officers were thanked for providing more information on budget costs for the planned 

celebration. 

 

 

C33. Platinum Jubilee Bandstand  
 

The committee considered a report from the Town Clerk.  

 

The matter was discussed further in the confidential section of the meeting. 

 

This item was discussed further in the confidential section of the meeting.  Please see 

the confidential appendix to these minutes. 

 

 

C34. Museum service update 
 

The committee considered a report from the Museum Manager.  The Museum Manager 
was thanked for the report and the work of staff at the museum. 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Item-9-Platinum-Jubilee-Update-Report-9.11.21-Community-Advisory-Committee.pdf
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The report included the Collections Development Policy, the Collections Care Policy and 

the Access Policy for the approval of the committee.  It was proposed by Cllr Foulsham, 

seconded by Cllr Fawcett and recommended to the Town Council that they be 

agreed. 

 

 

C35. Youth Council  
 

An update on the Abingdon Integrated Youth Support Project (AIYSP) from Abingdon 

DAMASCUS and The Abingdon Bridge (TAB) was presented under item 5.  In addition 

to this, the committee received and considered a report and recommendation from the 

Community Services and Events Officer LB.  It was proposed by Cllr Fawcett, 

seconded by Cllr Foulsham and recommended to the Town Council that the terms 

of reference for the AIYSP be amended to allow the agreed grant funds of £5,000 

to be made available to the steering group immediately. 

 

Rita Atkinson left the meeting at 8.16pm 

 

 

C36. Communications Review working group 
 

The notes of the Communications Review working group meeting of 2 November 2021 

were agreed.  It was proposed by Cllr Fawcett, seconded by Cllr Lonergan and 

recommended to the Town Council that the style guide be adopted. 

 

Councillors thanked the Community Services and Events Officer for her work on the style 

guide and for all her work on the Town Council’s communications. 

 

 

C37. Accessibility of events audit 
 

The committee noted the report from the Community Services and Events Officer.  

 

C38. 2022-23 Estimates 
 

The committee noted the report from the Deputy Town Clerk / RFO which set out the 

timetable for the forthcoming budget cycle.  Councillors were asked to highlight any areas 

to consider for the budget as soon as possible. 

 

Following the change to a new committee structure, the new standing committees have 

not received management accounts as normal.  The Town Council will continue to use 

the old committee structure for budgetary purposes until 1 April 2022.  Budget areas have 

been mapped onto new committees.  Once the new budget has been agreed, the old and 

new budget systems will run concurrently until the new system begins at the start of the 

new financial year. 

 

  The Museum Manager left the meeting at 8.22pm 

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Notes-Comms-Review-WG-2.11.21.pdf
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C39. Local Excellence Markets  
 

The proposed dates for Local Excellence Markets in 2022 were agreed. 

 

 

C40. Publicity  
 
 No items were raised. 

 

 

C41. Dates of future meetings  
 

 The dates for future meetings were noted. 

 

 

C42. Exclusion of the public, including the press 
 

 The Chair moved that in accordance with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions 

to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended by Section 100 of the Local Government Act 1972), 

the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting because of the confidential 

nature of the business to be transacted. 

 

 

C43. Confidential Actions Register 
 

The committee noted the progress on confidential resolved actions from previous 

meetings. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 8.49pm 


