








Neighbourhood Plan cont.

bingdon-on-Thames Neighbourhood plan will be open for
consultation. All who live and work in Abingdon are encouraged to respond.

Please contribute your thoughts and ideas on these and any other issues you think

the Neighbourhood Plan should tackle by responding to the consultation. It runs for

8 weeks from mid-day 16th December 2024 to mid-day 10th February 2025. It is an
opportunity to comment before the Plan is examined by an Independent Planning
Examiner whose role is to test the Neighbourhood Plan against the basic conditions that
are set out in National Regulations.

You can download a copy of the Neighbourhood Plan and access the online response
form via the Town Council’s website or by using the QR code below. Physical copies of
the Neighbourhood plans are available for inspection in the Town and District Council
offices, the Museum and Library as well as Unit 24 in the Precinct, which will also host a
drop-in exhibition in January.

By responding, you will help to ensure that the plan reflects the shared vision, priorities
and values of the people of Abingdon, ensuring that its future attracts high quality,
relevant development, making it a sustainable, vibrant and thriving place to live, work
and visit.

Simon Hills
Chair
Abingdon-on- ames Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

Meet PCSO Ali Blood

Supporting Abingdon for 16 years

Hello, I'm PCSO Ali Blood, dedicated to Abingdon
Town Centre since 2008. For 16 years, I've been proud to
work within the Abingdon Neighbourhood Team, which
includes one Police Sergeant, four Police Officers, and
eight PCSOs. Together, we support Abingdon Town,
nearby villages, and parts of Oxford.

Our top priorities right now include:

- Violence Against Women & Girls (VAWG)
- Retail Theft & Fraud
- Anti-Social Behaviour

As Night Time Economy Lead, I support licensed

venues, the Pubwatch scheme, and the CCTV team to keep evenings safe. I’'m also
spearheading new safety initiatives, such as DISC, an online platform for local retailers to
report incidents and collaborate on crime prevention.

In addition to foot patrols and day-to-day policing, I coordinate the Storenet and Nitenet
Radio Link, connecting shops, pubs, and our team to respond quickly to issues. With the
new neighbourhood policing app, we can now track hotspot areas and adjust our patrols
more effectively.

I also run monthly “Have Your Say” events with Age UK and regulatly participate in
local events like the Michaelmas Fair and Christmas Extravaganza, always aiming to build
strong community ties.

This is just a glimpse of the work my team and I do daily to make Abingdon safer,
stronger, and more connected.



Cemetery News

Cemetery News

Visitors to Spring Gardens Cemetery will have
noticed a newly landscaped area near the infant
section. This new garden for quiet reflection
has two benches, shrub planting and a raised
bed for seasonal flower planting in line with the
council’s wider floral display schemes. We have
also installed a special letter box for “letters

to heaven” where it is hoped visitors will find
comfort in posting a letter or a card for a special
occasion (in the strictest confidence) to those
who have passed away. This is something

that has been proven to be of great help to
children and adults in other town cemeteries
and Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council is
pleased to be able to offer this here in our newly

developed garden. )
Spring Road Cemetery Chapel

Within the Victorian cemetery of Spring Road are two chapels. One is leased to Edward
Carter Funeral Directors and the other is available for general hire for services and other
purposes. This is a charming little building with heating and power that seats around thirty
people. The use of the chapel is not limited to funeral services and can be made available
for many purposes. The cost to Abingdon residents is £105 for a day’s hire.

Sheep in the cemetery

After the popular and successful trial of sheep grazing in the Spring Road Cemetery
(not Spring Gardens), we are again secking interest from established smallholders with a
small flock of sheep who would be happy to use the cemetery as a part time home. The
cemetery is grazed in sections on rotation and of course, should any families object to
this, individual graves can be fenced off and access provided.

Interested parties please contact the Cemetery & Outdoor Services Manager — cemetery(@
abingdon.gov.uk 01235 553480.

Cemetery Memorial Benches

Two new benches have recently been installed in Spring Gardens Cemetery. These
benches have space for four memorial plaques on each. Memorial trees are also available
and both can be dedicated for a ten-year period at a cost of £450 including the plaque.

Please contact the cemetery office for more details —

cemetery@abingdon.gov.uk 01235 553480
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Abbey Hall

4th November update - Abbey Hall

As previously announced, the Town Council had planned to close the Abbey Hall

in September 2025 for a major refurbishment. However, preliminary scoping works
have revealed the unknown fact that when it was built in the 1960s part of the roof
was constructed with RAAC (reinforced aerated autoclave concrete), a form of cheap,
lightweight concrete that has a limited lifespan of about 30 years and is susceptible to
structural failure.

The Council has notified the tenant (the operator of Abbey Cinema) of its concerns

that the structural integrity of the building must be checked to ensure the safety of the
public. The Council therefore in consultation with the tenant has brought in specialists to
examine the roof and to advise what mitigation measures might be required.

Unfortunately, this survey has also revealed that low grade asbestos was also used in
the construction of the roof, which adds to the complexity of the issue. The Council
is keeping the Abbey Cinema fully informed of developments and greatly regrets any
inconvenience that the closute of the Hall will cause to the Abbey Cinema itself and to
all who use it.

The Council will be working with the tenant and its consultants and contractors to
ensure any closure is for as short a period as is reasonably possible.

The latest update is: - The Council has installed scaffolding within the Abbey Hall, so
that the ceiling and roof can be accessed — this was a complex job, which took both time
and a considerable sum of money but will enable the specialised, and licensed, asbestos
experts to remove the ceiling tiles and design a scheme to remove the asbestos in the
roof. This scheme, which will be very costly, and needs to be “signed off” by the HSE,
will take many weeks to complete.

Meanwhile, the Town Council is aware that that the Abbey Cinema is a well-used
community facility and has agreed to give the Abbey Cinema rent-free use of the “Old
Magistrates’ Court” from 4th November to 31st January, and free use of the Roysse
Room on 14th and 15th December for Pantomime Performances.

Michaelmas Fair 2024

Abingdon Celebrates a Resounding Success

In the heart of Abingdon, the historic Michaelmas Fair returned this year to widespread
acclaim. Amid laughter and vibrant lights, Abingdon-on-Thames Town Council looks
back on a weekend filled with joy, unity, and well-
deserved cheer.

Opening on Sunday evening, the Fair drew an
impressive crowd of over 200 residents to the
Market Place, one of the most enthusiastic
gatherings in recent memory. Locals, young and
old, filled the Square, setting a festive tone that
carried on through the days that followed. The
Council’s decision to trial an early opening for
the rides that evening was met with enthusiasm,

¢
\
v

\

especially from families with young children.
Parents noted the more relaxed atmosphere, saying
it offered the perfect introduction for younger
fairgoers to enjoy the rides before the crowds
arrived—a resounding win for families.

Thames Valley Police, too, have commended
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the event, reporting one of the quietest fairs in
recent years. Their presence, described by many as
watchful yet welcoming, ensured a safe experience

for all.

This success would not have been possible without the tireless dedication of local
businesses, council staff and of course, the unmatched energy of Bob Wilson’s Fun
Fairs. With every thrilling ride, they brought Abingdon’s streets to life, infusing the Fair
with the vibrant energy it is known for.

To all who attended, worked behind the scenes, and supported this year’s Michaelmas
Fair: here’s to you! The town is already abuzz with anticipation for next year’s
celebrations—toll on, Michaelmas Fair 2025!
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New Play Equipment

Chaunterell Way - new play equipment

New play equipment has recently been installed in Chaunterell Way play area. This play
area is popular with young families and with this in mind has been extended to offer
greater play value to toddlers and juniors with many new fun items being added.

Chaunterell Way play area is situated between the Tithe Farm Estate and Tesco Extra, on
a convenient footpath to the shop on a walk from the south of the town!

A new space net climbing structure and seating shelter has been installed at Masefield
Cresent play area. It is hoped that this will attract older children to use this park with its
basketball court, zip wire and other items. It is a bit of a walk up the hill but worth it
when you get there!
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Tithe Farm Flooding

Local Flooding Resources

Abingdon Town Council has stepped in to help residents with the provision of materials
to help with the impact of flooding.

The Council has placed a shipping container on land at Ock Meadow which contains
sand, bags, shovels and other equipment. Volunteers are being recruited to act as key
holders. This should give residents some help in dealing with any further flooding,

Although the Town Council is not responsible for responding to flooding, town
councillors wanted to do what they could to help a community that has seen serious
flooding twice during 2024.

A group of residents from the area addressed a recent committee meeting, The Town
Council has agreed to try and ensure that the other agencies responsible for flood
response, particularly the Environment Agency, do a better job of dealing with the root
causes of the problem.
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Dates for your diary

17 Dec: RB&O Live: The Nutcracker (Encore), Amey Theatre, Park Road, 19.15
20 Dec  Farmer’s Christmas Market, Market Place

21 Dec Xodus Tribute to Bob Matley & The Wailers, Abingdon United,
Northcourt Road, Abingdon, 19.30

26 Dec MG Cars Boxing Day Gathering, Market Place
18 Jan Mayor’s Charity Quiz night. Crown & Thistle Hotel, Bridge Street, 18.30

07 Mar Save the Date: Clubs & Societies day, Guildhall & Market Place, Abingdon

The Mayor, Councillors and Abingdon Town Council Staff
would like to wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

e —— — —
For more information and updates visit our Roysse Court Offices
website and social media channels. Bridge Street
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@ @abingdonthamestowncouncil

@ www.abingdon.gov.uk %

01235 522642
enquiries@abingdon.gov.uk
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