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1. Purpose of the Report 

 
1.1 To inform members of the committee on letters received from schoolchildren in 

south Abingdon which raised a number of issues following a geography trip. 
 
 

2.  Summary  
 
2.1 The children of Caldecott Primary School undertook a field trip on their local 

area and, following this, sent a number of letters to the town council 
highlighting issues they had identified.  

 
 

3. Action required 
 
3.1 The committee is asked to consider the information provided and to respond to 

the concerns raised. 
3.2 These concerns may need to be referred to other authorities. 
 
 

4.  Link to strategic plan and objectives  
 

4.1 The concerns link with the following town council objectives: 
 

1. To respond effectively and speedily to the climate emergency. 
2. To develop a resilient, sustainable town which will provide a home for 

residents now and in the future. 
4. To work with community partners to support those who are vulnerable and 

in need and to create opportunities to increase social inclusivity. 
 
 
5.  Background  

 
5.1 Following a field trip around their area in June 2023, the children of Caldecott 

Primary School wrote to the town council.  27 letters were received which 
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raised a number of issues in their local area and offered suggestions for 
making the area safer for everyone. 

5.2 The letters were hand-written and unfortunately could not be copied and 
shared with councillors.  The concerns raised are summarised below under a 
series of themes.  Most of the issues raised are not the responsibility of the 
town council so the committee may wish to consider how they can be 
addressed by other authorities. 

 
5.3 Roads 

 
- Road safety is a key issue: in Britain every month 1,200 children are injured 

in traffic collisions within 500m of schools. 
-  Many roads, such as Caldecott Road and Drayton Road, are very busy.  On 

Drayton Road, 210 cars were counted in 5 minutes. 
- There are many potholes on Caldecott Road, which can affect cars, cyclists 

and children, including those using scooters.  The possibility of cyclists 
having accidents as a result was mentioned in many of the letters.  Filling in 
potholes will make the roads safer for cyclists in particular. 

- A speed limit of 20mph was proposed for the area around the school. 
- One person asked that cars are stopped from using small roads to make 

the town safer. 
- More zebra crossings were requested to stop people getting hurt. 

 
5.4 Cycle paths 

 
-  There are no cycle paths around Caldecott Road. This means that cyclists 

ride on the road which is dangerous because they are more likely to end up 
in an accident. 

- The lack of cycle paths means that more people drive, including parents 
taking children to school.  It also adds to the pollution. 

- More cycle paths are needed to provide safer routes than on the main 
roads. 

- More cycle parking is needed in the town centre. 
 
5.5 Pollution 

 
-  Many drivers leave their cars idling, which increases pollution, especially 

around the school. 
- Children have smaller airways and increased pollution can lead to asthma 

and pneumonia.  Pollution may even lead to cancer.  Children are also 
nearer to the exhaust fumes. 

 
5.4 Car parking 

 
-  Cars parked inconsiderately stops people from getting past in cars or on 

pavements. 
- There are too many cars parked near to the school, especially around drop 

off and pick up times. 
- One suggestion was for paid car parking areas around Caldecott School to 

discourage driving. 
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- Double yellow lines were requested near the school to reduce parking. 
- More car parking outside of the town centre may discourage people from 

driving into the town centre. 
 
5.4 Paths 

 
- Wider, smoother paths were requested to make walking easier. 
-  The council was asked to cut back overgrown bushes which get in the way 

of some paths. 
 
 

6.  Key information and options  
 
6.1 The committee is asked to consider how to respond. 
 
 

7.  Climate change/green implications  
 

7.1 Traffic and transport are major issues affecting the environment and the 
wellbeing of residents.  The issues raised are core issues as far as the town 
council’s aims and objectives are concerned. 

 
 

8.  Financial/budget implications  
 
8.1 The issues raised are the responsibility of other authorities but the town 

council can act as an advocate for the young people who have raised these 
important issues. 

 
 

9.  HR implications  
 
9.1 None 
 
 

10.  Supporting papers and appendices 
 
10.1 The original letters will be shared with the Chair of the committee as it has not 

been possible to copy them. 


