






War Memorial
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Roysse Court

The town’s cherished War Memorial 
has recently undergone a careful 
refresh, ensuring its historic 
significance remains preserved for 
generations to come.   
 
At the start of  November, skilled 
artisans from a local masonry contractor 
undertook a meticulous cleaning of  the 
Portland stone, removing the effects of  
time and weather.  Additionally, they 
carefully restored faded inscriptions, 
ensuring the names and messages of  
remembrance remain clear and legible. 
 
This year marks the 80th anniversaries 
of  both VE (Victory in Europe) and VJ 
(Victory over Japan) Day—milestones 
that highlight the enduring importance 
of  our war memorials.  As these 

commemorations approach, the Town Council is committed to further enhancing the site 
with a more comprehensive restoration.  
 
Plans include repairing and refurbishing damaged stonework at the base and addressing 
deep staining around the metal relief  to restore its original dignity. 
 
To support this vital project, Council Officers will be applying for a grant from the War 
Memorials Trust.  
 
The proposed work will be entrusted to a specialist stone mason experienced in heritage 
restoration, ensuring the memorial’s integrity and beauty are safeguarded for the future. 
 
As we reflect on past sacrifices, these efforts reaffirm our dedication to remembrance, 
ensuring that those who served and fell in conflict are honoured with the respect they 
deserve.

Home of  the assizes in the 17th centuryHonouring History: War Memorial Restoration Underway

On the 14 September 1868, the London Gazette announced that the assizes for 
Berkshire would be held at Reading only and not at Abingdon or any other place.   
 
Before the construction of  the County Hall in the 17th century, the assizes were held in the 
grammar school yard, an enclosed space on the east side of  Bridge Street through which 
flowed the open river Stert.   
 
The school had been re-founded by John Roysse in 1563 and the former schoolroom bearing 
his name is part of  the Guildhall. 
 
The assizes were held in a large tent or booth erected in the quadrangle and the school was 
closed for the duration.  These must have been rowdy occasions.  Frequent payments occur 
in the Chamberlain’s Accounts for the repair of  the school windows not to mention claret 
and sack (fortified wine) bought to entertain the Judges!   
 
In addition, the pillory and cage, exposing offenders to public humiliation, stood on the west 
side of  the quadrangle before being moved to the Market Place in 1710.  A double pillory is 
on display in the town’s museum.   
 
Today, only evidence of  the school remains: a small plaque recalling John Roysse’s foundation 
and Thomas Orpwood, Mayor, 1562-3.  The gardens were first laid out in the 1950s.



Living roof  bus shelter for Ock StreetTown Council supports PCSOs and CCTV

The Town Council part-funds the two 
PCSO’s who patrol the Town Centre and 
also contributes £17,000 per year towards 
the operation of  CCTV.  The following are 
examples of  incidents dealt with by CCTV 
operators during the first half  of  2024– 25.  
 
Whilst monitoring Abingdon town centre, 
one of  the operators observed a man hitting a 
woman. They immediately contacted the police 
to pass on details and a description.  The man 
became aggressive to passers-by, but police 
officers soon attended and made an arrest. 
 
The team was informed that a man had run off  
during a police stop and search in Abingdon.  

The operator on duty quickly identified the direction in which the person had run and 
passed this information to officers on the ground.  They were able to track the person 
and update the police with their hiding place.  One arrest was made for drug possession.  
 
During a late shift, the police control room informed the CCTV team that there was a 
potential drink driver who was going to be leaving a licensed premises in the town centre.  
Using the information provided, one of  the operators sighted the vehicle leaving the 
area and updated officers.  They were subsequently able to plan a safe stop and arrest the 
driver, who was found to be over the legal alcohol limit.

 
 
Most Commonly Monitored Incidents in Abingdon
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Safety in Abingdon New Bus Shelter

A new living roof  
bus shelter has been 
installed on Ock Street.  
The new shelter was 
installed at the request 
of  Town Councillor Tom 
Greenaway.    
 
The Town Council is 
currently looking at bus 
shelters across the town and 
is putting in place a long-
term programme to improve 
and refurbish them over time. 
 
The new shelter has a sedum roof  which promotes biodiversity by providing a much-
needed haven for insects and pollinators like butterflies and bees, traps rainwater 
reducing run off  and filters water it can’t hold onto. It will reduce the temperature under 
the shelter on hot days and contribute to reducing the urban heat island effect.  It will 
also absorb CO2 and other pollutants from the environment whilst producing oxygen. 
 
Good quality bus infrastructure is proven to increase bus use.  A covered bus shelter 
with seating makes waiting more comfortable, and according to a survey conducted by 
the Campaign for Better Travel, 47% of  people say that having a clean and comfortable 
bus shelter would make them more likely to travel via bus.  Improving the town’s bus 
shelters helps to increase bus usage, which in turn helps to reduce traffic in the town. 
 
The Town Council continues to provide a significant annual grant to support the number 
41 service which covers much of  the town during the day.

