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Abingdon County Hall Museum
Explore 6000 years of history in England’s oldest settlement 

Welcome to Abingdon Museum
Located in the historic centre of 
Abingdon, the County Hall - formerly 
the County Assize Courts of Berkshire 
- houses the town’s museum. Within 
you will find information, displays and 
interactives portraying the town’s 
extensive social history, as well as a 
locally discovered dinosaur  and other 
fossilised remains.
The Building
Completed in 1682 by Christopher 
Kempster, a colleague of Sir 
Christopher Wren, the County Hall 
stands as a landmark arcaded free-
standing classical civic hall. The hall 
has been used as the county assize 
court, a ballroom, market house, 
education centre and in 1920 was first 
opened to the public as a museum.
The Collection
First established in 1920 as a natural 
history collection, Abingdon’s 
town collection has grown into 
a comprehensive collection of 
artefacts, art and archaeology 
detailing much of the town’s 
extensive history. On display you will 
find Stone Age tools, Roman clothing, 
Saxon weapons and jewellery, 
Medieval masonry, civic silverware, all 
the way through to an MGB roadster, 
highlighting the diversity of the town’s 
history.

Covid-19 safety guidelines
Please do not attend the Museum if 
you have any symptoms of Covid. 
We respectfully ask all visitors to wear 
masks and maintain social distance 
during your visit for the safety of staff 
and visitors.

Things to do
The museum roof is a must-see 
during periods of good weather, 
as it provides a panoramic view 
of the town and South Oxfordshire 
countryside. Tickets are available for 
just £2 adults and £1 children (6-16 
yrs). If you have enjoyed your visit, and 
you’re looking for a souvenir, or simply 
want to enjoy shopping, the museum 
shop contains a huge variety of gifts, 
art, replicas and toys, many of which 
you won’t find ‘on the high street’.
In the basement we host popular craft 
activities led by our fantastic 'Crafting 
Crew' during holidays and during 
special events.

Abingdon County Hall Museum
Market Place, Abingdon, OX14 3HG

The Team
The museum team is available 10am-
4pm to answer your questions and 
help to make your visit enjoyable.
For information and booking enquiries, 
please contact the museum 
reception calling 01235 523703.

www.abingdonmuseum.com

Follow us on
The basement is 

wheelchair accessible 
via lift from outside the 

museum at street level.



ExhibitionExhibition

ABINGDONABINGDON
COUNTY HALLCOUNTY HALLMUSEUMMUSEUM

Location: Sessions Gallery, First floor of Museum
Admission: Free
Plan your visit: This gallery is located on the museum’s first floor up 37 steps and is 
not lift accessible.

ABINGDON COUNTY HALL MUSEUM  Market Place, 
Abingdon, OX14 3HG
01235 523703 abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.ukwww.abingdonmuseum.com

Follow us on

A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council

Sea
Dragons

& Giant 
Monsters of 

Abingdon

2nd July to
25th September

Over 150 million years ago Abingdon Over 150 million years ago Abingdon 
was in the middle of a shallow was in the middle of a shallow 
tropical sea full of ammonites, tropical sea full of ammonites, 
belemnites and other exotic sea belemnites and other exotic sea 
creatures. Among them swam creatures. Among them swam 
huge marine reptiles such as the huge marine reptiles such as the 
ichthyosaur and pliosaur, f ind out ichthyosaur and pliosaur, f ind out 

about them and about them and experience experience 
a giant sea monster in a giant sea monster in 
virtual reality 3D... virtual reality 3D... are the are the 
fossils on display from the biggest fossils on display from the biggest 
pliosaur ever discovered?pliosaur ever discovered?
Come and f ind out...Come and f ind out...
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Admission



1st October to 23rd December

Exhibition...Exhibition...
coming sooncoming soon

Kate
HammersleyHammersley 
Common Land
Recent drawings, film, objects and photographs about 
spending twelve moments in time in the English 
landscape. The artist follows red deer tracks in wheat 
fields during harvest time which were filmed on the 
farm she grew up on as well as documenting desire 
paths on common land including New Hinksey Meadow 
Oxford and Pipe Green, which is owned by the residents 
of a street. The exhibition features 360° drawings 
created using seven colours from the light spectrum in 
one hand and reflects on themes of permanence and 
displacement. The works were created during the artist’s 
convalescence from cancer treatment and feature a 
continuous line running through the landscape. 
Kate Hammersley is a member of the Royal Society of 
Sculptors and is supported by Arts Council England.



Events Events coming soon...coming soon...

October Half-Term

This October halfterm join our 
museum crafting crew with a fun 
craft sessions for kids! 

FOLLOW
US
ON

@abingdonmuseum

& explore
the Museum online

Seasonal crafts
KIDS’ CRAFT ACTIVITY

Wednesday  

26th October 2022

10.30am to 12.30pm & 1.30pm to 3.30pm

Drop-in Session, no need to book

Donations Welcome

Children can experiment with a range of techniques to 
create craft objects for fun and to develop making skills.

Our volunteer-run family activities are a great way to spend a bit of 
time learning a new skill. Enjoy being creative with a range of craft 
ideas, with many items available to take home when you have finished!



Abingdon MuseumAbingdon Museum
PresentsPresents

19421942
The next instalment of Gareth Howell The next instalment of Gareth Howell 
recounting the events of WW2 at the Amey recounting the events of WW2 at the Amey 
Theatre on 11th November 2022 doors open Theatre on 11th November 2022 doors open 
6.30pm -6.30pm -
to book you seats email:to book you seats email:
boxoffice@abingdon.org.ukboxoffice@abingdon.org.uk

Adults £10
Children £5



Abingdon MuseumAbingdon Museum
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Germany's fading Germany's fading 
chanceschances
(5(5thth December 1941 to 23 December 1941 to 23rdrd October 1942) October 1942)

www.abingdonmuseum.com

Friday 11th November 2021
Starts at 7.00pm (doors 6.30pm) at the Amey Theatre, Abingdon 

School, Park Road, Abingdon, OX14 1DE
Tickets: Adult £10  child £5

BBC Radio Nottingham’s history advisor Gareth Howell returns 
to recount the story of WW2 - Buy your ticket now!
The German army has been halted before Moscow, but Soviet losses 
have been appalling. The Italians have been humiliated in the desert, 
but Rommel has been teaching the British some harsh lessons. America 
is in the war, but not ready. The U-boats are attempting to starve the 
British into submission. The Germans chances of victory seem to be 
vanishing, can they yet taker their chance before it disappears forever? 
From the skies over Malta and the murky Atlantic, to the drive for 
Stalingrad and El Alamein the war will spread wider and wider. Can 
they be stopped?
This fourth talk in Abingdon Museum's Second World War series includes 
a handling exhibit by the acclaimed relic hunter Rick Stevens.



To see the full list of events as 
they are confirmed throughout 

the year, please visit 
www.abingdonmuseum.com

We look forward to welcoming 
you to our museum!

OPEN 10am-4pm 
Tuesday-Sunday

01235 523703
abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.uk

@abingdonmuseum

@abingdonmuseum

@abingdoncountyhallmuseum

A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council

Registered Charity No. 1137089

Discover 
how you can 
support your 
museum,
contact 
reception for 
details...

www.abingdonmuseum.com

ABINGDON COUNTY HALL MUSEUM  Market Place, 
Abingdon, OX14 3HG


