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Platinum Jubilee Working Group 

Wednesday 20 October 2021 

Draft notes of meeting 

 
 
Present: 
 

Cllr Samantha Bowring Chair 
Cllr Rawda Jehanli Vice-Chair 
Cllr Andy Foulsham 
Cllr Helen Pighills  

Cllr Lorraine Oates 
 
Louise Brown Community Services and Events Officer 
Nigel Warner Town Clerk 

Susan Whipp Deputy Town Clerk / RFO 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence  
 

Apologies were received from Cllr Cheryl Briggs. 

 

 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 

None. 

 

 

3. Notes of last meeting 
 

The notes of the meeting of the Platinum Jubilee Working Group on 16 September 2021 

were agreed. 

 

 

4. Actions taken since previous meeting 
 

The update on actions was noted. 
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5. Event planning and costings 
 

The working group considered a paper from the Community Services and Events Officer 

on event proposals and costings. 

 

 

Costings 

Costings outlined in the report were based on the net expenditure (taking into account 

income from ticket sales) for previous ‘Fun and Music in the Park’ events, as well as 

information provided by Andy Pickard, the festival organiser who attended the previous 

meeting. 

 

It was expected that the Platinum Jubilee event would attract sponsorship and the figures 

provided on page three of the report include a shortfall amount for the different options 

which it would be hoped would be covered from external funding. 

 

 

License 

The event has been proposed for Rye Farm meadow but the site does not have a 

premises license.  An alternative proposal was made for hosting an event based in Abbey 

Meadow, where there is a license.  If Councillors wanted to go ahead with an event at 

Rye Farm meadow the Vale of White Horse District Council could be approached to apply 

for a license as the site is owned by the district council.  It is expected that a license could 

be applied for and approved within 38 days. 

 

 

External support 

External support to officers to help with the organisation of the event was proposed.  The 

parameters of that external support and the working relationship with the Community 

Services and Events Officer would need to be clarified by officers.  The Community 

Services and Events Officer would organise the bun throwing and the Royal visit. 

 

It was agreed to approach local organisers to support the event planning and to 

ask Andy Pickard to advise on the areas he has expertise on.  An invitation to 

tender would be sent out by Monday 25 October 2021.  The proposal would include a 

general introduction to the planned celebration with the aims, objectives and indicative 

programme of events set out.  These aims and objectives were set out in a report to the 

Community Services Committee on 9 March 2021.   Expressions of interest would be 

requested by Monday 1 November 2021.  The Town Council’s procurement policy would 

need to be adhered to.   
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Insurance 

It would be useful to apply for government sponsored Covid insurance to cover for 

potential issues arising from this.  Officers would also explore options for event insurance. 

 

 

Location 

It was noted that Rye Farm meadow can flood and it may be prudent to retain the option 

of moving the event to Abbey Meadow if this happened. 

 

 

Event planning 

The working group agreed to hold a larger event at Rye Farm meadow with similar 

activities to Fun and Music in the Park.  Community groups could be invited to join in with 

the event, with the proposed staging made available for their performances in the days 

preceding the main celebration. 

 

Commercial activity could be included to help fund the event.  It was agreed that officers 

would send out a proposal to possible commercial participants and local groups  

 

 

Funding 

A budget of £70,000 was proposed for the event, in the expectation that sponsorship of 

up to £50,000 could be obtained.  This would need to be agreed by the Town Council.   

The budget for the current financial year is £5,000 for Platinum Jubilee planning and 

£14,651 for Fun and Music in the Park. 

 

Authorisation would be sought for the working group to use the funds available to begin 

booking items for the event. 

 

 

6. Next Steps  
 

No items raised beyond those agreed above. 

 

 

7. Date of next meeting 
 
TBC 


