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Neighbourhood Plan update

www.abingdon-neighbourhood-plan.org

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group met with residents at the open
evening in March. We explained the background to the neighbourhood
plan, why it matters for the future of Abingdon and next steps to complete
it in time for a referendum.
The evening introduced preliminary suggestions made in three key areas -
Green Spaces, the Town Centre and the different Neighbourhoods - and
discussed the heart of our town, traffic problems, the rich built heritage
and the possibility of a recreational and cultural riverside hub on the river.
The team emphasised that the neighbourhood plan is for all the town, not
just the centre.
The steering group will work with the Vale of White Horse District Council
as it develops its Central Abingdon Regeneration Framework, identifying
options for improving buildings, land and transport routes and including
proposals for the Charter, Abbey House and the Upper Reaches Hotel.
Please contribute your thoughts and ideas using the form on the town
council’s website so that together we can improve the neighbourhood plan
and ensure that Abingdon is an even better place to live, work and visit
than it is now.

The Queen’s Green Canopy
The Queen’s Green Canopy is a unique tree planting
initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum
Jubilee in 2022 which invites people from across the
United Kingdom to “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee”.

Abingdon Town Council has embraced the scheme
with enthusiasm, not least because the Council was
already supporting tree planting around the town.
Planting has started and more sites are being
identified.

One of Abingdon
Town Council’s
Jubilee Trees at
Caldecott Rec.
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Abingdon Green Forum
The Green Forum was formed as part of the Town Council's pledge to
take positive action to counter climate change. Its purpose is to promote
and initiate changes that will help towards carbon neutrality within the
town, reduce waste, promote the general well-being of our residents, and
improve local biodiversity, i.e. trees, plants, and wildlife.

The Green Forum Steering Group is a collaboration of local voluntary
groups including Carbon Cutters and One Planet Abingdon/Climate
Emergency Centre, which are active in trying to improve the town's
environment. We all need to do more to reduce the effects of the climate
and ecological emergencies and time is running out.

Information about what is happening is circulated on Social Media and
via this website:

https://oneplanetabingdon.org/green-forum/

The Green Forum invites views and ideas from all Abingdon residents
and these will be included as part of the Neighbourhood Plan.

There is a theme each quarter, with events and meetings concentrating
on a particular topic. We started with Active Travel and Sustainable
Transport, which culminated in a market stall on 26 March 2022. This
was well attended by local people who shared their views on school
streets, and bus routes and shared suggestions for improvements to
walking & cycle routes.

The winners of our school competition to design a Hi-Viz backpack
cover for promoting cycling were announced at the event alongside
information on car sharing and car clubs.

Biodiversity is the second theme for the next quarter of 2022: this will
take place on the 2 June 2022, as part of the town's Platinum Jubilee
celebrations. There will be a stall for the promotion of local clubs and
societies.

We have invited George McGavin, the TV presenter and expert on
insects, to the event, who will be conducting guided walks to the
wildflower meadow. We will also be celebrating local tree planting.

Please look out for further updates on the town council website and via
social media.
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A note from the outgoing Mayor,
Cllr Cheryl Briggs:

I have enjoyed being Mayor of
Abingdon for the last year. It
has been a privilege to
represent the town.

It hasn’t been the usual Mayoral
year because of the impact of
the pandemic. Events have been
reduced and limited in the
capacity of the people involved.
I hope the next Mayor’s year will
be busier and back to normal.

It has been a great pleasure to
be involved in my two charities.
DAMASCUS does outreach work
with disenfranchised young
people who do not usually have
interactions with
other organisations.

I have seen the positive impact
it has had on these young
people.

My other charity is Yellow Submarine, which works with young people
with learning difficulties, including autism. They work with young
people in community settings to build their social skills, confidence,
independence, and ultimately their employability, thus empowering
them.

I have supported inclusion and environmental issues in Abingdon. I am
proud to be the first Green Party Mayor and the first LGBTQ+ Mayor in
Abingdon.

I have listened to young LGBTQ+ people in Abingdon and the feedback
has been positive, so I have hopefully been a positive role model. I have
been involved in Abingdon environmental groups and will continue to do
so in the future.

Thank you for a great year, says
the Mayor

Deputy Mayor Cllr. Andy Foulsham
and outgoing Mayor Cheryl Briggs.



Friends of Abingdon Civic Society
The Friends of Abingdon have organised, with local societies
and individuals, a series of guided walks which will take place on Friday
3 June. There will be the opportunity to join informative guides from
local groups such as the Abingdon Area Archaeology and History
Society, the Naturalist's Society, the Friends of Abingdon and One Planet
Abingdon, looking at different aspects of the town.
There will also be self-guided walks available, including a new 'Royal
Associations' walk which will give you the opportunity, at your leisure, to
explore some of the fascinating history of Abingdon’s royal connections.

Walks will start from our stall at Rye Farm Meadow – guided walks at
10.30am and 2.30pm (book in from 10am on the day), self-guided walks
at any time.

More information will be available on the Friends of Abingdon website:
abingdoncivicsociety.org.uk/welcome/meetings-events/
and also the Abingdon Town Council website:
www.abingdon.gov.uk/news/platinum-jubilee-2022
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This year’s ATOM Festival is joining forces with the Platinum Jubilee
celebrations at Rye Farm Meadow. Kicking off with a Jubilee special lecture
at the Unicorn Theatre on Wednesday 1 June, Abingdon’s Professor Frank
Close will review how 70 years of the Queen’s reign have seen significant
changes in science, many involving local science institutions. The Family
Science Fair will take place on Friday 3 June from 11am to 3pm, bringing
hands-on science activities, experiments and fun for all ages.

Other events in June include a look at the life and times of Lonesome
George, the last Galapagos Giant Tortoise, an introduction to spectrometry
and a look at nano-technology, science comedian Dr Sam Gregson back to
entertain family audiences with his ‘Hunting the Higgs’ event, and we have
hedgehogs. There’s free hands-on science in the Market Place on Saturday
11 June and at the Amey Theatre with Dr Helen Czerski on Friday 17 June.

Find out more at www.atomfestival.org.uk or social media
@ATOMScifest and think about an ATOM Festival Pass which gives access
to most events for just £25 for adults and £12.50 for under-16s.

ATOM Festival
joins the Jubilee!








