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Work on our Neighbourhood Plan started last year with groups of socially distanced people undertaking a
detailed examination of their immediate neighbourhoods, looking at where they live through five lenses:
Planning, Landscape, Architecture, Culture and Engineering.  A series of late winter interactive virtual focus
groups allowed participants to share their own thoughts and ideas on a range of topics including Families, a
Greener Abingdon, Heritage, Business and the Town Centre Economy, Culture and Sports and Leisure. And
over the Easter holidays children from our local primary schools completed worksheets that enabled them
to contribute to the plan too. All this information was plotted on a map and informed the creation of a draft
issues, options and ideas report. 

A key suggestion of the report was for a trail that would better connect the town centre with the river, and
the possible role of the Upper Reaches site as a destination at the riverside end of the route in making this
happen.  An integrated approach could enhance recreational and cultural opportunities by creating a
riverside hub, comprising housing, workshops and performance spaces in a new riverside quarter.

Further ideas emerged from outreach sessions that were held over the summer including better provision of
cycle friendly routes into and around the town,  ‘lido-ising’ the open air swimming pool and repurposing the
multi-story car park as our travel becomes less private car focussed. All who took part noted the difficulties
of mixing pedestrian, cycle and motor traffic in the town centre, but no magic bullet to solve this perennial
problem has yet been identified!

The more of us that join in, the better the Neighbourhood Plan will be and the closer we’ll get to my own
aspiration for it, which is to make an even better Abingdon for generations yet to come, so please keep an
eye on the Town Council website or email neighbourhoodplan@abingdon.gov.uk to get involved. 

Simon Hills
Chair 
Abingdon Neighbourhood Plan steering group

Neighbourhood Plan
Abingdon’s Neighbourhood Plan is being prepared on behalf of all who
live and work in here. When finalised, it will set out a vision for our
town over the next ten to fifteen years building on peoples’ hopes and
everyday experiences. Importantly once we have agreed that it should
be adopted, at a local referendum probably in 2023, the local planning
authority (Vale of White Horse District Council) will have to take it into
account as it considers planning applications and associated matters
across Abingdon. 
Although the Neighbourhood Plan is an initiative of Abingdon-on-
Thames Town Council it is being put together by a steering group of
volunteers. This steering group is being assisted by Feria Urbanism, an
urban design and planning practice, with deep experience of supporting
the creation of neighbourhood plans in other towns like ours.

In parallel, over the summer, task groups have worked on issues
such as green spaces, neighbourhood identity, the town centre and
culture to provide further input. This will be reflected in a draft
report that will be open to public consultation after Christmas.
When finished the plan will set out a range of potential planning
policies, priorities and capital projects. These will have one aim -
to make our future town a great place for people of all ages to live
in and grow in a way that is environmentally sustainable, vibrant,
resilient, and safe.
You can view emerging themes and ideas on the on the Town
Council’s website. And do come along to the outreach event
planned for 20th to 22nd January in the Roysse Room of the
Guildhall to find out more and share your views. 



So why not take some time to explore this hidden gem
that can be accessed from St Helens Court behind
West St Helens Car Park or at Ock Meadow on the
Drayton Road where it can be linked in to longer walks
towards Drayton past the old mill and a short stretch
of the long since forgotten Wilts & Berks Canal.   

Please see the Town Council website for information
on other Town Council owned land to enjoy in
Abingdon, 

With several benches along the route it’s
a perfect location to escape for a
lunchtime recharge or to start the day
with a calmer commute to work. After all,
research shows that spending regular
time in woodland significantly improves
our health and mental wellbeing.

Hidden just a few footsteps away from
the hustle and bustle of the town centre is
the Ock Valley Walk. Under a woodland
canopy that follows the meandering
waters of the River Ock and Sandford
Brook this alternative route into town
offers a tranquil walk where, to name just
a few, Muntjac deer, foxes, carp and if
luck is on your side, even kingfishers can
be spotted. 

Ock Valley Walk



The Abbey Cinema supports local schools and charities and hosts many civic events and private functions,
as well as managing the Guildhall historic rooms for the council.  Getting married?  To book the Roysse
Room, Abbey Room or Council Chamber in 2022 and 2023, please contact enquiries@guildhall.ac. 

