Report from the Environment and Amenities Committee
2022-23 for the annual parish meeting
2 March 2023

Committee Purpose

Strategic: to define and oversee projects, programmes and services which address the
Council’s objective “Respond effectively and Speedily to the Climate Emergency”, as agreed at
Council on 20th March 2019.

Operational: to agree performance standards for identified functions and periodically review
process efficiency and operational performance against those standards. Oversee all Amenities
and Recreation matters falling within the purview of Abingdon-On-Thames Town Council;

This remit focuses on:

Adverse weather arrangements;

Allotments;

Abingdon in Bloom;

Cemeteries - burials and maintenance;

Closed Churchyards;

Fisheries;

Maintenance of trees on Town Council land and working towards increasing tree
cover;

Recreation areas, play areas, the town’s open spaces, amenity land and sports
pitches;

Roysse Court garden;

War memorial,

Keeping the town tidy through grounds maintenance, litter picking and general
management on areas which are the responsibility of the Town Council and
where there is an agency agreement with another authority to provide such
services;

I. The Council’s Works Depot, transport, plant and equipment; m. Development and
delivery of a biodiversity strategy; n. working with other landowners and
organisations to achieve the Town Council’s strategic objectives.
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We have focused on the highlighted areas above in addition to some other initiatives that
formed part of a joint committee remit. The report below reflects and illustrates what has been
achieved this past year.

Report Summary

Cemeteries - burials and maintenance

The cemetery working group have now responded to a comprehensive report that was
submitted by CDS. The report outlined some potential new cemetery sites and also assessed
the remaining capacity at the current site in Spring Road. It has been agreed that CDS will be
commissioned for further work to assess these sites comprehensively, in terms of cost, ease of
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purchase, land coverage, drainage and ability to be transformed for cemetery purposes, to
future proof and reflect inclusive and specific needs for residents in Abingdon. There will also be
further discussions relating to the use of a potential site if purchased, leading up to when the
future provision will commence. Suggestions have included further allotment provision and a
potential market garden opportunity.

The new cemetery fees have been revised and published.

Keeping the town tidy through grounds maintenance, litter picking and
general management on areas which are the responsibility of the Town
Council and where there is an agency agreement with another authority to
provide such services

The Outdoor Services Team (OST) have been exceptionally bust this year, please see below
from a recent report:

Maintaining the towns flower bed, tub and planter displays. - Leaf removal from pathways,
play surfaces memorial gardens and formal gardens. Regular inspection, litter picks and
maintenance of play parks and council land. Play Park/equipment rectifications following
ROSPA report. Installation of bespoke memorial bench on Ock Street.12 interments in the
Cemetery in the last month. Clearance of overgrown area in St Helens Churchyard.
Turfing the last years graves where saving the original turf hasn’t been possible.
Clearance of land at West End allotments to facilitate new starter plots. Some tree works
in various locations. Removing Market Place Christmas lights and poppies from The
Square. Removal of gum from the Market Place and other Town Council owned paved
areas. Installing additional pigeon deterrent spikes in under croft County Hall. Some of the
team have attended a one-day emergency first aid course.

Please also see the attached photographs (at the end of this report) illustrating some of the
work entailed. We would like to thank Tim Badcock and his team again for their continued work
in all weathers supporting the upkeep and resilience of the town.

Maintenance of trees on Town Council land and working towards increasing
tree cover

Rewilding projects continue to progress with the OST. This year’s tree survey has been
commissioned and will commence shortly. Abingdon Carbon Cutters (ACC) and Oxfordshire
County Council (OCC), have progressed with tree planting and we hope to enhance this with
the cultivation of the community woodland site and other related projects going forward.

Community Woodland

Once the written legal agreement from the leaseholder has been received, the work will
commence. Lucille Saville has trees ready to be planted. The community woodland will
showcase a wild meadow, tree and hedge planting, a shared vegetable growing patch, and a
pond.

Many thanks in particular to Lucille Saville and John Killick for their vigilance and commitment to
revising the plan for the agreed area. We will be asking members to consider and propose a
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name for the said community woodland. A link to the forthcoming coronation this year has
already been put forward as an option.

Playground areas

The OST have been upgrading our play areas in Abingdon. The latest additions include the new
play area in Boxhill Park and the outdoor gym in Caldecott Recreational Ground. A new priority
list with improvements and upgrading has been agreed via the working party. The plans for this
year include the installation of self-closing gates at all the appropriate park areas, alongside a
major project which will be revised each year. This year's major project will be the development
of a younger persons play area within Caldecott Recreational Ground. Funding has been
secured for this within the budget for this year. We would like to thank Tim Badcock and his
team for their ongoing commitment to improving our play areas, making them safe and above
all, areas for all to unwind, relax, enjoy and socialise in, whilst promoting well-being for all.

Climate Emergency

The CEE Bill was officially adopted by the town council in line with other town and parish
councils, and in support of our local MP. Following on from here:

Many thanks to Michelle Charlesworth and her team for the ongoing commitment to of the
Climate Emergency Centre (CEC, One Planet Abingdon) and a focal point for the town and link
to the town council.

The Green Forum

This was set up to promote and initiate changes which will help towards carbon
neutrality within the town, reduce waste, promote the general well-being of our residents, and
improve its biodiversity.

The Steering Group includes representatives from the CEC, Abingdon Carbon Cultters,
Abingdon Liveable Streets, and others.

The four themes were actioned this year. Please see below from recent update by the Green
Forum:

Active Travel: strong existing and continuing ALS group; market stalls and on-line survey
provided feedback; schools competition for Hi-Viz logo; new cycling & walking
map. We have access to the confidence cycling sessions which are free via an
OCC initiative.

Biodiversity:  successful stall at Jubilee celebration; plant swap; tour of Albert Park. Link to
ATC Biodiversity Plan.

Reducing consumption and plastic waste and pollution: market stalls, zero-waste coffee;
beeswax wraps. Successful clothes exchange events for adults and young
people.

Home Energy: market stalls; model house showing where improvements can be made; on-
line survey provided useful feedback; ongoing stalls in other venues e.g.
library.



Four themes will be actioned this year. The first quarter focussing on to food and healthy eating
initiatives. The CEC has successfully hosted taster plate sessions during January which been
very successful.

Going forward

We will work closely with the community services committee to agree a proposal for significantly
reducing the availability and use of single use plastics, and also a forward thinking food and
waste policy which will both be considered at the next meeting in June 2023.

Biodiversity

The Biodiversity plan for Abingdon is now in place with the four priorities for this year outlined
and agreed by the committee below:

1. Form a five year plan

2. Devise a simple biodiversity map of Abingdon for residents and develop biodiversity
walks

3. Continue with the biodiversity competitions

4. Promote active travel

A schools’ biodiversity competition was launched and the entrees are currently being judged.
The winners will be announced shortly with prize giving to be part of the Mayor Making event in
May 2023. John Killick's input in judging this has been fundamental and ultimately objective.
Our thanks and acknowledgement goes out to John for all his contributions to the remit of this
committee and the town as an expert in ecology and biodiversity.

Abingdon Active Travel Map

This project has been led by Nadine Matough from Sustrans, and has progressed from the
steering group, with input from various user groups and stakeholders. The project is in its final
stages now requiring only minor changes in formatting and general editing. The map will be
accessible as a downloaded pdf via a new tab on the town council website. Printed sustainable
copies will also be produced and be made available at various venues including the library,
information centre, bike shops and also to be part of the proposed welcome packs for residents
in the new development sites.

Youth Council/Forum

There is a strong link from this committee to the Youth Council/Forum. There have already
been some youth events during this past year, that have been funded by the town council,
relating to the theme of clothes exchange and a biodiversity, lead by young people from some
local schools. We have encouraged input from younger residents of Abingdon to the committee
to inform us as to what would make a difference and positive impact on young people’s lives in
Abingdon. A representative of the Forum attended one of our recent meetings and presented
the case for installing solar lights into some of the parks in Abingdon. This is intended to
improve visibility and reduce anxiety. It is hoped that greater visibility will promote safety and
help younger residents feel less vulnerable, particularly during the darker months of the year.
This suggestion is being explored by the OST. The committee will report back with a considered
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and constructive report to the next scheduled meeting in June. We welcome further input from
the forum going forward.

Overall (net) budget and predicted expenditure for this year: £181,730

This will include an increase in expenditure on green related initiatives and events, and extra
funding for the upgrade and maintenance of the play areas, with reference to the new plans for
Caldecott Recreational Ground, for younger residents, alongside the already installed adult
fitness equipment.

We continue to acknowledge the committed work that our members, communities, charities and

council staff have contributed throughout the year, in line with the remit of the committee and
making a difference to the town.

Clir Gabby Barody
Chair, Environment and Amenities Committee

Photos from the work of the Outdoor Services Team

Allotment clearance







Bubble gum removal
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Play park repairs




Tree tidying
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