


Abingdon Mayor’s Update

3

Councillor Gabby Barody reports on her activities

I want to share a little about my 
journey since becoming Mayor three 
and a half  months ago.

It has been a whirlwind of  activity for me, 
the Deputy Mayor, and past Mayors.  As 
a group, we share some of  the duties and 
engagements.  

We have had the honour of  meeting so many 
wonderful groups and organisations here in 
Abingdon - who knew there were so many?  

Each event, from the formal dignitary 
functions within the county to the more 
intimate gatherings, has been deeply inspiring, 
moving, and a true joy to be a part of.  

Some moments that stand out include the 
Mayor of  Ock Street election celebrations, 
the Passion Play in the park, attending 
Calendar Girls at the Unicorn Theatre, 
opening the remembrance garden at Stowford 
House residential home, judging the best of  
Abingdon’s allotments, and recording a news 
item for DAWN (Didcot, Abingdon, and 
Wantage Talking Newspaper).

As we transition into autumn, we eagerly 
anticipate the events to come. 

The Heritage Weekend (which will have 
happened by the time you read this), the 
Michaelmas Fair and Remembrance Sunday 
are just a few of  the highlights to look 
forward to. 

 

Please refer to the Town Council website and 
social media sites for further information and 
updates.

Please take care as we move into the cooler 
season, and I hope to see you around town or 
at one of  these events soon.

Cllr Gabby Barody, 
Mayor of  Abingdon.

Election of  the Mayor of  Ock Street

Opening the remembrance garden at  
Stowford House residential home
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Front page photo of  the Market Place.  Photo by Catherine Mascord
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ExhibitionExhibition
Coming soon...Coming soon...

Friday Friday 88th th November 2024November 2024
at 7pm, at 7pm, the Old Magistrates’ Courtthe Old Magistrates’ Court

WW2 Talk Series by History AdvisorWW2 Talk Series by History Advisor

Gareth HowellGareth Howell

BOOKING ESSENTIALBOOKING ESSENTIAL

Tickets: Tickets: 
£10 Adults £10 Adults 
£8 Children£8 Children
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MUSEUMMUSEUM
at NIGHTat NIGHT

FridayFriday  1818thth October October
7pm to 9pm7pm to 9pm

W�sh W�sh 
�ou �ere �ou �ere 
�ere...�ere...

Free AdmissionFree Admission

Experience the Museum Experience the Museum 
in the evening with music in the evening with music 
performances organised performances organised 
by One Planet Abingdon.by One Planet Abingdon.

Visit the Museum’s website for more information about exhibitions and events at 

www.abingdonmuseum.com A service provided by 
Abingdon Town Council@abingdonmuseum

Follow us on

The changing face of The changing face of 
Abingdon’s town centre, Abingdon’s town centre, 

from the late 1800’s from the late 1800’s 
to recent past through to recent past through 
postcards that give us postcards that give us 
a glimpse of life past a glimpse of life past 
and forgotten voices…and forgotten voices…

55thth Oct to Oct to
2222ndnd Dec Dec
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Abingdon Town Council Community Grants
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What the Town Council supported in 2023-24Supporting a wide range of  community activity

The Town Council makes large 
annual grants to groups like The 
Citizen’s Advice Bureau, Abingdon 
Carousel Family Centre and The 
Abingdon Bridge

The Council also awards smaller grants to 
local community groups and we ask the 
recipients to tell us how they used the money.  

Last year, we gave £30,000 to a range of  
groups, some of  which are outlined below.

Abingdon Joint Schools Carnegie 
Group received a grant of  £450 to help 
fund a reading event for year 7 and 8 students 
in Abingdon schools.  The money was 
used for book tokens and books for our 
Quiz and Forum prizes, souvenir pens for 
all participants, and refreshments for the 
Welcome Tea.

The Town Council gave Abingdon Street 
Pastors £2,000 to support their work in the 
town centre working to keep people safe, 
including training and admin costs: ‘To help 
just one person per shift is worthwhile. And 
so many people have got to know the pastors 
and are pleased to see them when they are 
out on the street…Abingdon Street Pastors 
cannot continue to function if  we do not 
continue to receive funding from those public 
organisations that sought its inception back 
in 2011.’

Abingdon Church Twinning Group 
was given £300 to help fund a visit from 
Abingdon’s twin town of  Shongau in 

Germany in April 2024.  One visitor was in 
a wheelchair and the funding helped with the 
cost of  a Mobility Taxi from Heathrow to 
Abingdon.  Other costs the grant supported 
included a welcome tea, event refreshments, 
lunch and a farewell buffet:  ‘Many thanks 
once again for awarding us the £300 grant, 
and helping us to organise a very successful 
visit, strengthening the ties with our friends in 
Shongau!’

Home-Start Southern Oxfordshire 
was awarded £2,000 by the town council 
to continue supporting families in 
Abingdon who have young children and are 
experiencing difficulties.  The charity has 
supported 12 families in Abingdon in the past 
year.  These home visits by volunteers helped 
people supported to feel less isolated, to cope 
better with parenting in the earliest years, to 
better support their children’s learning and 
development and to have improved mental 
wellbeing.

Clean Slate provide long-term emotional 
support for male and female survivors of  
abuse in the UK,  and wider Oxfordshire.  

The charity was given a grant of  £500 to 
support its work in Abingdon.

Abingdon Town Council provides a regular 
grant to Be Free Young Carers, a charity 
which supports young carers by offering 
activities, trips, counselling and emotional 
support.  The charity has 95 young carers 
registered in Abingdon and 43 young carers 
attending schools in Abingdon.  Fundraising 
Co-ordinator Hannah Waugh said: ‘Your 
support has made a huge difference in the 
lives of  Oxfordshire’s Young Carers’.

The Town Council awarded a grant of  £1,000 
to Oxfordshire Play Association support 

a play and activity day in South Abingdon 
on 6th July 2024.  The event has been held 
for a number of  years and the town council 
has been a regular supporter.  Some of  the 
comments received:

-  ‘It was brilliant despite the rain!! Thanks so 
much.’

-  ‘It was great the kids enjoyed it.’

-  ‘Had a great time many thanks for putting 
this on the kids loved it.’

-  ‘Brilliant activities and all FREE, such a 
lovely afternoon, thank you.’

-  ‘Thank you to everyone involved for a 
brilliant, fun filled day!’

-  ‘Thank you - my grandchildren thoroughly 
enjoyed the day despite the wet start. 
Recommend to everyone.’

The Town Council gave £500 towards the 
renovation of  the Early Years outdoor space 
at Thomas Reade School.  They said: ‘A 
school working party gave up their Saturday 
to lift all the slabs and clear the bushes and 
old turf  and artificial base. We then had all 
the paving slabs replaced with a wet pour and 
a trim trail with artificial grass installed. The 
outdoor trim trail and resurfacing has been a 
fantastic addition to the space and has really 
transformed the outdoor learning provision.’

The Town Council offers community grants 
each year and details of  how to apply can be 
found by searching on our website at  
www.abingdon.gov.uk.



Welcome to One Planet Abingdon 
Climate Emergency Centre; we have been 
in the museum basement in the town 
centre for almost three years. 

We exist because we live in a climate emergency. 
Our goal is to create a network of  knowledge, 
generosity and resources for action. OPA youth is a 
smaller faction within, but just as important. 

We are young people, passionate about the 
environment, working together to create 
meaningful change in our community. 

Recently, we were given the opportunity to speak to 
the Abingdon Town Council. 

Having our voices heard by the people in charge was an important moment. 

Many young people don’t even know what council meetings are, and feel disinterested in 
current politics. We can educate and inspire each other, and try to create a larger impact with 
the local council, making sure everyone is represented. 

Sundays at OPA are for young people, to find their passion, whatever it may be. Art, writing, 
leadership or cooking, you are given the responsibility to take charge over what you want to 
do, which is a rarity, regardless of  your experience. 

To grow, we would love new members, with something to share, or with hope to learn. The 
lives and knowledge of  other volunteers is invaluable, creating compassion for all people 
without judgement. 

We have many ambitions for the future and strive for longevity for us and the 
sustainability of  Abingdon. 

Today, the world can be scary - to deal with climate anxiety, and the prospect of  something 
new, meeting new people - but everything worthwhile is scary. 

We are welcoming you to come down, and find out about our mission, so we can learn about 
you too. We will be holding a Youth Cultural lunch, as well as our regular events of  Junior 
Chess and crafts. 

Check out details on our website. https://oneplanetabingdon.org/ 

Ava Hall (18 years old)

Abingdon & District Volunteer Service
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One Planet Abingdon

The Abingdon & District Volunteer Centre started in November 1973.  The very first 
request for driving assistance was made on 20 November 1973.

They offer fixed charges for drives based on where the client lives and where they are going.  
Charges are set at a level, which cover overheads, and they are reviewed annually.  These 
charges are far lower than taxi fares and clients have the added peace of  mind knowing the 
driver will be waiting to take them home after their appointment. 

The field of  operation has widened in recent times due to both NHS funded appointments in 
private facilities and also the building of  many housing estates in local villages.  

They now take clients 
from as far afield as 
Longworth and Kingston 
Bagpuize to appointments 
in Banbury, Reading and 
London, in addition to 
the local Oxford hospitals 
and other medical 
services. 

The service will accept 
requests for transport to 
any medical appointment 
including GP surgeries, 
dentists, opticians, 
vaccinations, dementia 
clinics, chiropractors etc.

They will also take clients 
to hospitals for surgery.  
If  the appointment is 
over two hours they will 
return when the client has 
been discharged.  This 
will incur a double charge 
but their clients are more 
than satisfied with the 
service they offer.

Abingdon’s young people fight the climate emergency

“
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Volunteer drivers needed



With a great mix of  entertainment for the kids, 
community group stalls and music and dance, the day 
ended with everyone up singing and dancing along to 
the excellent Zoots.
There has been lots of  feedback about the way the 
event was ticketed and the council will be reviewing 
that before deciding how to organise things next year.

Thanks to all who made it a great day.

A great day was had by everyone who attended

Fun & Music in the Park
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Planning Committee

This year a Town Council Planning 
Committee has been reintroduced and 
I’m very privileged to have been asked 
to chair the committee after a 20 year 
career working within the housing 
sector prior to retirement.

But what does the Committee do?

Abingdon Town Council is a statutory 
consultee for any planning applications made 
to the Vale of  White Horse District Council 
within our town boundaries.  

The District, Oxfordshire County Council, 
Government, and others will also consult 
with us, when making decisions on large scale 
projects that are judged to impact Abingdon.  

Our role is to review those applications and 
decide what comments should be made to 
those authorities, commenting under planning 
regulations.  

We are not a planning authority and so all the 
Council can do is to comment appropriately 
within planning regulations, to ensure our 
concerns are taken into account when the 
final decision is made. This influence has 
ensured that the character of  our town areas 
like Northcourt for example, are maintained.

An example of  where the Committee would 
object using a valid planning concern on a 
single property could be:

•  All off-road parking is being removed from 
a house which is being extended to offer 
5 bedrooms, which doesn’t meet County 
Highway’s parking standards.  This could 

also be termed an over development of  that 
property and those comments would be 
made. 

The most recent consultation project for 
the Committee to consider and respond to, 
was the Thames Water Reservoir voluntary 
consultation and our response is available on 
the Town Council website at:

https://www.abingdon.gov.uk/news/
town-council-response-to-thames-water-
consultation-on-new-reservoir.

A permanent flow of  applications and 
consultations means the Committee meets 
every 3 weeks, usually on a Monday.  As 
with all the Committees, notice of  dates 
and Agendas are published on the Council 
website.  

Abingdon Fun & Music in the Park was a great 
success on Saturday 7th September.

Top left: The popular Bubbleman.
Top right: The Zoots getting the crowd  
going with hits from the decades. Below  
right: the dub reggae sounds of  ZAIA.

Abingdon to Abington

The Mayor, Gabby Barody and Cllrs Gwyneth Lewis and Colin Sanderson recently 
had the pleasure of  meeting Selectman Kevin Donovan from ‘Abington’ in 
Massachusetts on his personal visit to the UK.  

The town of  Abington was named after Countess Anne Venables-Bertie, wife of  the 2nd 
Earl of  Abingdon.  In the decree approved by the Royal Governor, the town’s incorporation 
and name was Abingdon but was transcribed as Abington.

The Chairman of  the Board of  Selectmen presented Gabby with a proclamation recognising 
the shared history between our two towns and officially joining them as sister cities.  

Ensuring local voices are heard in planning decisions

“



Members of  the public are very welcome 
to attend and speak or submit written 
comments on applications and details 
of  how are included in each published 
Agenda. 

Abingdon, being the historic but changing 
and growing town that it is, gives us 
everything from Grade 1 listed properties to 
the brand new Northern Developments from 
Barratt, Bellway and David Wilson.  

We are very aware that developments cause 
disruption in many different ways and aren’t 
universally liked, so the steps below have 
been taken to keep them under review and 
raise any of  your and our concerns with those 
developers and Vale of  White Horse Planning 
Team.