Happy December from the Abbey Cinema Team.

The Abbey Cinema is in festive mood and planning the best
Christmas ever with a great selection of newly released films
and the always sold-out It’s a Wonderful Life on Christmas
Eve.  Our lovely Christmas tree and Santa’s grotto will be lit
up on December 1st with mulled wine, spiced apple cider, hot
chocolate, gingerbread milkshakes and home-made popcorn.

If you haven’t visited Abingdon’s local cinema, the first in the
town for 30 years, you are warmly invited to drop in, meet the
team, and take a look at the luxurious seating, fully-licenced
bar and huge screen.  The cinema is located in the Abbey Hall,
just under the historic archway from the Market Place, on the
way to Waitrose and the Abbey Gardens.

The Abbey Cinema
ABBEY CINEMA www.theabbey.ac box office open 7 days, 9am until late

Abingdon Carousel

Joint Reception Area 
The ground floor of the Roysse Court Offices on Bridge Street
is now operating as a shared reception facility for the
Oxfordshire County Council Registration Office, the Visitor and
Community Information Centre and the Town Council
reception.

The opening hours for this shared reception area are 10am –
4pm Monday to Friday.

You can contact the Reception on 01235 522642.

Parents or carers of babies and very young children are all welcome at Abingdon
Carousel Family Centre on Caldecott Chase just off Caldecott Road. There are a
variety of drop in sessions open to all families plus courses and specialist support.
Drop in sessions are a chance to meet other parents and carers in a relaxed child
friendly setting and access advice and support if needed. 
Abingdon Carousel are delighted to be able to welcome families again but at
present numbers are limited to enable social distancing so please see the website
www.abingdoncarousel.org.uk or the Facebook page for information on booking a
place at a session.  

Abingdon Carousel are grateful for the on-going support from the town council. 

Please also see the website if you are interested in volunteering at sessions or behind the scenes as
Abingdon Carousel is a community project which depends on fantastic volunteers. 



Accessibility Audit 

Civil Parking 

Events include Fun and Music in the Park, Bun Throwing
ceremonies, Remembrance Day and Markets.

We would find it very helpful at this stage to receive any ideas
and suggestions you may have regarding accessibility for these
events to enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk or 01235 522642 for
consideration. This will help us with our way forward on this.  

The town council will be carrying out an Accessibility Audit on
all its events over the coming months and we would like your
opinions and views.

The town council are responsible, in some cases with commercial
or voluntary partners, for a number of events in the town

From 1st November 2021 the Abingdon Town Centre and
Withington Court Resident's Parking schemes are
operated by contractors on behalf of Oxfordshire County
Council with Abingdon Town Council no longer involved
in the schemes.

To contact Oxfordshire Parking direct please email;
parking@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Further information and a glove box guide can
also be found on the website.

Coronavirus (COVID-19) booster vaccine
Like some other vaccines, levels of protection may begin to wane over
time. You are encouraged to get a coronavirus (COVID-19) booster
vaccine which will help extend the protection you gained from your
first 2 doses and give you longer term protection.

www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-booster-dose-resources

For more information on the Covid-19 booster vaccine
and how to book yours see the website:

The booster will help to reduce the risk of you needing admission to
hospital due to COVID-19 infection this winter.







What's on....

After a difficult year, the Mayor of Abingdon, Cllr
Cheryl Briggs is excited to be hosting the Annual
over 70's Christmas Party this year on Friday 17th
December at the Hilton Garden Inn Hotel on
Marcham Road. 

If you are over 70 and an Abingdon resident why
not join us for some festive fun! There will be some
nibbles to enjoy, some good company, and even
some music to relax to (or get up and dance to!) 

To secure a ticket please call us on 01235 522642
or come into the Council Reception area on the
ground floor of the Roysse Court Offices on Bridge
Street.

November 27th & 28th,
December 4th, 11th & 28th

December 17th:

Come and support their many charities with a
donation, learn about Rotary, and purchase a
stocking filler to help combat deforestation.

The Rotary Club of Abingdon Vesper invites you
to remember your loved ones this December by
attaching ribbons in their memory to the special
Remembrance Tree at their stall on the Abingdon
Market Place on:


