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ABINGDON
COUNTY HALLMUSEUM

A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council

www.abingdonmuseum.com



Abingdon County Hall Museum
Explore 6000 years of history in England’s oldest settlement 

Welcome to Abingdon Museum
Located in the historic centre of 
Abingdon, the County Hall - formerly 
the County Assize Courts of Berkshire 
- houses the town’s museum. Within 
you will find information, displays and 
interactives portraying the town’s 
extensive social history, as well as a 
locally discovered dinosaur  and other 
fossilised remains.
The Building
Completed in 1682 by Christopher 
Kempster, a colleague of Sir 
Christopher Wren, the County Hall 
stands as a landmark arcaded free-
standing classical civic hall. The hall 
has been used as the county assize 
court, a ballroom, market house, 
education centre and in 1920 was first 
opened to the public as a museum.
The Collection
First established in 1920 as a natural 
history collection, Abingdon’s 
town collection has grown into 
a comprehensive collection of 
artefacts, art and archaeology 
detailing much of the town’s 
extensive history. On display you will 
find Stone Age tools, Roman clothing, 
Saxon weapons and jewellery, 
Medieval masonry, civic silverware, all 
the way through to an MGB roadster, 
highlighting the diversity of the town’s 
history.

Covid-19 safety guidelines
Please do not attend the Museum if 
you have any symptoms of Covid. 
We respectfully ask all visitors to wear 
masks and maintain social distance 
during your visit for the safety of staff 
and visitors.

Things to do
The museum roof is a must-see 
during periods of good weather, 
as it provides a panoramic view 
of the town and South Oxfordshire 
countryside. Tickets are available for 
just £2 adults and £1 children (6-16 
yrs). If you have enjoyed your visit, and 
you’re looking for a souvenir, or simply 
want to enjoy shopping, the museum 
shop contains a huge variety of gifts, 
art, replicas and toys, many of which 
you won’t find ‘on the high street’.
In the basement we host popular craft 
activities led by our fantastic 'Crafting 
Crew' during holidays and during 
special events.

Abingdon County Hall Museum
Market Place, Abingdon, OX14 3HG

The Team
The museum team is available 10am-
4pm to answer your questions and 
help to make your visit enjoyable.
For information and booking enquiries, 
please contact the museum 
reception calling 01235 523703.

www.abingdonmuseum.com

Follow us on
The basement is 

wheelchair accessible 
via lift from outside the 

museum at street level.

PlanesPlanes
TrainsTrains
& Auto& Auto

mobilesmobiles

ABINGDON COUNTY HALL MUSEUM  Market Place, 
Abingdon, OX14 3HG
01235 523703 abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.ukwww.abingdonmuseum.com
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7 January to7 January to
26 March 202326 March 2023

MG, GWR & RAF AbingdonMG, GWR & RAF Abingdon

The exhibition will cover the connections between Abingdon and each of these 
modes of transport, and the impact they had on the town and its people. 
It will explore how Abingdon reacted to the coming of the railways in the 19th 
century, and how the GWR branch line was built. It will tell stories from the MG 
works and the adventures of Abingdon-built cars in America. And it will look at 
the vital role played by RAF Abingdon, particularly in World War 2. 



Abingdon 
Abingdon Museum 

Museum Crafting 
Crafting CrewCrew

Our volunteer-run family activities are a great way to spend a bit 
of time learning a new skill. Enjoy being creative with a range of 
craft ideas, with many items available to take home when you 

have finished!

Drop in session, booking not required.
FREE entry (suggested donation £1 per child).

Location: Museum Basement (this floor is accessible by stairway or lift).

10.30am to 12:30 & 1.30pm to 3.30pm

Join Join us us forfor  thethe  
MuseumMuseum Crafting Crew  Crafting Crew 
Session...Session...

17 February17 February
FridayFriday

Birds of a Birds of a 
FeatherFeather

 Come and create 3D models of birds and Come and create 3D models of birds and 
using a range of materials to make a fun using a range of materials to make a fun 

collage of penguins. collage of penguins. 

Events Events coming soon...coming soon...

FOLLOW
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@abingdonmuseum

& explore
the Museum online

Great Western Great Western 

RailwayRailway

by Ivan Cadge

Saturday 28Saturday 28thth January January

Ivan Cadge is a local historian and railway enthusiast who has 
spent many years researching the Abingdon Branch Line and 
Station, and is working to preserve its history and make it known 
to a wider audience.

Saturday 11Saturday 11thth February February
FREE TALKSFREE TALKS  

RAF ABINGDONRAF ABINGDON
10 OT U10 OT U

by Pat Minns

Time: 11amTime: 11am

Pat Minns grew up next to RAF Abingdon complex. His keen 
interest in the history of the airbase and documentation of 
aircraft sorties and missions is the subject for his talk.

Duration: between 30 & 60 minutes
Location: Sessions Gallery (First Floor)

No need to book

 Abingdon Branch Abingdon Branch



Exhibitions...Exhibitions...
coming sooncoming soon Sessions GallerySessions Gallery Attic  GalleryAttic  Gallery

A quilting exhibition inspired by the alphabet in 
its many forms. Quilters from three local groups 
have risen to the creative challenge of interpreting 
alphabets and letters using many techniques.  
These range from depicting a single modern 
letter, medieval forms on silk to whole alphabets 
in books and quilts and a tactile version devised 
for blind children. There is a joint project of an 
Abingdon Alphabet portraying the history, people 
and places of our town.  There are demonstrations 
and workshops.  We regret that the exhibition is on 
the first floor and does not have disabled access. 

1st April to 25 June

Alphabet 
Quilts

Three Artists Three Artists 
seriesseries

Over three months local 
artists present work in the 

attic gallery showcase

1st to 30th April

Tom Crask

St Helen’s Church by Linda Druce.  Moon Tower by Tom Crask



To see the full list of events as 
they are confirmed throughout 

the year, please visit 
www.abingdonmuseum.com

We look forward to welcoming 
you to our museum!

OPEN 10am-4pm 
Tuesday-Sunday

01235 523703
abingdon.museum@abingdon.gov.uk

@abingdonmuseum

@abingdonmuseum

@abingdoncountyhallmuseum

A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council

Registered Charity No. 1137089

Discover 
how you can 
support your 
museum,
contact 
reception for 
details...

www.abingdonmuseum.com

ABINGDON COUNTY HALL MUSEUM  Market Place, 
Abingdon, OX14 3HG

QUIET TIME
at the Museum

Every Sunday 
From 3pm to 3:45pm

More info at