Antisocial Behaviour (104)

Fear for welfare (64)

Shoplifting (33)



As previously announced, the Town Council had planned to close the Abbey Hall 
in September 2025 for a major refurbishment. However, preliminary scoping works 
have revealed the unknown fact that when it was built in the 1960s part of  the roof  
was constructed with RAAC (reinforced aerated autoclave concrete), a form of  cheap, 
lightweight concrete that has a limited lifespan of  about 30 years and is susceptible to 
structural failure.  
 
The Council has notified the tenant (the operator of  Abbey Cinema) of  its concerns 
that the structural integrity of  the building must be checked to ensure the safety of  the 
public. The Council therefore in consultation with the tenant has brought in specialists to 
examine the roof  and to advise what mitigation measures might be required. 
 
Unfortunately, this survey has also revealed that low grade asbestos was also used in 
the construction of  the roof, which adds to the complexity of  the issue. The Council 
is keeping the Abbey Cinema fully informed of  developments and greatly regrets any 
inconvenience that the closure of  the Hall will cause to the Abbey Cinema itself  and to 
all who use it.  
 
The Council will be working with the tenant and its consultants and contractors to 
ensure any closure is for as short a period as is reasonably possible.
 
The latest update is: - The Council has installed scaffolding within the Abbey Hall, so 
that the ceiling and roof  can be accessed – this was a complex job, which took both time 
and a considerable sum of  money but will enable the specialised, and licensed, asbestos 
experts to remove the ceiling tiles and design a scheme to remove the asbestos in the 
roof. This scheme, which will be very costly, and needs to be “signed off ” by the HSE, 
will take many weeks to complete.  
  
Meanwhile, the Town Council is aware that that the Abbey Cinema is a well-used 
community facility and has agreed to give the Abbey Cinema rent-free use of  the “Old 
Magistrates’ Court” from 4th November to 31st January, and free use of  the Roysse 
Room on 14th and 15th December for Pantomime Performances.  

Clubs & Societies

10 11

Mayor’s Report

Review and Reflections Over the Last Three Months4th November update - Abbey Hall 

The past three 
months have 
been a busy and 

rewarding period, filled 
with community events 
and opportunities to 
engage with the people of  
Abingdon. 
 
The Christmas season 
was a great success, with 
strong attendance across 
all events.  A particular 
highlight was the Christmas 
Extravaganza, where I had 
the privilege of  judging the 
best Bath Street stall and initiating the switching on of  the Town Council’s Christmas 
lights in the Market Place.  The participants and vendors put on a fantastic display, and 
the event was expertly hosted, as always, by Duncan Bhaskaran Brown. 
 
The Over-75s’ Christmas Party was warmly received by our residents, who enjoyed an 
afternoon of  tea, conversation, and musical entertainment (the Family Choir Club and 
the Bakehouse Strummers ukulele group).  It was a wonderful opportunity for them to 
reconnect with old friends, meet new people, and celebrate the festive season together.  
Our sincere thanks go to the staff  at the Hilton Garden Inn for their generosity in both 
hosting and funding this meaningful event, which brings so much joy to our community.
 
John Mason School hosted the inaugural Mayor’s Christmas Concert, a new event 
that we hope will become an annual tradition.  The talented musicians and singers from 
both the school and the local community filled the event with Christmas spirit.  The 
concert culminated in a lively audience participation of  The Twelve Days of  Christmas, 
expertly MC’d by Lizzie, our Community Engagement Events Officer.  We extend our 
gratitude to the school staff  who made this event possible, despite challenging weather 
conditions.  Thanks to everyone’s efforts, we were able to raise significant funds for 

“



the Mayor’s charities, 
and John Mason School 
was also able to raise 
funds for their Outdoor 
Pursuits Centre in Wales.

Abingdon Drama Club 
delivered a splendid 
production of  A 
Christmas Carol, 
exceeding expectations 
once again.  I am very 
much looking forward to 
this month’s performance 
of  Abigail’s Party. 
 

On Christmas morning, the Deputy Mayor and I had the pleasure of  visiting Old Station 
House and Stowford House residential homes, spending time with residents and sharing 
in their festive celebrations.  The dedication and commitment of  the staff  were truly 
commendable, creating a warm and joyful atmosphere.  It was heartwarming to see the 
residents well cared for as we joined in their festivities. 
 
I was also fortunate to be invited by Ken Wood to visit and assist with the Christmas 
Day lunch at Peachcroft Community Centre.  The organisers created a wonderful 
community gathering, and the chefs worked tirelessly to prepare a delicious three-course 
Christmas feast.  My consort and I helped serve drinks and thoroughly enjoyed chatting 
with attendees of  all ages.  The small grant from the Town Council made this important 
event possible, enabling people to connect, share, and celebrate together. 
 
The Mayor’s Quiz, held at The Crown and Thistle on January 18th, was another well-
supported event, raising over £1,000 for my chosen charities this year.  We are incredibly 
grateful to the venue staff  for their generosity and to the Town Council staff  for their 
hard work in organising the event. 
 

Mayor’s Report
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Mayor’s Report

Over the Last Three Months continuedOver the Last Three Months

A particularly enjoyable experience was being 
coached by Bev Pagan and Gemma Gregory 
at the Thames Valley Roller Skating Club 
on February 7th at the leisure centre.  It was 
fantastic to see such a welcoming club that 
provides opportunities for people of  all ages 
to learn how to skate, develop their skills, and 
simply have fun. 
 
Another special occasion took place on 
February 8th, when I had the honour of  
presenting badges to the cadets, marking 
their affiliation with the Royal British Legion.  
The cadets play a vital role in supporting 
community initiatives, particularly with Poppy 
Appeal fundraising, and it was a privilege to 
celebrate their achievements. 
 
As we transition from the final weeks of  
winter into the lighter evenings of  early 
spring, we look forward to brighter days 
ahead and an exciting calendar of  community events, particularly those held outdoors 
with an environment and horticultural theme. 
 
I look forward to engaging with the community at future events and continuing to 
celebrate the incredible work being done across our town.  Especially at the Civic 
Service on March 23rd.  The theme this year is inclusivity, with a focus on the many 
groups and organisations that support Abingdon, particularly those whose work is not 
widely publicised.   

The Mayor, Cllr Gabby Barody”



 

 
 
 

 

Abingdon Draughtbusters is Back 
 
Do you have draughts in your house? Do you wish your house was warmer? Do you want to save money on your 
energy bills? If so, we may be able to help. 
 
Abingdon Draughtbusters is back for its second Winter.  
 
It’s a FREE service provided by Abingdon Carbon Cutters – 
www.abingdoncarboncutters.org.uk, who work alongside One Planet 
Abingdon - www.oneplanetabingdon.org It has been funded by a Vale of 
White Horse District Council Climate Action Fund grant.  
 
The goal of the service is to provide basic assistance with draught proofing 
measures, to help people feel warmer in their homes, help them reduce their 
energy usage, bills and their carbon footprint.  
 
We have 4 amazing volunteers (all DBS checked and insured) standing by to 
help the residents of Abingdon and nearby villages. 
 
Example of things that we can do: 

• Fit door, window and loft hatch draft proofing. 
• Seal gaps (which are not needed for ventilation). 
• Draught proof letter boxes. 
• Bleed radiators. 
• Provide general heating and condensation advice. 

 
 
If you’d like more information, please contact Ros at ros@OnePlanetAbingdon.org 
 

On Monday, February 17th, volunteers gathered at Ladygrove Meadow in 
Abingdon to plant thirty trees as part of  a new community orchard initiative.   
 
The project was a collaboration between Abingdon Town Council, local environmental 
group Carbon Cutters, and a dedicated team of  community volunteers. 
 
Councillor Tom Greenaway, who was present for the event, praised the effort, saying, 
“This is a fantastic step towards a greener Abingdon.  It’s wonderful to see so many 
people come together to create something that will benefit the community for years to 
come.” 
 
The newly planted orchard will, in time, provide apples, pears, hazelnuts, plums, and 
cherries for local residents to pick and enjoy.   
 
The initiative aims to promote sustainability, encourage biodiversity, and offer an 
accessible source of  fresh fruit to the community.
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Draughtbusters Community Orchard

Town Council and volunteers work together



Dates for your diary
15 March	 ATOM Science & Technology festival, Market Place 10.00 – 15.00   Also events up to 26 March.   
	 Please see the ATOM website for further information and booking.  www.atomfestival.org.uk
20 March 	Mishra with support from Elsi, Unicorn Theatre 19.00 – 22.30
21 March	 Farmers’ Market, Market Place
21 March	 Special Talk: Atomics to Medieval Knights by Mike Evans, County Hall Museum 11.30 – 12.30
22 March	 Local Excellence Market, Market Place
23 March	 Mayor of  Abingdon on Thames: Civic Service, the Church of  Our Lady & St Edmund 14.00 – 15.30
23 March	 Mother’s day kids gift making.  14.30 – 16.00 Hadland Road Community Centre
26 March	 Parish Meeting (meeting of  Abingdon electors convened by the Mayor)
29 March	 Abingdon Town Band, 10.30 – 12.30, Market Place, Abingdon
03 April	 Sounds of  the Sirens with support from Calum Gilligan, Unicorn Theatre 19.00 -22.30
05 April	 Marie Curie Daffodil Appeal, Market Place
18 April	 Farmers’ Market, Market Place
19 April	 Easter Eggstravaganza, Market Place
25 April	 Abingdon Beer Festival, Abbey Buildings 17.00 – 23.00
26 April	 Abingdon Beer Festival, Abbey Buildings 18.00 – 23.00
27 April	 Abingdon Beer Festival, Abbey Buildings 13.00 – 16.00
01 May	 The Salts with support from Barton Harshorn, Unicorn Theatre 19.00 – 22.30
03 May	 Abingdon Town Band, 10.30 – 12.30, Market Place, Abingdon
16 May	 Farmers’ Market, Market Place
17 May	 Abingdon Camera Club, Artweeks photo exhibition, Market Place
18 May	 MG Car Club display to celebrate 50th anniversary of  MGB Jubilee model, Market Place 

31May	 Local Excellence Market

SAVE THE DATE FUN & MUSIC IN THE PARK – 19 JULY 2025