Round table developer review meetings 
arranged by the Vale of  White Horse 
Planning Officer, with David Wilson and 
Bellway staff  3 times a year are attended by 
myself  and District and County Councillor 
colleagues to represent residents.  I’ve also 
attended site meetings to review drainage 
and on site road scheme progress which aim 
to reduce the issues experienced by local 
watercourses and roads last winter. 

The Oxford Road Roundabout delays, due 
to a sewer connection Legal Agreement 
between David Wilson and Thames Water 
remaining unsigned, were initially notified 
at the last meeting.  Frustratingly, Thames 
Water consent is still awaited at the start of  
September even after significant chasing by 
us all.

These new developments are also on the 
Planning Committee Agenda for every 
meeting, allowing issues and actions to be 
reported, to give a clearer record for residents 
of  what is happening or not and why.  This 
will include our actions to try and press 
for planned and approved community and 
infrastructure to be delivered when it should, 
which is a consistent top concern for new 
development residents across the whole 
country currently.

National Planning Policy is also currently 
being revised by Government so this is also 
monitored and Councillors have access to 
training for us to keep our knowledge up to 
date as this happens.

Councillor Mark Giddins, 
Chair, Town Planning Committee

Planning Committee
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Dates for your diary

Upcoming Abingdon events, cont…The Town Council standing up for Abingdon

3 Oct	 Honey & The Bear with support from Tamara, Unicorn Theatre, Thames 
	 Street, 7pm
5 Oct	 Mynt Image Craft & Gift Market, Abingdon Guildhall, 10am – 4pm	
5 Oct	 Abingdon IPMS Model 25th Anniversary Show, Larkmead School, Abingdon, 
	 10am – 4pm
5 Oct	 Sounding the Sacred Space, St Helen’s Church, W. St Helen’s St, 7.30pm
6 Oct	 Michaelmas Fair blessing service, Market Place, 3pm
6-8 Oct	 Michaelmas Fair, town centre	
14 Oct	 Runaway Fair, Market Place
15 Oct	 Discovering Avebury: Landscape & People, Trinity Church, Conduit Road, 2.30pm
15 Oct	 RB&O: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Amey Theatre, Abingdon School,  
	 Park Road, 7.15pm
17 Oct	 Abingdon Area Archaeology & History Society: Peter Taylor; ‘Conservation & 
	 rewilding – recreating ancient landscapes’.  Northcourt Centre, Northcourt Road, 7.45pm
18 Oct	 Farmers’ Market, Market Place
19 Oct	 Abingdon Carbon Cutters Bike Checks, under the Museum
20 Oct	 Abingdon Marathon
02 Nov	 Mynt Image Craft & Gift Market, Abingdon Guildhall, 10am – 4pm
07 Nov	 Katie Spencer with support from Wednesday’s Wolves, Unicorn Theatre,  
	 Thames Street, 7pm
10 Nov	 Act of  Remembrance, Abingdon War Memorial 10.45am
13-16 Nov   Terry Pratchett’s Witches Abroad, Unicorn Theatre, Thames St, 7.30pm
15 Nov	 Farmers’ Market, Market Place
16 Nov	 Abingdon Carbon Cutters Bike Checks, under the Museum
19 Nov	 Royal Weddings: The Perfect Occasion, Trinity Church, Conduit Road, 2.30pm
21 Nov	 Abingdon Area Archaeology & History Society: Jane Harrison: ‘The Archaeological  
	 Excavations at Besselsleigh’, Northcourt Centre, Northcourt Road, 7.45pm
23 Nov	 Local Excellence Market, Market Place
30 Nov	 Community Christmas Extravaganza
05 Dec	 The Lost Notes with support from Jennifer Glatzhofer, Unicorn Theatre,  
	 Thames Street, 7pm
07 Dec	 Local Excellence Market, Market Place

”



Dates for your diary
19 Sept 	 Abingdon Area Archaeology & History Society AGM, followed by a talk by Dick  
	 Richards on ‘the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’. Northcourt Centre, 
	 Northcourt, Abingdon 7:45pm
20 Sept	 Farmers’ Market, Market Place, Abingdon	
21 Sept 	 Abingdon Carbon Cutters Bike Checks, under the Museum
21 Sept 	 Abingdon Air & County Show, Abingdon Airfield, off  Barrow Road, Abingdon
25 Sept 	 Tom Green Septet, Amey Theatre, Abingdon School, Park Road, 7pm
26 Sept 	 Sue Clark Author Talk, Abingdon Library, The Charter, 6pm
27 Sept 	 Ocean Film Festival World Tour 2024, Amey Theatre, Abingdon School,  
	 Park Road, 7.30pm

Continues on page 11.


