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APPENDIX 3: REPORT OF THE ABINGDON MUSEUM 
FRIENDS 

 
 

1 Friends Continuing Support for the Museum. 

 

1.1 The link between AMF and the Museum management continues to develop a 

closer working relationship with the intention of streamlining future opportunities 

for fund raising with targeted objectives. This may be of help with any Museum 

plans for large scale projects or undertakings. 

 

1.2 The Museum is currently looking into an object that they would like funding for. The 

Museum Friends has £300-£600 on standby for this item if the museum decide to 

purchase it. 

 

 

2 Abingdon Museum Friends Committee Minutes 

 

2.1 Some of the below information may be outdated, as the last committee meeting 

was in September. 

 

Abingdon Museum Friends Committee Meeting 20/09/2021 – Minutes 

Present: Sue Stevens (Chair), Steven Purnell (Secretary), Peter Hallowell (Treasurer), Adrienne Compton-James 

The meeting started at 19:00. 

Apologies – Rosemary Barlow. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting & Matters Arising 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been duly circulated, were discussed by those present and approved.  
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Finance and Update on Membership 

Due to the time taken to open the Lloyds account the Treasurer will be paying membership cheques in as soon as 

possible. Once this has been done, he will provide an update on the accounts. 

£550 raised from Peter Clare’s funeral, when we use this money to purchase something for the  Museum, they will 

include a memorial to him with the object. 
 
The Secretary will hand deliver the new LLoyds account paperwork to the Abingdon branch tomorrow, there it will 

be sent by LLoyds Internal Mail system to ensure that it arrives this time. 

Meetings and Talks 

Trevor Rowley ‘The Landscape of the Bayeux’ at 7pm on Thursday 21st October at the Abingdon County Hall 

Museum. His fee will be £75, which the Treasurer should bring a cheque for on the night. On the evening we will be 

selling Wine from behind the café counter. The secretary stated that he had received a list of possible talks from a 

local speaker which may be of use for talks next year, the fees for all of these are £70. We will intend to hold future 

talks in the Museum Basement where possible and must ensure that we give the Museum plenty of notice for this. 

Fund Raising 

The Museum is looking at bringing together the funding for a full elevator by 2023. The Museum Manager is 

currently applying for approximately £900,000 worth of funding, towa rds the estimated cost of £1.2 million. The 

secretary has already handed over relevant papers from the last fundraising appeal which may be of use to the 

Museum, with respect to finding corporate partners/donors. 

The Treasurer stated that the Abingdon Museum Friends will be willing to hold money for fundraising as they did for 

the refurbishment appeal. 

The Secretary will ask the Museum Manager Daniel Sancisi if he can prepare a press release at the appropriate time 

to inform the Friends of the new fundraising campaign. 

AOB 

• Secretary has submitted a draft new web page for the Museum Friends to the Museum, this will replace the 

existing Abingdon Museum Friends page on the Town Council website. 

• Secretary will be setting up the Interactive for restricted internet access to Museum websites in the near 

future, this will increase the quality of the Interactive’s impact on visitors. 

• Environmental organisation ‘Abingdon Climate Emergency Response’ (ACER) will be using the basement 

and Kempster room as a headquarters from 25th September 2021. Therefore, we must give plenty of notice to 

the Museum for use of these facilities. 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next committee meeting will be 17 th January 2022. 

 

3 Talks/Other 

 

3.1 The Abingdon Museum Friends and Abingdon Museum hosted a very informative 

and interesting talk ‘The Landscapes of the Bayeux Tapestry’ by Trevor Rowley 

on the evening of Thursday 21st October in the Museum Basement. The Café area 

proved to be a good location for the talk, with its good quality projector and ample 
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room for 22 guests who thoroughly enjoyed the evening. It is hoped that the 

Museum Friends will be able to make use of the Basement in the future for further 

talks. 

 

Steven Purnell 
Secretary 

Abingdon Museum Friends 
02 November 2021 


